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PREFACE 


* Believe: al Men will git al- 
low, that none ſhould ſpeak with 
>. more. Freedom and. .. Aſſurance 
than. be that. defends or illuſtrates the 
Truth. . But-if , we credit the Hli- 
ſtory. of former Time, or duly conſi- 
der . what paſſes in the -preſent, 
ſhall find wone more backward t 
ſpeak their Minds in publick than ſuch 
as have Rigbt on their fide, Indeed 
the Gaodweſs. of their Cauſe and De- 
ſeen ſhould fortify 'em, one would 
.think, againſt all the Attacks of their 
Bennie; Nor are there wanting fre- 
quent Examples of Perſons, who 
with unſhaken Cl anſtancy ſuffer d the 


2 moſt 
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' moſt diſgraceful and violent things for 


love of-the-Truth.. - Vet-.if we. make 
a juſt Computation, and take in the 
Primitive Martyrs with the Prophets 
and Apoſtles themſelves, the pro ſs'd 
Defenders of Truth, only for 'Truth's 
ſake, will be found to be a ſmall hand- 
ful with reſþeft to: the Mumerous a 
tizans of Error, nat 

And fuch 1 is the dplorbl Cont 
tion” of our "oe, that a" Man dares 
not openly and direfily"own what he 
thinks'of Divine Matters. tho' it " be 
aever' ſo true and beneficial, if it 
but very ſlightly differs from what 


is receiv'd by any Party; 'or that is 
.eſtabliſh*d by Law ; "but the is either 
forc'd to keep perpetual Silence, or 


to.” propoſe o' his Sentiments to- the 
World, by way of Paradox, under a 


 borrow'd'.'vr fiftitions Name. To 


mention the leaſt part of the Inconve- 
mences they expoſe RN to,- who 
| hav 
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have the Courage to aft more above-. 
hoard, is too melancholy a Theme, and 


viſt ible enough tobe lamented by al that 


are truly generous and Vertuous. * 


The Pravity of moſt Mens Diſ- 


poſitions, and the Ambition of parti- 


cular Perſons makes this Matter ſeem 


leſs. ſtrange in Politick and Secular 
_ Aﬀairs ; and yet a Man may not on- 


ly make new Diſcoveries and In- 


provements in Law or Ph 9JL ck, and 
mm the other Arts and Sciences impu- 


nibly, but alſo for ſo doing be de- 
ſervedly encourag'd and rewarded. 
But wonderful ! That the ſacred 
Name of Religion which ſounds n0- 
thing but Sanfity, Peace, and Tnte- 
grity, ſhould be ſo univerſally abus'd 


to patronize Ambition, Impiety, and 
_ Contention ! And that what is our 
bigheſt Intereſt perfetly to under- 


fond ſhould ( for Reaſons after- 
wards to be laid open) both be main- 
A3 tain'd 
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tain'd to be obſcure, and very induſtri- 


ouſly made ſo! Nay, it is come to 


\ thu, that Truth meets no where with 


ſtronger Oppoſition, than from ma- 
ny of thoſe that raiſe the loudeſt Cry 
about it, and would be taken for 
no leſs than the only Diſpenſers of 


the Favours and Oracles of Heaven. 


Tf any has the Firmneſs to touch the 
minuteſt thing that brings them Gain 
or Credit, be's preſently purſu'd with 
the Hut and Cry of Hereſy : And, 


if he values their Cenſures, compelſ'd 


to make honourable Amends ; or if be 
proves contumacious, . be falls a Sacri- 


fice, at leaſt in his Reputation, to 
their implacable Hatred. : 


Nor is he like, we may be ſure, 
to receive fairer Quarter from the 
declar'd Antagoniſts of Religion, whoſe 
Principles, as they trample upon all 
Equity and Truth, ſo they oblige 'em 
to hate and moleſt the ſtrenuois Aſſer- 
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tors of theſe and all other Vertues, 
But of fuch depreſſing Conſideratians 
enough ! Notwithſtanding which, 1 
have venturd to publiſh this Diſ- 
courſe, deſigning thereby to _ 
as much as I'm able, the narrow bigot- 


ted Tenets of the One, and the moſt 


impious Maxims of the Other, 
No Atheiſt or Infidel of any kind 
can juſtly be angry with me for mea- 


ſuring Swords with them, and ate 


tacking them only with the Weapons 
they preſcribe me. The true Chri- 
ſtian can no more be offended when 
he finds me imploy Reaſon, not to e- 
nervate or perplex, but to confirm and 
elucidate Revelation ; unleſs be is 


apprehenſive 1 ſhould render it too 


clear to my ſelf, or too famuliar to 
others, which are Abſurdities no Body 
will wn, T hope to make it appear, 
that the Uſe of Reaſon is not ſo dan- 
gerous in Religion as it is commonly 
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repreſented, and that too by ſuch as 
mightily extol it when it ſeems to fa- 
vour *em, yet vouchſafe it not a hear- 
ing. when it makes againſt them, but 
oppoſe its own Authority to it ſelf. 
Theſe are high Privileges indeed, and 
the ſureſt Means of having always 


the better of the Diſpute that could po- 


{ibly be devis'd. 

-' That the miſtaken Unbeliever may 
not ſay I ſerve a Hypotheſis in the 
Defence of my. Faith, like ſome who 
firſt imagine or receive an Opinion, and 
then ſtudy Proofs to eſtabliſh it, T ſo- 
lemnly declare the thing is much other - 
wiſe ; and that T told nothing as an 
Article of my Religion, but what the 
higheſt Evidence forc'd me to embrace, 
For being educated, from my (ra- 
dle, in 'the groſſeſt Superſtition: and 
Tdolatry,. God was pleas'd to make 
my.own Reaſon, and ſuch. as made 


uſe of theirs, the happy Inſtruments 


of 
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of my (onverſfion. Thus T have 
been Very early accuſtom'd to Exami- 
nation and Enquiry, and taught not to 
captivate my Underſtanding, no more 
than my Senſes to any Man or Society 
whatſoever. Now the beſt Method, 
I think, of communicating to others 
the Truth, 1s that by which a Man has 
learnt it himſelf. of 
That the well-meaning Chriſtian 
may not ſuſpett, as it falls out very 
ordinarily, that I aim at more than 
I declare, and cuningly diſguiſe 
ſome bad Principles under the fair 
Pretence of defending the true Re- 
ligion ; 1 aſſure him that I write with 
all the Smcerity and Simplicity ima- 
ginable, being as throughly convinc'd 
of what I maintain, as 1 can be 
of any thing. Tf any good Man 
ſhould after this Proteſtation perſiſt 
co think hard of me, it muſt needs pro- 


ceed from Violent Prepoſſeſſions : for 
| Very 
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very few can be found that are not 
deeply engag d in ſome of one fort or 


| anather, for Which a due Allowance 


muſt be made. Eow fond are we all 
apt to be of what we learn'd in our 
Youth, as the Sight or Remembrance 
of the Places where we paſt that agree- 
able Time, does ſtrangely affe&t us ! 
A Mother is more charm'd with the 
liſping balf-form'd Words of her prat- 


ling Infant, than with the beſt Lan- 


guage, and moſt ſolid Diſcourſes. 


That any Upſtart, but of Yeſterday, 


uld pretend to overthrow what co 
the Antients ſo much Time and Breath 
to eſtabliſh, and themſelves ſo great 
Pams and Charges tolearn, is of hard 
Digeſtion to ſome. And when others 
are but pray'd to explain their Terms, 
Which commonly ſignify nothing, or 
what they muſt be aſham'd to own that 
would never be thought in an Error, 
they are uneaſy, as an extravagant 


Mer- 
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Merchant to examine his Accompts 
and tis well if they can reſtrain their 
Paſſions. Not only a few Men, but 
oftentimes whole Societies, whilſt they 
conſider Things but very ſuperficially, 
ſet ſuch a Value upon certain Sounds, 
as if they were the real Eſſence of all 


| Religion. To queſtion” or reje& any 


of theſe, tho never ſo falſe and m- 
convenient, is dangerous Hetero- 
doxy: And yet, as I hinted now, 
they either ſignify nothing, or have 
been invented by' ſome leading Men 


to make plain things obſcure, and | 


not ſeldom to cover their own Tgno- 
rance. What is unpardonable, the 
holy Scripture is put to the Tortnre to 
countenance this Scholaſtick: Jargon, 
and all the metaphyſical Chimeras of 
its Authors, Put the Weakneſs of 
the greateſt part of 'theſe Prejudices 
75 | notorions, that to mention them 


is ſufficient Confutation : Nor _ 
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I be otherwiſe moV'd with any thing 
of this Nature, thau a prudent Man 
would be at the Declamations of ſuch 


as have recourſe to Railing when 


Reaſon fails them. 
As for thoſe Gentlemen who ſug- 


of that the Credulity of Popery has 


righted me to. an unwarrantable Di- 
ſtance from it ; . T have nothing to 
ſay, for their SatisfaFtion, but that 
I don't envy them the cheap and. com- 

modious Mean. they boaſt of, - while 

1 think Truth and Error to- be the 
two Extreams. . Religion- is: not to 
be modell'd according to our Fancies, 


nor to be judg'd of as it. relates to 


our private Deſigns ; elſe there would 
be full as many C reed; as Perſons : 
But how little . ſoever our: Notions 


agree, ' and _ let our. worldly Conve- 


niences be what they will, Religion 
is always the ſame, like God its 


Author, with whom there is no. 
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Variableneſs, nor Shadow of 
changing, © + +» | 
Tf aw ſhould Ame wheehert I 
have ſo good an Opinion" of my own 
Abilities, y as to imagine that I can prove 

a" rational Account may" be given of 
al thofe. jarring Doftrines, ambigu- 
ous" Terms, and puzlmg \Diſtinftions 
which. have for ſo many (enturies 
ſufficiently exercts'd the Learn'd of 
all ſorts : Tanſwer, that I don't pre- 
tend (as the Title. Page can teſtify) 


that we-are able to explain the Terms 
or Doftrmes. of. this| or that Ape, 
'Conncil;or -Nation, (moſt of which 
are impervious Myſteries with a wit- 
'neſs) 'but the Terms and Dofrines of 
the Goſpel. © They are not'the Articles 
of the Eaſt. or Weit; © Orthodox or 


Arian, © Proteſtant or Papift, coN- 


| fider'd as'fach,. that 'T trouble my 


-ſelf about, ':but thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt 


mg 
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ing this Argiument, with every other 
good Action, 1 don't meerly rely upon 
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v1y. 0wn .poar; Attainments, but alſo 
upon the Grace of God, who, 1 hope, 
will enable mg to vindicate bis reveal'd 
Will fram the maſt unjuſt Tputations 
of Contr agittion and Obſcurity, 

.J may \ probably differ "tu. many 
obings from. Perſons deſervedly emi- 
nent- for their Learning, aud Fiety ; 
but that ought to be no Advantage 
ngainſt me if Truth is £vidently for 
me. Since Religion is. calculated 
for reaſonable Creatures, tis Convitti- 
on aud nat Authority that fbawld bear 
Weight with them. A wiſe and good 
Man will: judg of the Merits by « 
Cauſe mn 'donlyin it Jelf, with- 


eut any regard to Times, Places, or 


Perſons. No Numbers, no Exam- 


gnitys He knows no Difference be- 


ples, no Intereſts can ever biaſs his 
folid Judgment, ar corrupt his Inte- 


tween 
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tween Popiſh Infallibility, and bein) 
oblig'd blindly to acquieſce mithe Deciſe 
ons of fallible Proteſtants." And for my 
own part, as I would have noze by falſe 
or unfair Conſequences make me 
what I never thonght of; ſo:T would 
not be told I contradittÞ any therig but 
Scripture or - Reaſon, which, I'm 
fare, agree'very well together. Nor 
can it appear ſtrange that I ſhould in- 
fiſt apon theſe Terms, fnce-Tmoſt rea- 
dhly ſubmit my ſelf to them, and give 
all the World the ſame Right over me. 
Tam not therefore to be put out of Coun- 
tenance by Venerable Names, and 

s Gitations, that have no Ya- 
tue but ſuch as an ugly Ruſt and Co- 
Jour give antient Coms. God alone, 
and ſuch as are inſpir 'd by him, can 
preſcribe Injunttions relating to the 
World to come, whilſt human Pow- 
ers regulate the Afﬀairs of this. 


Nav, to ſpeak more particularly con- 


cer nm 
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The Preface. 
cerning the. following Performance, 
T don't expect any. Deference ſhould 
be paid me by the World, that ſpares 
no body... much leſs am I deſirous of 
Abettors '\out of Singularity : but 


rather f, the Reaſons T offer be not 


agents. ſhall take in good part a 
pu > — pertinent Animadyer ſion. 
if I am not ſo happy-in rendring 
72 perſpicuous to: others, as.. they 


ſeem. ta my ſelf, yet 1-have- fairly 


aim'd.at it,, and ſpoke what T think 


to be Truth without Fear or Favour ; 
wherefore my goo Intentions will need 
no other Apology. 

Some Paſſages in the firſt Sefton 
or preliminary Diſſertation of Reſon, 
which, .in the former Edition, T ſu- 
ſpefted wonld prove a little obſcure to 
ordinary Readers, are now rendr d 
more familiar. And tho I then de- 


clar'd that the underſtanding of thoſe 


that 
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that would reaſon fairly, being only 
inſerted to prevent the foreſeen 
Wranglings of certain Men, Who ſtu- 
dy rather to protra&t and perplex than 
to terminate a Controverſy ; yet I could 
not but readily comply at this time with 
the Defares of thoſe, who wiſh'd *em 
more.clearly expreſs'd, tho it ſhould 


coſt me a few Wards more, whereof 


T ſhall always be as ſparing as I can. 


I have likewiſe every where elſe en- 
deavour'd to ſpeak Very intellivibly, 


XVil 


and am not without hope that my 


Hſſertions, do carry their own Light 
along with them. IT have in many 
Places made explanatory Repetitions 
of difficult Words, by ſynonymous 
Terms of a more general and known 
Uſe. This Labour, Tgrant, is of 
no Benefit to Philoſophers, but it is 
of conſiderable Advantage to the Yul- 
gar, which Im far from negle&- 
mg, like thoſe who in every Preface 

ES ty a tell 
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tell us they neither court nor care for 
them. TI wonder how any can ſpeak 
at this rate, eſpecially of thoſe whoſe 
very Buſmeſs it is to ſerve the Vul- 
gar, and ſpare them the Labour 
of long and painful Study, Which 
their ordmary Occupations ' will not 
allow them. Lay-men pay for the 
Books and Maintenance of Church- 
men for this very end : but I'm afraid 
ſome of the latter will no more be- 
 lieve this, than that Magiſtrates too 

are made for the People. | 
| Nox can any from this Office of the 
Clergy infer, that the Vidgar are 
implicitly to receive their Arbitrary 
Diftates, no more than I am to make 
over my Reaſon to him T employ to 
read, tranſcribe, or colleft for me. 
* The Learnd will not, contrary to the 
Experience of their own Taſte,” take 
the Brewer's or the Baker's Word for 
the Goodneſs of Bread or Drink, tho 


ignorant 
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gnorant of their Craft. And why 
may not the Valgar likewiſe be Judges 
of the true Senſe of Things, tho they 
underfland nothing of the Tongues 


from whence they are tranſlated for 


their Mſe's '? Truth is always and every 
where kh ane”; " and ani unintelligible 
or abſurd" Propoſition is to be never 
the more re, Wh for being antient 
or Prrange, for being originally writ+ 
ten in Latin, Greek, or Hebrew, 
Befades, « Divinity only intelligible 
fo ſuch as live 'by it, is, in humane 
Languave, 'a Trade; and T fee not 
how they can be angry at the Name, 
that are ſo palf onately in love with 
the Thing. But of this in due place. 

The Poor, who are not ſuppos'd 
to. underſtand Philoſophical Syſtems, 
ſoon apprehended the Difference be- 
tween the plain convincing Inſtruftions 


of Chriſt, andthe intricate ineffettu- 


al Declamations of the Scribes,” For 
a 2 the 
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the Jewiſh Rabbies, divided at that 
time into Stoick, Platonick, and Þy- 
thagorean Sefts, &c. did by a mad 
Liberty of Allegory, accommodate the 
Scriptures to the wild Speculations of 
their ſeveral Maſters. They made 
the People, who comprehended notbing 
of their Cabaliſtick Obſervations, be- 
lieve 'em to be all profound Myſte- 
ries; and ſo taught 'em SubjeFtion to 
Heatheniſh Rites, whilſt they ſet the 
Law of God at nought by their Tra- 
ditions. . No wonder then if the diſ- 
intereſted common ſort, and the more 
ingennous among the Rulers, did re- 
jeft theſe nonſenſical Superſtitions, 
tho impudently father'd upon Mo- 
ſes, for a Religion ſuted to the Ca- 
pacities of all, delineated, and foretold 
by their own Prophets. 

.. I wiſh no Application of this could 
be made, in the following Diſcourſe, 
to the Caſe of any-(briſtians ; much 
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eſs to the purer and better ſort. 
Whoever conſiders with what Eager- 
neſs and Rigour ſome Men preſs 
Obedience to their own Conſtitutions 
and Diſcipline, (conniving m the 
mean while at all Nonconformity to 
the Divine Law) bow ſtriftly they en- 
join the Obſervation of unreaſonable, 
unſcriptural Ceremonies, and the Be- 
lief of thoſe unfathomable Explana- 
tions of what they ſtiffly hold them- 
ſelves to be incomprehenſible ; I ſay, 
who conſiders all this, is vehemently 
tempted to ſuſpe&t they drive a more 


ſelfiſh Defegn than that of inflrufting 


the Ignorant, or converting the Sin- 
ner, That any ſhould be hated, de- 


RK1 


ſpis'd, and moleſted ; nay, ſome- - 


times be charitably burn'd and dann'd, 
for rejefting thoſe Fooleries ſuperadd- 
ed, and in many Caſes ſubſtituted 
to the moſt bleſſed, pure, and prafti- 
cable Religion that Men could wiſh or 

a 3 enjoy, 
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enjoy, is Matter of.. Aſto oniſhment and 
Grief to. ſuch as prefer the Precepts of 
God to.: the. Inventions: of Men, . the 
plain Paths. of Reaſon ta the, inſupe- 
rable Labyrinths of the Fathers, aud 
true Chriſtian Liberty £0. Richolical 
and | Antighriſlrs Tray. -. 

+ + Butthecommon Method of reaching 
and ſupporting this Myſtery, of. Iniquity 
is ſtill, more tolerable. 1 How many 
voluminons Syſtems, infinitely more 
difficult. than the Sqripturg, gm bg 
read with great Atteniqn bm, that 
would be. Maſter. of the, preſent Theo- 
logy *. What, a. prodigious Number of 
barbarous . Words, (myſterious na 
doubt). what tedious and immethodical 
Direftions,,, what ridiculous .and diſ- : 
crepant Taterpr etations muſt you pa- 
tiently learn, and obſerve,. before you | 
can: begin. to yderfland a. Profeſſor ; 
of that. Faculty * The, aft and ea- 8 * 

x h f «ft part of Jour Labour will be, to 

find 
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fad his Sentiments in the Bible, 
tho the: holy  Penmen never thought 
1. of them, and you never.read that [a- 
; cred\ Book: ſmce you were 'a School- 
| Boy: +Bat: a Diſtruft "of yaur own Xx 
Reaſon, a: blind Venergtion for thoſe 
that 4ivid before you,” and a firm Rev 
ſolution: of | adhering. to all the Expa- 
fitions of. your Party," will do''any 
7 thing. . Belitveonly, gs aſure Foun- 

dation for-all your" Allegories, \that 
' the Words of | Scripture,” tho. never 
fo equivocal and ambiguous without 
the Context, may frgnify-:every where 
whatever 'they'can \ fipuify: td. if 
this be nat "enough; believe that eve<. 
ry 'Truths a:true Senfe of every Paſ- 
ſage of Scripture ; that is, that any 
thing may. be made of every thing : 
And: you ll not 'only find. all the New 
; Teſtament in the Old, | and all the Old 
in the New ;. but, I promiſe you, 
| - there's no Explication, tho never ſo 
: a 4 Violent, 
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violent, tho never ſo contradiftory or 
perplex'd, but you may as eafily-eſta- 
bliſh as admit. NED 

But I will not repeat what T have 
expreſly written of this Matter in an 
Epiſtolary Diſſertation, now lying by 

me, entitul'd, Syſtems of |Divini- 
ty exploded. the following Di/- 
courſe, which is the firſt of three, 
and Wherein ] prove my Subje& in ge- 
neral, the Diviity of the New Te- 
ſtament is taken for granted ; ſo that —- | 
it regards only Chriſtians immediately, ; 
and others but remotely, who are pray d 
to weigh my. Arguments by the ſaid 
Suppofution. In the 'next Diſcourſe, 
equally concerning Chriſtians and others, 
] attempt a particular and” rational 
Explanation of the reputed Myſteries 
of the Goſpel. 4nd in the third, 1 
R demonſtrate the Verity of Divine Re-. 
velation againſt Atheiſts, and all E- 
nemies of reveal'd Religion. 
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: This ſeems to me to be the beſt Me- 
thod ; for the Order of Nature is m 
your Syſtems of Divinity quite invert- 
ed. They prove the Authority and Per-_ 
fillin, before they teadh the Contents, 
of Scripture ; whereas the firſt is in 
great. meaſure known by the laſt. 
How can any be ſure that the Scrip- + 
ture contains all things neceſſary to 

| Salvation, till be firſt reads it over ? 
#f Nay, how can he conclude it to 
be Scripture, or the Word of God, 
till be exattly ſtudies it, to ſpeah now 
of no other Means he muit uſe * This 
Confuſion then T bave carefully avoid- 
ed ; for 1 prove firſt, that the true 
Relig ion muſt neceſſarily be reaſonable 
and Sel igible. Next T1 ſhew, that 
theſe requiſite Conditions are found in 
Chriſtianity. But ſeeing a Man of 
200d Parts and Knowledg may eaſily 
m_ a clear and coherent Syſtem, 
1 demonſtrate, Thirdly, that the 
Chriſ- 
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Chriſtian Religion was nob' form'd af- 
ter ſuch a manner, but wYdivinely 
reveal'd from Fleaven.'” Thoſe three 
w=_ Fs" T-haiidlle in 'as raarty Books; 
where as T"faid before, the 4 
Patel rn is the firſt»: ' 
"Before T firſſ\- y muſt take' n= | 
tice of thoſe Gentlenen rs love: to 1 
tall. Names in Religion : -for whit 
are”all Party-Diftint ions, but,” ac- 
cording” to them, | ſo "many ſorts of 
Fieremitks, or Schiſmaticks, or worſe * 
But "aſſure them 'that I am -netther 
"Paul, no#"of: Ce phas, nor of 
Apoltos, but of the _ Jefus Chriſt 
alone, Þho is the \ Aitthor and Fi- 
nifher, of my' Bairh. 1 have 'as 
niuch- Right to-have others calfd af- 
fer WP Name, as "they to" \give'me a 
Detinbndtinn,: and that 14 'no*- Right 
att. ©f 'ſagn not thidto prevent being 
mnViwiſly repreſentet; according" a 
Very Comms Artifite, <nnder the No- 
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tiou of. any, Seb in.the. World-that is 
juſtly or unjuſtly bated by. achers. 
This. would be, a poor Conſideration 
ipdeed.! | butt is\ny ett] d Judgment, 


thut the thing is. unlawful in it - ſelf 
tea good ( briſtian. Leaving, others 


ne Vertheleſs theig... Likerty in this 
Po, it 'muſh, . atleaſt, .be granted 
convenient :,\for if you go under the 
Name of 4 Lugheran, for mſtance, 
tho you agree with thoſe of your Come 
munion but in the man, Articles, . yet 
their; Adverſaries will not fail, \upon 
occaſion, to,charge you with thoſe other 
Matters wherein, you. diſſent,; Aud 
ſhould: you then declare your.. Jude- - 
ment, the. reſt of. the Lockamns 
will not only be much offended; but be 
apt alſo to call, your Sincerity in queſ- 
tion. about every, thiyg beſides 5 which 
is the known Temper of maſt. Sefts. 
The only religions File therefare that 
I fat eVer- own, for my part, is. 
that 
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that moſt glorious one of being a 
Chriſtian. | | 


A'Word or two more 1 muſt add 


in anſwer fo the Malice or Miſtake of 


fome, who will needs have it that 
I'm adeclar'd Enemy to all Church- 
men, - and conſequently (ſay they) to 
all Religion, becauſe 1 make 'em/ the 
ſole (ontrivers of thoſe inconceivable 
or myſterious Doftrines, which T al- 


ſo maintain are as advantageous to 


themſelves, as they are prepudicial to 
the Laity. Indeed there are thoſe, 
who, eafily overlooking all Contempt of 
the true Religion, are very ready to 
treat 'em as pernicious Fereticks, or 
unſufferable Atheiſts, that ſhew the 
leaſt Diſlike of what are acknowleds'd 
Additions to Chriſtianity, whatever 
Convenience or Neceſſity may be pre- 
tended far their Eftabliſhnent, If 


any ſuch underſtand by Religion the 


myſterious Part of it, then truly it 


Will 


7 


OO. | > I: 


will be no hard matter to prove me as 
little favourable to this Religion, as 
I'm far from making any Apologies for 
my ſelf to the Profeſſors of it. _ 

| As for charging Church-men with 
beg the Authors and Introducers of 
the Chriſtian Myſteries, they muſt be 
my Enemies for telling the Truth, who 
are diſpleas'd at it : for there is no 
matter of Fatt more evident from 
every Page both of the Civil, and Ec- 
clefiaſtick Fiiſtories. Nor had the 
Laity ever any hand in that Buſineſs, 
otherwiſe than as confirming by Le- 
gal Sanftions what they were firſt per- 


| ſwaded to by the preaching of their 


Prieſts; as they do now ſometimes, 
at their Sollicitation, impriſon excom- 


 municated, and proſecute erroneous 


Perſons, after the Excommunication 
is firſt pronounc'd, and the Hereſy 
decreed or declar'd by the Clergy. 
Now as all Church-men are not 

in 
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in their Opintons for theſe Praflices, 
ſo T ſee no better Reaſon they have to 
be angry with any Body for writing 
againſt them that are, , than a g6od 
Prince can pretend for puniſhing the 
Fiiſtorian of a Tyrant's Fices, © only 
becauſe the Tyrant had been likewiſe 
a Prince, 4 

To all corrupt Clergy-men there- 


fore, who make a meer Trade of Re- 


ligion, and build an unjuſt Authority 
upon the abus'd ( onſciences of the Lai- 
ty, I'm a profeſt Adverſary ; as Thape 
every good and wiſe Man already is, 
or will be. But asT ſhall always re- 
main a hearty Friend to pure and ge- 
nuie Religion, ſo I ſhall - preſerve 
the Figheſt Veneration for the ſincere 
Teachers thereof, than whom there 
is not a more uſeful Order of Men, 
and without whom there could not be 
any happy Society or well conflituted 
Government in this World, to ſpeak 
4 nothing 


AE 


UMI 


The Preface. RRX1 


' nothing of their Relation to the World 

| to come, nor of the double Eſteem 

| which they deſerve for keeping Proof 
againſt the general Infettion of their 
Profeſſion. But T have no Appre- 
henfions from the ſincere ; and if the 
deſigning Party diſcover their Concern 
by their Diſpleaſure, it may well 
ſerve for a Mark to diſtinguiſh them, 
but will not be thought an Injury by 
me. 
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__ Myſterious,” &c. 


The State-of the. Queſtion. 
N* x; 


{HERE -is nothing that 
+ . Men make a greater 
-;-- Noiſe about, in our 

> - Time eſpecially, than 
what - they generally profeſs fe of 
all to_ underſtand. It. may be eaſily 
concluded, E mean the: Myſterizs of 
the Chriſtian Religion, The Divines, 
whoſe peculiar Province it-isto explain 
them to others, almoſt unanimouſly 
own their Ignorance concerning them. 
They gravely tell us, we muſt adore 
what we cannot comprehend : And yet 
ſome of ?em preſs their dubious Com- 
ments upon the reſt of Mankind with 
more Aſſurance and Heat, than could 
be tolerably juſtify*d, tho we ſhould 
grant them to be abſolutely — 
CIR B E 


Id 
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Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
The worſt on't is, they are not all of 
a Mind. Tf you be Orthodox to thoſe, 
you are a Heretick to theſe. He that 
ſides with a Party is adjudg'd to Hell 
by the Reft; and if he declares for 
none, he receives ao milder Sentence 
from all. . he 16 
2, Some of 'em ſay t eries 0 

the Goſpel are to be akuti_ns only 4 
the Senſe of the Antient Fathers, But 
that 1s ſo multifarious, and inconſiſtent 
with it ſelf, as tomake it impoſſible for 
+ Body to believe ſo mayy Contra- 
flictionsat ones. They themſelves did 
caution their Readers from leaning up- 


on their Authority, without the: Evi- 
_ dence of Reaſoy: And thought as lit- 
tle of becoming a Rule of Faith to 


their Pofterity, as we do to ours. 
Moreover, as all the Fathers were not 
Authors, fo we cannot rly be 
faid ta have their genuine Sts. The 
Works of thoſe that have written are 
wonderfully corrupted and adultera- 
ted, or not entirely extant: And if 
they were, their Meaning is much 


more obſcure, and fubje& to. Contro- 


verſy, than that of the Scriptare. 


3. Others 
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3, Others tell us we muſt be of the 


 Mindof wee ag Do#tors, pto- 


nounc'd Orthodox by the Authority of 
the Charch, But as we ate not a whit 
ſatisfy'd with atty Authority of that 
Nafute, ſo we ſee theſe ſame particular 
Doors could no tnore agree than the 
whole Herd of the Fathers; but tras 
gically declaim'd againſt one another's 
Praftices and Errors : That they were 
as injudicious, violent, and factious as 
other Men : That they were for the 
greateſt part very credulous and ſuper- 


_ ftitious in Religion, as well as pally 


ignorant and ſuperficial in the minute 
PunQilios of Literature. - Th a word, 
that they were of the ſame Nature and 
Make with our felves; and that we 
know of no Privilege above us be- 
ftow'd upon them by Heaven, except 
Priority of Birth, if that be one; as it's 
likely few-will allow. 

4. Some give a decifive Voice in the 
Unravelling of Myfteries, and the In- 
terpretation of Scriptare, to a General 
Council; and others to ove Mar whom 
they hold to be the Head of the Charch 


Univerſal upon Earth, and the infalli- 


ble Judg of all Controverſies. But we 
| B 2 do 
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do not think ſuch Councils poſſible, nor 
(if they were) to be of more Weight 
than the Fathers; for they conſiſt of 
ſuch, and others as obnoxious altoge- 
ther to Miſtakes and Paſſions: And 
beſides, we cannot have Recourſe, as 
to a ſtanding Rule, for the Solution of 
our Difficulties, to a wonder by God's 
Mercy now more rarely ſeen than the 
ſecular Games of old. As for the oxe 
Judg of all Controverſies, we ſuppoſe 
none but ſuch as are ſtrongly pre- 
poſſeſs*'d by Intereſt or Education can 
1n good carneſt digeſt thoſe chimerical 
ſupreme Headſhips, and Monſters of 
Infallibility. We read no where in 
the Bible of ſuch delegate Judges ap- 
pointed by Chriſt to ſupply his Office : 
And Reaſon manifeſtly proclaims them 
frontleſs Uſurpers. Nor is their Power 
finally diſtinguiſh'd from that of Cour- 
cils to this Hour, by the miſerable Ad- 
mirers of both, 

5. They come neareſt the. thing 
who affirm, that we are to keep to 
what the Scriptares determine about 
theſe Matters: and- there is nothing 
.more true, if rightly underſtood. But 
ordinarily *tis an equivocal Way of 

ſpeak- 
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Tpeaking, and nothing leſs than 'the 


proper Meaning of it is intended by 
many of thoſe that uſe it : For they 


make the Scriptures ſpeak either ac- 


cording to ſome ſpurious Philoſophy, or 
they conform them right or wrong to 
the bulky Syſtems and Formularies of 


their ſeveral Communions.: - 


-- 6: Some will have usalways believe 
what the literal Senſe imports, with lit- 


tle or no Conſideration for Reaſoz, 


which they reject as not fit to be em- - 


ploy*d about the reyeal'd Part of Reli- 
gion. Others aſſert, that we may uſe 
Reaſon as the Inſtrument, but not the 
Rule of our Belief. The firſt con- 
tend, ſome Myſteries may be, or at 
leaſt ſeem to be contrary to Reaſon, and 
yet be receiv'd by Faith. The ſe- 


| cond, that no Myſtery is contrary to 


Reaſon, but that all are above it. Both 
of *em from different Principles agree, 
that ſeveral DoCtrines of the New 
Teſtament belong no farther to the 
Enquiries of Reaſoz than to prove *em 
divinely reveaPd, and that they are 
properly Myſteries {till. 


B3 7. On 
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7+. Qn the contrary, 'we hold that 
Reg/ax. is the only Foundation of all 
Cerrigyde ; and that nothing reveal'd, 
whether as to its Mauner or Exifttxce, 
15s mere exempted from its Diſquiſt- 
tions, than the ordinary Phenomens 
of Nature. Wherefore, we likewiſe 
maintain, according to, the Title.of 
this: Diſcourſe, that #here is nothing in 
the Geſgel contraxy to Reaſon, nor above 
it ; and that no Chriſtian Doftrine cax 
be grogerly 6alPd a Myſtery. ij 
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SECTION L 
Of REASON. 


\. "HE State 6f the Queſtion 
: | being thus fairly laid, our 
- Next buſineſs is to proceed 
to the Proof thereof, But as the dt: 
ftin and brief Explanation of the 


Terms is of indiſpenſable uſe in dif-' 


cufling all Controverhies ; ſo an eaſy 
and natural Method is not leſs gs. 
thin profitable. It- happily falls our 
that the Fermsoft the preſent Queſtion 
are difpos'd according to the Order I 
deſign to obferve ; which is, Firft, to 
 ſhew what is meant by Reaſo, and 
s-Properties : 'Fheni to prove there's 
no DoQtine of the Goſpel contrary t6 
Reaſon : Aſter that, to evince that nei- 
ther is thereany of theny above Reafor; 
and by confequence,, that none is 4 
eff, | t 
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8 
SR. T. 
CHAP. I. 
What REASON #« nt. 


2.-"FOO begin with the firſt, viz. 
KK AReaxſor. It appears to me 
very odd, - that Men ſhould need Defi- 
nitionsand Explanations of that where- 
by. they define and explain all other 
things: Or that they cannot agree a- 
bout.-what they all pretend, in ſome 
meaſure at leaſt, to poſſeſs; and is the 
only Privilege they claim over Brutes 
and Inanimates. - But we find by Ex- 
perience, that the word Reafor is be- 
come -as equivocal -and ambiguous as 
any other ; though all: that"are not 
tickPd with the Vanity of Singularity, 
or Itch of Diſpute, are at bottom a- 
5s the” Thing. PII handle it 
ere with what Brevity I can. 

-1/ 3, They are miſtaken who taketthe 4 
Soul, abſtraftedly conſider d, for Reaſon : 1 

For as the general Idea, of Gold 45 not 1 
a Guinea, but a piece determuyd'to a ' 
particular Stamp and Value ; ſonot the | 
Soul it ſelf, but the--Soul aQting in a 
certain 
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certain and peculiar Manner, is Reaſon, Ch. r. 
They err likewiſe, who affirm Reaſon WV 
to be that Order, Report, or Relation 
which # naturally between all things : For 
not this, but the Thoughts which the 
Soul forms of things according to it, 
may properly claim that Title, They 
ſpeed no better who call their own Tn- 
clinations, or the Authority of others, 
by that Name. But it will better ap- 
pear what it is from the following 
Conſiderations. EL 0 

4. Every one experiences in him- 
ſelf a Power or Faculty of forming 
various Ideas or Perceptionsof Things : 
Of affirming or denying, according as 
he ſees themto agree or diſagree : And 
ſo of loving and deſiring what ſeems 
good unto him; and of hating and 
avoiding what he thinks evil. The 
right Uſe of all theſe Faculties is what 
we call Common Senſe, or 'Reaſox-in 
reneral. Butthe bare Aft of receiving 
deas into the- Mind, whether by the 
Tzntromiſſion of the Senſes, as Colours, 
Figures, Sounds, Smells, &c.' or whe- 
ther thoſe Ideas be the ſimple Operations 
4 the Soul about what it thus .gets 
from without, as meer Conſcion wes 
25 "a 
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SeQt: I. for Example; Kpowing,; Aﬀerming; or 
LY V Denying, without any farther Confide- 


rations; This bare AQ, I fay, of re 
ceiving ſuch Ideas ited the Mind, 'is 
not firitly .Reafo#, betauſe the Soul 
herein —_ paſſive. Whena pro- 
per Objett is conveniently prefented to 
the Eye, Ear, or any other Senſe right+ 
ly, difpos?d, +. neceſſarily makes thoſe 
Impeeforis whieh' the Mind - at - the 
ſane time cannot refuſe ts lodg. And 
we find it can as little forbear hemg 
conftignhs os: 50wn Thoughts or Ope- 
rations; concerniag. this Object ; Thus 
when my. Eyes axe-{ond and open, as 
at this time, I: have-not only an Idea 
of. the PiQure that is before me, bar. I 
lkewife kaow, I perceive, and affirm 
that I fees, F-condider i, it pleaſes me, 
Lwiſh it were'mine: And thus I form, 
or rather afber this manner I have firſt 
formfd,' + wn of ao FI er - 
cetroong, mms; Denying, Con me, 
Willing, Deſiring; a Ideas of af 
the. other Operations of the Mind, 
which:-are thus oceafion?d by the An- 
——gpegry ts pgpti ſenfble- Ob- 
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5. Bythe word IDEA whnch I make Ch. 2. 
fo much vfe of here, and ſhall more -\/v 


frequently m the following Diſcourſe, 


 Funderftand the immediate Objett of the 


And . when it thinks,” or any Thoaght 
tbat the Mind imploys about any thing, 
whether fuch a "Fhe be the Inrage 
or Repreſentation of a Body, as is 


the Idea of a Tree; or whether ir be 


ſame Senſation occafion'd by any Body, 
fuch —_ the Ideasof Coldand Fees, 
of Smells and Taſtes ; or whether, laſtly; 
it dec a mterly intelleffact or abftrated 
Theaxght, ſuch as are the Ideas of . God 
and. created Spirits, of Argning, of 
Saypenfion of Thinking im general,” or 


| -G H AP. HW. S: 
 Wherein. REASON conſiſts. 


6. BY altho-thefe fimple and di: 
- £ ) ftin& Ideas, thus laid up'in 
the / great Repoſitory of the Under- 
1ing py m_ — obſervd, what 
_ ictly: Reaſon, yet they are | 
the fole; Matter and Foundation'of all 
our 


12 _ Chriſtianity not Myſterious, 
Sect. I. our Reaſonixg : For the Mind does upon 
—YV occaſion compare them together, com- 

,pound them: into: complex Ideas, and | 
enlarge, contract, or ſeparate them, as 
it drſcovers.their,'Circumſtances capa- 
ble or not. + So that all our Knowledg 
15,.4n effe&t, nothing elſe but the Per- 
ception of the Agreement or Diſagree- 
ment of our Tdeas in a. greater 'or leſſer 
Number, whereinſoever this Agreement 
or Diſagreement may conſiſt. And be- 
cauſe. this Perception is immediate or 
mediate, our Knowledg 1s twofold. 

-: 7. Furſt, When the Mind, without 
the Aſſiſtance of: any other Idea, imme- 
diately; perceives: the Agreement 'or Diſ- 
agreement of two or more Ideas, as that 
Two and Two is Four, that Red is not 
Blew; it cannot be call'd Reaſon, tha 
it be the higheſt::Degree of. Evidence : 
For here's no need of Diſcourſe or 
Probation, Self<evidence excluding all 
manner of Doubt and Darkneſs. - Pro- 
poſitions' ſa: cleari:of themſelves as to 
want no Proofs,their Terms being once 
underſtood, are commonly known by 
the Names : of -Axioms and Maxims. 
And it is viſible that their Number is 
mdefinite,and-not canfin'd only tatwo 
ry Pr 
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or three abſtratted Propoſitions made Ch. 2: : 
(as all Axioms are) from the Obſerva- Sv 
tion of particular Inſtances; as, that 
the Whole is greater than-any Part, that 
Nothing po, vo no Properties, 

- 8, But, Secondly, when the Mind 
cannot immeaiately . percerve the Agree- 
ment or Diſagreement of any Ideas, be- 
cauſe they cannot be brought near enough 
together, and ſo compar'd, it applies one or 
more intermediate Ideas to diſcover it : 
as, when by the ſucceſſive Application 
, of a Line to two diſtant Houſes, I 
£ find how far they agree or diſagree in 
- Length, which I could not effect with 
my Eye. Thus from the Force of the 
Air, an1 the Room it takes up, I know - 
it has Solidity and Extenſion ; and that 
therefore it 1s as much a Body (tho 
I cannot ſee it) as Wood, or Stone, 
with which it agrees in the faid Pro- 
perties. Here Solidity and Extenſion 
are the Line by which I find Air and 
Body are equal, or that Air is a Body ; 
becauſe Solidity and -Extenſion agree 
. to both, We prove the leaſt -umagi- 
nable Particle of Matter diviſible, by 
{hewing all Bodies to be diviſible ; be- 
cauſe every Particle of Matter is like- 
wiſe 


$a. vY 


14 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 


Seft. I. wiſe a Body : ' and after the like man- 
AV ner, is the Morality of all living Bo- 


dies inferr'd from their D#iſ6bi/ity. 
This Method of Knowledg is properly 
calPd Reaſon or Demonſtration, (as the 
former Self-evidence or Intuition) ; and 
it may be defin'd, That Faculty of the 
Soul which diſcovers the Certainty of any 
thing dubious or obſcare, by comparing it 
with ſomething evidently known. 

9. From this Definition it is plain, 
that the intermediate Ideacan be no Pr 


where its Agreement with both the Ideas 


of the Queſtion is not evident ; and that 
if more than one Idea be neceſſary to 
make it appear, the ſame Evidence is re- 
quir'd in each of them, For if the Con- 
neQtion of all the Parts of a Demox- 
ſtration were not indubitable, we could 
never be certain of the Inference or 
Concluſion whereby we join the two 
Extreams : So tho Self-evidence ex- 
cludes Reaſon, yet all Demonſtration 
becomes at length /e/f-evident. Tt is 
yet plainer, that when we have no No- 
tions or Ideas of a thing, we cannot rea- 
ſon about it at all; and where we have 
Taeas, if intermediate ones, to ſhew their 
conſtant and neceſſary Agreement or Diſ- 

agree- 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 15 
agreement, fail us, we can never go be- Ch. 2, 
ond Probability. Tho we have an Idea -1v 
of inhabited, and'an Idea of the Moor, 
yet we have no intermediate Idea to 
ſhew ſuch a neceſſary Conne&tion be- 
tween them, as to make us certainly 
conclude that this Planet is inhabited, 
however likely. it may ſeem. Now, 
ſince PROBABILITY is not K.NOW- 
LEDG, I baniſh all HYPOTHESES 
from my PHILOSOPHY, becauſe if 
I admit never ſo many, yet my Kyow- 
leda is not a jot increasd : for no evi- 

2 dent Co 10n appearing between 
| my Tdeas, I may poſlibly take the 
ff wrong fide of the Queſtion to be the 

right, which is equal to knowing no- 

thing of the Matter. When I have 

arriv'd at Ayowledg, I enjoy all the Sa- 
; tisfa&tion that attends it ; where I have 
4 only Probability, there I fuſpend my 
: Judgment, or, if it be worth the 
Pains, TI ſearch after Certainty. 
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CHAL:: - 
Of the Means of INFORMATION. 
I = beſides theſe Pro rties of 


Reaſon which we have ex- 
plain'd, we are yet moſt carefully to 
diſtinguiſh in it the. Means of Infor- 
mation, from the Ground of Perſwaſion : 
for the NegleCt of this eaſy DiſtinCti- 
on-has. thrown Men into infinite Miſ- 


takes, as I ſhall prove before I have 


done.” The Means of + mem I call 
thoſe Ways whereby any thing comes barely 
to our KR powleds, without neceſſarily com- 
manding our Aſſent, By the Ground 
0 Parioaſes, I underſtand that Rule 
by which we judg of all Trath, and which 
rrreſiſtibly convinces: the Mind, 'The 
Means of Information are E X P E- 
RIENCE and AUT HORITY: 
Experience (as you may ſee N? 4.) 
is either external, which furniſhes us 
with the Ideas of ſenſible -ObjeQts ; 
or internal, which helps us to the 
Ideas of the Operations of our own 
Minds. This is the common Stock - 

al 
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all our Knowledg ; nor. can we poſſ- Ch. 3. 
bly. have Ideas any other way without + V 
new. Organs or Faculties. ©: 

I1.. Aathority,'abuſively ſo calld, 
as: if. all- its Informations were. to be 
 receiv'd without Examen, is either 
Humane or Divine : Hamane Authority 
is calPdalſo Moral Certitude ; as when 
I believe an intelligible Relation made 
by my Friend, becauſe I have no Rea- 
ſon to ftifpett his Veracity, nor he an 
Intereſt-to-.deceive me.\ 'Thus all oh 
ble' Matters of. Fatt, duly atteſted by co- 
evous Perſons as known to them, and ſac- 
ceſſruely related by others of different , 
Times, Nations, or Intereſts, who could 
neither be impos*d upon themſelves, nor 
be juſtly ſuſpetied of combining together 
to deceive others, ought to be receryd by 
5 for as certain and indubirable as if we 
had ſeen them with our own Eyes, of heard 
them withour own Ears. By this means - 
it is, T believe there. was ſuch a.City 
as Carthage, ſuch a Reformer as La- 
ther, and that there is ſuch a Kingdom 
as Poland, When all. theſe Rules con- 
cur in any Matter of FaQ, I take it 
then for Demonſtration, which: is no- 
thing elſe but Irreſiſtible Evidence from 

C proper 


_ - Oriſtinit net Myſterious. 
Se. 1, proper Proofs : But whero any of cheſe 
GY Conditions are wanting, the thing 

«xcertain, or,atbeſt,but gwhuch, 
rr he andere of Go God, ot Divine 

e2. T of are 
Revelation, 'is the Manifeſtarion of 
Truth by Truth it: ſelf, to whom it is 

- unpoſſible to fie : Whereof: at large in 
Ch. o. of thefollowitiy Seton. No- 

O thing in Nature, cah come to out 


Knowledg but by ſore of mo 
Means, wit. Th, 

Senſes, the CEOS? Hi 
mire and Divuxe Revelntion. 

Of the Ground of PERSWASION. & 
73: NN, TOW, as we are extreatnly f 


ſabje& to 4Yecenr ron, Wwe 
ot ns cue 
N a e Propolition 
for an Axiom, Old Wives Pables for 
Adoral Cortitudt, and Humane Impo- ©: 
ſtures for Divine Revelarion. Thisin- 4 
fallible Rule, or Ground of all ri | 
A coi is Evadnce; and itconliſts 
in ff 


y 5 
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in the exatt Conformity 


Things we think upos. :: For as we bave 
only -Ideas in us, and not the! Things 
themſelves, *ris by thoſe we muſt form 
'T4» Ideas therefore being Repreſen- 
tative Beings, their. Evidedce naturally 
conlifts'in the :Property ny have-of 
xtruly.repreſenting their Objects, © Not 


that. I think every Idea bas a perfet 


Pattern. to repreſent, as the Ideas of 
Lexgth and Jiotion in my Ming are 
likethe Length and Motion:of the Pen 
I handle ; oe ſame Liras are but the Rt- 
futt of certain Powers in the Particles of 
Bodbes to OCCASION particular Sex- 
ſations in as ; as the Sweetne/s of Stigar 
and the: Cold of Ice, are no more iy- 
herent m them than Paz in the Kaite 
that cuts me, or Srckne/s 10. the Fruit 
that furfeirs me. But thoſuch ccafpo- 
w4/ 1J:as have no Exiftence out of: our 
Imagination, yet the Pjcalure, Paip, 
and other Qualitics they excite, ſhew 
us the Good or Harm their Subjetts 
may do us; which readers the Know - 
ledg of. them as uſcful as that of che 
Properties which realy exiſt in the 

C3 Things 
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> Onur laeas or Ch. 4s 
Thoughts with their | Objeits, or the SW 
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Sea. F. Things themſelves. -Withoutthe Heat 
<Arvy and Leizht of: Fire, what ſhouldits' Fr- 

gureand Quantityierve for? And what 
Afets a Price upon Amber-greece, but 
'the\Perfame? The Reaſon then'w 
IT believe the Idea'of a Roſetto:beevi- 
-dent;, is thetrue Repreſentation it:gives 
me of that Flower.  -T know at 1s'true, 
:becauſe the Roſe muſt.containall-the 
*Properties which its Tdea exhibits, ::e1- 
ther really, as the Bulk and Form, or 
ociafiimaly; as the Colour, Taſte ijand 
Smell: ' And: T:cannot doubt of this, 
becauſe the Properties muſt. belang:to 
the*exemplary:Cauſe,. or to Nothung, 
-or be the Figments of my own Brain: 
-But Nothing" can have no Properties ; 
and: I cannot make one ſingle Kea-at'my 
- Pleaſure, nor avoid receiving: Ideas when 
Objetts work ox my Senſes : Therefore I 
conclude the- Properties of the: Roſe 
-are+not the Creatures' of my:Fancy, 
-but- belong to the exemplary: Cauſe 
-that 1s, the-Object. : . phe 
\ T5. "The Evidence of the Tacas of 
the Operations of the Mind, is-nfallible 
- asthatof our own-Being.; andif by any 
- Impoſſibility we ſhould: call the latter 
-in queſtion, *twould burt-ſerve to give ; 


oy 
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1s the greater Affurance of it : For be- Ch: 4. 
ſides the unavoidable- Suppoſition of CV, 
our Exiſtence in this very Propoſition, 
1 doubt if I am; ſo it 1s clear;5that 
whatever doubts muſt - needs be as 
much ſomething as: what affirms, and 
this ſomething I call »xy ſelf. Let us 
now but ſtrictly require: this Evidence 
in all the Agreements and Diſagree 
ments of our Ideas 1n: things . meerly 
ſpeculative, and as far as we-can:in 
Matters of common Practice, '( for 
theſe muſt of neceffity ſometimes ad- 
mit Probability to-ſupply the Defect of 
Demonſtration) ; and we may without 
a lazy Reliance upon Authority, or a 
ſceptical Progreſs to Infinity, ſucceſs- 
fully trace the Truth, and bring it to 
view the Light from thoſe -ſubterra- 
neous Caverns where it 15 ſuppos*d to 
lie conceaPd. Tt is impoſſible for us 
to err as Jong as we take Ewvidezce for 
our Guide; and we never miſtake, but 
when we wander from it by abuſing 
our Liberty, in denying that of any thing 0 
which belongs to it, or attributing t0 it 
what we do not ſee in its Idea. "This is 
the primary and univerſal Origin of all 
our Errors. | 
C 3 16, But 


£ 
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. 16, But God4the wiſe Creator of all, 
( ever to be nam'd and thought upon 
with aac rang—a who has enabÞd us 
to: perceive Things, and form Judg- 
ments of them, = alſo endu'd us wit 
the Power of ſuſpending our Judgments 


aboat whatever i uncertain, and of ne- 


. wer aſſexting but to clear Perceptions. 


He is ſo far from putting us _ any 
Neceffity of erring, that as he has thus 
ivileg'd us on the one hand with a 
aculty of guarding our ſelves againſt 
Prepoſleſſion, or Precipitation, by pla- 
eing our Liberty only in what is indiffe- 
rent, or dubious and obſrure ; ſo he 
vides. on . the other hand, that we 
ſhould diſcern and embrace the Truth, 
by taking it out of oar Power to diſſent 


from an evident Propoſition. We muſt 


neceſſarily believe, that it ts i-npof/ible 
the ſame thing ſhould be and not be at 
once : Norcan all the World perſwade 
us to doubt of it. But we need not 
admit that there's no YVozd in Nature, 
or that the Earth abſolves an annual 


Courſe about the Sun, till we get De- 


monſtrations to that Effet, 
17. If People precipitare their Aſſo, 
cither becauſe they find the Search of 


Trath 
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Truth attended with more Difficalties Ch..4. 
than they ave willing te rap through, or -\v 
berauſe they would not ſeem ta be ignorant 
o any thing, this is their fault. Where- 
ore let us attribute all our falſe Nos» 
tions to .our own Anticipation and 
Inattention; Let vs confaſs our De- 
ſtruftion to be of our ſebves ; and cheer: 2 Pet. 2.1, 
tully thank our kind Diſpaſer, who 
has put us under a Law of bowing he- 
igre the Light and Majeſty of Emi- 
dence, And truly if we might doubt 
of any thing that is clear, or be de- 
ceiv'd by diſtin Canceptions, there 
could be nothing certain : Neither 
Conſcience, nar God himſelf, ſhould be 
regarded ; No Society or Government 
: could ſubſiſt. But it isas true, that if 
} we could not ſuſpend our Afﬀent to du- 

1 bious or obſcure Propoſitions, Almighty 
Goodneſs (which is impoſſible) ſboald 
be the real Cauſe of all our Errors. 

: 18, If it ſhould be askd, why Af- 
; ſent is deny*d to ttue Propoſitions, 
} ſince Evidence neceſſarily requires it? 


2 I anſwer, *t#s becauſe they are not made 
' evident : For Perſpicuity and Obſcuri- 
1 ty are relative Terms, and what is 
either to me may be the quite contrary 
| | WS -- to 
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SeQ. T. to another. If Things be deliver'd in 
HV Words not underſtood by the Hearer, 

nor demonſtrated'to agree with other 
'Fruths already very clear, or now ſo 
made to him, he cannot conceive *em. 
Likewiſe if the Order of Nature 
and due *Simplicity be not obſery'd, 
he cannot ſee them evidently true or 
falſe; -and ſo ſuſpends his Judgment, 
(if no Aﬀection ſways him) where 
another, it may be, receives perfect Sa- 
tisfaction. Hence it is that we fre- 
quently, -with Indignation and Won- 

. der, attribute that to the Stupidity and 
Obſtinacy:of others, which is the Fruit 

_ of our own confus'd Ratiocination, ſor 
want of having throughly digeſted our 
Thoughts ; or by affefting ambiguous 
Expreſſions, and uſing ſuch as the 0- 
ther has. no Ideas to at all, or different 
ones from ours. | | 


SECT. | 
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That the Do@rines of the 
Goſpel are not contrary 
to Reaſon. 


I, Fter having ſaid ſo much of 
Reaſon, T need not operoſe- 


ly ſhew what it is to be con- 
trary to it ; for I take it to be very in- 
telligible from the precedent SeCtion, 
that what is evidently repugnant to clear 


and aiſtinft Ideas, or to our common No- 


tions, is contrary to Reaſon: T go on 
therefore to prove, that the Dottrines 
of the Goſpel, if it: be the Word of 
God, cannot be ſo, But if it be ob- 


* jeQted, that very few maintain they 
. are:: Treply, that no Chriſtian I know 


of now (for we ſhall not diſturb the 
Aſhes of the Dead) exprelly fays 
Reaſon and the Goſpel are contrary to 
one another, But, which returns - 

tne 
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26 Chriſtianity not Myſterions, 
Se&t.IT. the fame, very many affirm, that tho 
WV the Dottrines of the latter cannot in 

themſelves be contradiftory to the 
Principles of the former;as proceeding 
both from God ; yet, that according to 
our Conceptions of them, they may ſeem 
direttly to cleſb i And that tho we can- 
not reconcile them by reaſon of our 
corrupt and limited Underſtandings ; 
yet that from the Authority of Di- 
vine Revelatian, we are bound to be- 
lieve and acquieſce in them ; or, as the 
Fathers taught *em to ſpeak, 70 adore 
what we cannot comprehend. 


Lett Me ae EE ane th. A os Mo es. MS. EE den 4 OT dl. A. nd. hea tdd 


The Abſurdity and . Effefts of ad- | 
. mitting any real or ſeeming Con= | 
traditions in RELIGION. 


2. ! HIS famous and admirable 

| DPoerine is the undoubted 
Source of all the Ab/ardittes that ever 
were ſeriouſly vented among Chri/ti- 
35. Without the Pretence of it, w@® | 
ſhould never hear of the Tranſeb/tan- | 


tation, 
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tration, and other ridiculous Fables of Ch. r, 
the Church of Rome; nor. of any of VV 
the Exftern Ordares, almoſt all receiv'd 
into this Veftern Sink : Nor ſhould we 
be ever banter'd with the Lutheran In- 
panation, or the Ubiquity it has pro- 
duc'd, as one Monſter ordinarily be» 

ets another, And tho the Socinians 

iſown this PraQtice, I am miſtaken 
if either they or the Arias can make 
their Notions of a dignifi'd and Crea- 
ture-God capable of Divine Worſhip, ap- 
pear more reaſonable than the Extra- 
vagancies of other Sects touching the 
Article of the Trinity, _ - | 

3. In ſhort, this DoQtrine is the 
known Refuge of ſome Men, when 
they are at a loſs in explaining an 
Paſſa of the Word of God. Leſt. 
they ſhould appear to others leſs know- 
ing than they would be thought, they 
make nothing of fathering that upon 
the ſecret Counſels of the Almighty, 
or the Nature of the Thing, which is, it 
| may be, the Effett of Inaccurate Rea- 
| ſoning, Unskilfujneſs in the Tongues, 
or Ignorance of Hiſtory, But more 
3 commonly it is the Conſequence of 
| curly Impreſſions, which they dive hb 
om 
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Sect.II. dom'afterwards corre by more free 
—{Y and riper Fhoughts :: So. deſiring to. be 
1 Tim-1.7. Teachers 7 the Law, and ware Pow 

either what they: ſay, nor thoſe things 
which they affirm; they obtrude upon us 
Mar. 15-9. for Doftrines the Commanaments of Men. 
And truly well they may ; for if we 
once admit this Principle, I know not 
what we can'deny that is told us in 
the Name of ,the Lord. This Do- 
Etrine, T-muſt remark it too, does high- 
Iy concern us. of the Laity ; for how- 
ever-it came to be firſt eſtabliſh'd, the 
Clergy (always excepting ſuch as de- 
ſerve it) have not been fince wanting 
to themſelves, but improv*d it ſo far as 
not only to. make the plaineſt, but the : 
moſt trifling things inthe World »y/te- by 
rioas, that we might conſtantly depend y 
upon:them for the Explication. And - 
nevertheleſs, they muſt not, if they 
could; explain them to us, without 
ruining their own Deſign, let them 
never ſo fairly pretend it. But, over- 
looking all Obſervations proper for : 
this Place, let us enter upon the imme- 4 
diate Examen of the Opinion it ſelf. ; 
4. The firſt thing I {hall infiſt upon 
O is, that if any Dodtine of the New 
8132 | Teſt a- 
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Teſtarzent be contrary to Reaſon,'iwe Ch. x 
have no manner: of Idea: of it; Fo Vw 
ſay, for inſtance,:. that 4 Ball's white 


and black at once, is tO my juſt hothing;; 
for.theſe Colours are 4o' incompatible 
in the ſame SubjeQ, :as-to exclude all 
Poſſibility of a-real -poſitive Idea-or 
Conception. - Sotoſay, as the Papriſts, 
that Children dying before ' Baptiſm are 
damn*d without Pain;: figmiies nothing 
at all : For if they. be-intelligent'Crea- 
tures 1n the other ' World, to be eter- 
nally excluded: God?s: Preſence,” 'and 
the Society of theBleſſed, muſt: prove 
ineftable | Torment to::them::::But if 
they think they haveno Underſtand- 
ing, 'then they -are::not-: capable: of 
Damnation-in thaw Seriſe.; and fo they 
ſhould : not ſay : they \Are in Lymbo- 
Dungeon, but: that exther-they-had'no 
Souls, -or were /annihilated ;...which 
' had it been true; as they can never 
ew.) would. be. ,reaſonable enough, 
and eaſily conceiv?d. « Now if we have 
no Ideas of a thing; it is certainly but 
loſt Labour for us to:trouble our. ſelves 
about it : For what I don't conceive, 
canno. more gwe me. right Notions of 
God, or influence my Actions, than 
a 


JO Chriſtionty not Myſterious. = 
Sel. n Prayer deliver'd in an unknown 
VV Tongue can excite my. Devotion : If 
x Cor 14« the 7 rumpet gives an wacertain Sound, 


b, 5. whe jo pre bi ro the Bareel ? 


ords eafy to be ander 
rmpprvers pf ſhall it be known 
Jpokn ian? 


, tho' never {© = 

er, .if they have not Ideas 

ver.s. fix'd torhem, are but Words ſpoker in: 

the Azs ;. and cannot be the Ground of 
 Rom.12.1. a reaſ reaſonable Service, or Worſhip. 

If an y ſhould think to evade the 


Di fa « va the Ideas of 
Dilbuky by ain, be contrary in- * 
ded © to common -- <h yet oonſi- 


a little that the thing were ſo; ic fill *# 
follows, that one cununderſtand theſe | 


DoQtrines except their Perceptions be 

communicated to han in oy 

dinary manner, as by new Powers and 
ns. Andthen too, others cannot 

beedifi'd by what is diſcours'd of _ 

unleſs they enjoy the ſame Favour, 

that if I would go preach the Gol 

to the 11d Indians, I maſt 

Ideis of my Words ſhould be, I know 


Pl 
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not how, infus'd into. their ' Souls in Ch. 1. 
order to apprehend 'me': and accore W/V 
ding to this Hypotheſis, they voukd no 
more, without a Miracle, underſtand 
my Speech than the chirping of Birds; 


notwithſtanding 1 /pobe Myfteries Ver. 2. 
vs _—_— Bute whatdo they mean 
by confiſtng with themſelves, yet not 
withour common Notions? Fexr tay 
be call'd Fixe in Heaven; but ſothe 
Name only Is chang'd, the Thing: re- 
mains ftil{ the face; | Andiincewean- 
notin this Workd know any rhing bur 
by our cormon Nenons, how ſhall we 
be ſure of this pretended Confiftency 
between our prefers ſeemimp Contra- 
ditions, and the Theo of rhe 
World to come? Bor:as *tis by Reaſon 
we arrive at the Cermimry of God's 
own Exiſtence, {© we catmor other- 
| waledifcetn his Revadaarons butby cheir 
# CET ar. natural Notices 
4 of bir, which isin fomany worly ww © 
agree with ourcommon Notions.  / &. 
6. The nextthing T ſhall remark is, 
Thar thoſe, who ſtick not vo Tay #2y 
cord believe a downvight Conmadiction 
to 
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| Set IE. #0 Reaſon, didthey find it contain'd in the 
VV Scriptare, do juſt Ee pure 


whatſoever; Lens 
Light to another, Dis She 
God 'the Author :of - all Incertitude. 
F he very Suppoſition,. that Reaſon 
t authorize one thing, and the 
Spirit 'of God another, throws us into 
inevitable Sce viaji; ; for. we ſhall be 
at a perpetual Uncertainty which to o- 
bey : Nay, we cannever be ſure which 
worms For 'the Proof of the Di- 
: of Scripture depending upon 
R n, if the clear/Light of the one 
might be any way contradicted, how 
ſhall webeconvinc'd of the Infallibility 
of: the other ? Reaſon may err inthis | 
Point as well as in any thing elſe; and 
we' have no particular Promiſe it ſhall 
not, no more::thag: 'the Papsſts that 
their Senſes may not. deceive them in 
__every thingas wellasin Co 
zion. To ſay it bears witneſs to it ſelf, 
is equally to eſtabliſh the Alcoran or 
tha Poran. | And *twere a notable Ar- 
gument  to- tell a Heathen, - that the 
. Church has declar'd'4t, when all: So- 
..Ccieties will ſay as much for themſelves, 
if we take their word for it. Beſi des, 
_ it 
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it may be, he would ask whence the Ch. 1. 


Charch had Authority to decide this VV 


Matter ? And if it ſhould be anſwer'd 
from the Scriptare, a thouſand to one 
but he would divert himſelf with this 
Circle. You muſt believe that the 
Scripture is Divine, becauſe the Charch 
has ſo determin'd it, and the Church 
has this deciding Authority from the 
Scripture, Tis doubted if this Power 
of the Church can be prov'd from the 
Paſſages alledg'd to that purpoſe ; but 
the Charch it ſelf (a Party concern'd ) 
affirms it. Hey-day ! are not theſe 
eternal Rounds very exquiſite Inven- 
tions to. giddy and entangle the Un- 
thinking and the Weak ? 

7. But if we believe the Scripture 
to be Divine, not upon its own bare 
Aﬀertion, but from a real Teſtimony 
conſiſting in the Evidence of the things 
contain'd therein; from undoubted 
Effects, and not from Words and Let- 
ters; what is this but to prove it by 
Reaſon ? Tt has in it felf, I grant, the 
brighteſt CharaQters of Divinity: But 
*tis Reaſon finds them out, examines 
chem, and by its Principles approves 
and pronounces them ſufficient ; which 
WE D order- 


# 


14 — Chriſtiquty net Myſterious, 
Sect.H. orderly begets in us an Acquieſcence 
DUNN of Faith or Perſwafion. Now it Par» 

ticulars be thus ſeverely ſifted ; if not 
only the Dodtrine of Chriff and his 
H_— be canfider'd, but alfa their 
Lives, Predictions, Miracles, and 
Deaths ; ſurely. all this Labour would 
be in vain, might we upon any account 
diſpenſe with Cantradiftions. O! 
bleſſed and commodious Syſtem, that 
diſchargeſt at one ftroak thoſe trauble- 
fome Remarks about Hiſtory, Lan- 
guage, figurative and literal Senfes, 
S of the Writer, Circumſtances, 
and other Helps of _— 
. We judg of a Man's Wildom and 
Learning by his Ations, and his Diſ- 
courſes ; but God, who we are aſ{lur*d 
Ads 14.17, has nok left himſelf without a W itefs, 
muſt have no Priviteges above the 
 maddefſt Enthuſiaſt, or the Devi/ him- 

ſelf, at thus rate. 
8. But a Veneration for the very 
Words of God will be pretended : "This 
we are pleas'd with; for we know 
Num, 23. that God is nos 4 Mas that he fboald lie. 
* But the - Queſtion is not about the 
' Words, but their. Senſe, which muſt 
be ever worthy: of their —_ and 
| there- 
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therefore according to the Genius of all Ch. x. 
Speech, figuratively interpreted, when + 


occaſion requires it. Otherwiſe, under 
pretence of Faith inthe Word of God, 
the higheſt Follies and Blaſphemies 
may be deduc'd from the Letter of 
Scripture ; as, that God 1is'ſubjett to 
Paſſions, is the Author of Sin, that 
Chrift is a Rock, was aQuually guilty 
of and defiPd with our Tranſgrefſions, 
that we are Worms or Sheep, and no 
Men. And ifa Figure be admitted in 
theſe Paſſages, why not, I pray, inall 
Expreſſions of the like Nature, when 
thars appears an equal Neceflity for 
it 


9. It may bedemanded why I have 
ſo long inſiſted upon this Article, ſince 
that none m——_ makes Scriptare and 
Reaſon contradictory, was acknow- 
ledg'd before? But in the ſame place 
mention is made of ſome who hold, 
that they may ſeems airettly to claſh ; and 
that tho we cannot reconcile them to- 
gether, yet that we are bound to ac- 
quieſce in the Deciſions of the former. 
A ſeeming Contradiction 1s to us as 
much as a reel one ; and our -Reſpett 
tor the Scripture does not require us to 

D 2 grant 


1 . 
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. Sea. IT. grant any ſuch in it, but rather to con- 
WV clude, that we are ignorant of the right - 
Meaning when a Difficulty occurs; 
and ſo to ſaſpend our Judgment concern- 
ing it, till with ſatable Helps and In- 
duſftry we diſcover the Truth. © As for 
acquieſcing in what a Man - under- 
ſtands not, or cannot reconcile to his 
Reaſon, they know beſt the fruits of it 
that praQtiſe it. For my part, Pm a 
Stranger to it, and cannot reconcile 
my ſelf to ſuch a Principle. On the 
contrary, I am py ſure he pretends 
in vain to convince the Judgment, who 
explains not the Nature of the Thing. 
A Man may give his verbal Aſent to | 
he knows not what, out of Fear, Su- - # 
perſtition, Indifference, Intereſt, and the * 
like feeble and unfair Motives : but as * 
Jong as he conceives not what he be- : 
*lieves, he cannot ſincerely acquieſce in 
it, and remains depriv*d of all ſolid | 
SatisfaQtion. He is conſtantly perplex*'d | 
with Scruples not to be remov'd by his * 
- implicite Faith ;, and ſo is ready tobe * 
Epheſ. 4. ſhaken, and carryd away with everywind | 
14 of Doftrine: T will believe becauſe I } 
w1ll believe, that is, becauſe I'm in the 
Humour [0 to do, is the top of his Apo- 


logy. 
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logy. Such are unreaſonable Men, Ch. x. 
walking after the V anity of their Minds, > 
having their Underſtandings darkend, Ephel. 4. 
being Strangers to the Life of God Ds 
through the Ignorance that is in them, | 
bra of the Pordnes of their Hearts. 
But he that comprehends a thing, 1is as 
{ure of it as if he were himſelf the Au- 
thor. He can never be brought to 
ſuſpe& his Profeſſion ; and, if he be 
honeft, will always render a pertinent 
account of it to others. 

10. The natural Reſult of what has 
been ſaid is,. That to believe the Divi- 
nity of Scriptare, or the Senſe of any 
Paſſage thereof , without rational 
Proots, and an evident Conſiſtency, is 
a blameable Credulity, and a temera- 
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S rious Opinion, ordinarily grounded 
Þ upon an ignorant and wilful Diſpoſi- 
1 tion, but more uy maintain'd 
[ out of a gainful Proſpe&t. For we 
[ frequently embrace certain DoQrines 
3 © not from any convincing Evidence in 
> | them, but becauſe they ſerve our De- 
{ | ſigns better than the Truth; and be- 
[ þ cauſe other Contradictions we' are not 
willing to quit, are better defended by 
their means. 
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Chriſtianity not Myſterions: 
"CHAP. 1. 


Of the Authority of REVELATION, 
as it a0; this Controverſy. 


ts. ts. Ms aaa ing __ 


if, Gainſt all that we kave been 
ZN: eftabliſhing in this Seftion, 
the rity of Revelation will be al- 


Il, 


w_ with great ſhew, as if without 


.a 


whe. of: filencing or extinguiſhin 

R N; it wer alkitnabie uk , 
and-impertinent. But if the:-Diſtintion 
1 made in the-precedent Seftion, 'N. 9. 
be el yn wh the Spring of 
the preſent -Objeftion will quickly ap- 
mh and this rat be better 
underfiood' hereafter.” There I faid 
REVELATION 'was not a neceſfita- 


ting Motive of Afﬀerit, but « Me of 


wniatio;, Weſhould not confounct 
the Way whereby 'we come to the 
knowledg ofa thing, with the Grounds 
we have to believeit. ' A Manmay in- 
form me concerning a thouſand Mat- 
ters 'T never heard of before, and: of 
which I ſhould not as much as _— 
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I were not told ; yet T believe nothing Ch. 2. 
putely upon his wotd without Eve- &yv 
dense 1n the things thetnſelves. Not the 
bare Authority of him-that ſpeaks; . but 
the clear Coriception I forrh of whathe 
ſays, is the Ground of my Perſwaſton. 
t2. If the ſincereſt Perſon on Earth 
ſhould aſſure me he ſaw-a Cane with- 
out two ends, F neither ſhould nor 
could believe him ;: becauſethis Rela- 
tion plainly conttadias the:Tdea of a 
Cane. But if he told me he ſaw a Staff 
that, being by chaheb laid in the Earth, 
did after ſome time' put forth Sprigs 
and Branches, I could eaſily rety upon 
his Veracity ; becauſe this no way con- 
tradiats the Idea of a Staff, nor ttan- 
ſcends Poſhibility. 0 AR | 
x7. I ſay Poſſibility; for Omnipoten- 
ty it felf can do tio more. They impoſe 
upon themſelves and others, who re- 
quire Aſent to things contradiftory, 
| becauſe Goda, ſay they, ca ao alt things, 
and it were limiting of his Poiver to af- 
firm the contrary, Very good i We 
heartily believe God can do all rings : 
But that meer NOTHING fhonld be 
_ theObjectof his Power, the very Om- 
nipotency alledg'd will not permit us to 
p 4 CON- 
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SeQt. IT. conceive. And that every Contradidt;- 
GYV oz, which is a Synonym for _—_— 
lity, is pare nothing, we have already 
ſufficiently demonſtrated. To fay, for 
example, that a thing is extended and 
not extended, is round and ſquare at 
once, 1s to ſay nothing ; for theſe Ideas 
deſtroy one another, and cannot ſubſift 
together inthe ſame Subject. But when 
we clearly perceive a perfet Agree- 
ment and Conneftion between the 
Terms of any Propoſition, we then 
conclude it poſlible becauſe intelligible: 
So I underſtand God may render im- 
mediately ſolid, what has been hither- 
to fluid ; make preſent Beings ceaſe to 
exiſt or change their Forms ; and call 
Rom.4.17. thoſe things that are not, as tho they were. 
When we ſay then, that nothing is inz- 
poſſible with God, or that he can do all 
things, we mean whatever is poſſible 
in itſelf, however far above the Power 

of Creatures to effeQ. 
14. Now, ſuch is the Nature of a 
Matter of FaQ, that tho it may be 
conceiv*d poſſible enough, yet he only 
can with Aſſurance aſſert its Exiſtence 
who is himſelf the Author, or by ſome 


Means of Information comes firſt on 
A re 
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the certain knowledg of it. That there Ch. '. 
was ſuch an Iſland as Jamaica, no Ea. vYD 
ropean could ever reafonably deny : 

And yet that it was preciſely ſituated 
in ſuch a Latitude, was water*d with 
thoſe Rivers, | clotted with - theſe 
Woods, bore this Grain, produc'd that 
Plant, .no Exgliſh-man before the Diſ- 
covery of America, could poſitively 
affirm. 

I5. Thus God is pleag'd to reveal 
to us in Scripture ſeveral wonderful 
Matters of FaCty as the Creation of the 
World, the laſt Tudgment, and many 
other important'Truths, whichno Man 
left to himſelf could ever imagine, no 
more than any of my fellow-Creatures 
can be ſure of my private Thoughts : 
For who knoweth the things of a Man  Cor.2.i. 
ſave the Spirit of a Man that is in him ? 
even ſo the things M4 God knoweth none 
bat the Spirit of Goa. But as ſecret things 
belong unto the Lord ; ſo thoſe things _ os 
which are reveald, belong unto us and to 
our Children, Yet, as we diſcours'd be- 
fore, we do not receive them only be- 
cauſe they are reveald : For beſides the 
infallible Teſtimony of the Revelation 
from all requiſite Circumſtances, we = FO 

ce 
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Seft.IT. ſor in irs Subjett rhe indiſputable Chas 
AV ratters of DIVINE WISDOM and 
SOUND REASON ; which are the 
only Marks we have to diſtinguiſh the 
Oracles and Will of God, from the Im- 
poſtures and Traditions of Men. . 
16, Whoever 'revtals any thing, that 
is, whoever tel}s-us fortething we did 
not know before, his Words muſt be in- 
zelligible, and the Matter poſſible. "This 
RULE holds good, let God or Man be 
the Revealer, If: we count that Per- 
fon a Fool who requires our Aﬀent to 
what.is manifeſtly incredible,how dares 
we blaſphemouſly attribute to rhe »ro/b 
perfett Being, what is an acknowledg*d 
Defe@ in one of ourſelves? As for un- 
unelligible Relations, we can 110 more 
believe them from: the Revelation of 
God, than from that of Man ; for the 
conceiv'd Ideas of things are the only 
Subjets of Believing, -Denymg, Ap- 
* proving, and every other Act of the | 
Underftanding.:. Therefore all Matters ; 
reveaP d-by God or Man, muſt be equally | 
intelligible and poſſible ; ſo far both Re- 
velations agree, - Bur in this they dit- 
ter, that tho the Revelation of Man 
BY ſhould be thus qualiffd, yet he may 
impoſe 
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impoſe upon me as to the Truth of the Ch. 2. 
thing ; whereas what God is pleagd to WV 
diſcover to me 15 not only car to my | 
Reaſon, ( without which his Revela- 
tion could make me no wiſer) but like- 

Wile it is always true, A Man, for 
Example, acquaints me that he has 
found a "Treaſure: This 1s plain and 
poſſible, bur he may eaſily deceive me. 
God aſſures me,that he has form'd Man 
of Farth : "This is not only poſſible to 
God, and to me very intelligible ;; but 
the thing is alſo moſt certain; :God wot 
being capable to deceive me, as Man: is. 
We are then to ex the ſame de- 
gree of. 'Perſpicuity trom God as from 
Man, tho more of Certitude from the 
firſt than the laſt, —- 0h Dt 
17. This Reaſon perſwades, ' and 
the Scriptures expreſly ſpeakit. Thoſe 
Prophets or Dreamers were tobe ſton'd Deur. 13.. 
to Death that ſhould go about to ſe- 1>23 
duce the People from the Worſhip of 
One God to * Polytheiſm, tho they 
ſhould confirm their Do&trine by Signs 
and Wonders. And tho « Prophet ſpoke 
in the Name of the Loyd, yet if the thing 
Ns Prophe. 


th. Mn. thn. tA. F994 Sethe. — — FEEIETY i. as. ith, _ 


® The Strvice of many Gods, 
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SeRt.II. propheſi'd did. not come to paſs, it was to 
_/V be a rational Sign he ſpoke preſumptu- 
Deut. 18. 04fly. of himſelf, and not of God. It 
"127% was reveal'd to the Prophet Jeremy in 

Priſon, that his Uncle's Son would ſell 
Jer.32.7,8 his Field to him, but he did not conclude 
it to be the Word of the Lord till his 
Kynſman attually came to ſtrike the Bar- 
gain with him. The Virgin MART, 
tho of that Sex that's leaſt Proof a- 
gainſt Flattery and Superſtition, did 
Luke x, Not implicitly believe ſbe ſhould har 2 
34, 35» Child that was to be call'd the Son of the 
moſt High, and of whoſe Kjngdom there 
ſbould be no end, till the Angel gave her 
2 fatisfaQory Anſwer to the ſtrongeſt 
Obje&ion that could be made: Nor 
did ſhe then conclude (ſo unlike was 
fhe to her preſent Worſhippers) it 
ſhould unavoidably come to paſs:; but 

Ver: 38. and her own Unworthineſs, ſhe 
etly wiſh'd and expeQted the Event. - 

.18, In how many places afe we ex- 
Mat. 7-14 horted to beware of falſe Prophets and 
har 3' Teachers, Seducers and Deceivers? We 
Tir. r- 10. are not only to prove or try all things, 
- Ss and 7o bold faſt that which is beſt, but 
1 Joh.4.1, alſo to try the Spirits whether they - 4 

| od. 


humbly acknowledging the Poſhbility, | 
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God, But how ſhall we try ? how Ch. 2. 
ſhall we diſcern? Not as the Horſe and rw 
Male which have no Underſtanding, but al. 32-9. 
as circumſpect and wiſe Men, judging Eph. g.15; 
what is ſaid. In a word, it was from * ©": = 
clear and weighty Reaſons, both as to 
FaQt and Matter, and not by a blind O- 
| bedience, that the Men of God of old 
embrac'd his Revelations, which on the 
like Account we are willing to receive 
of their hands, Tamnot ignorant how 
ſome boaſt they areſtrongly perſwaded 

the illuminating and efficacious Opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, and that they 
neither have nor approve other Reaſons 
of their FAIT H: But we ſhall en- 
deavour in its proper place to unde- 
ceive them ; for no Adverſary, how 
abſurd or trifling ſoever, ought to be 
ſuperciliouſly diſregarded by an un- 
feign'd Lover of Men and Truth. So 
far of REVELATION; only in ma- 
king it a Meaz of Information, I fol- 
low Paul himſelf, who tells the Coriz- 
thians, that he cannot profit them except 
he ſpeaks to them by Revelation, or by 1Corag.6. 
Knowledg, or by Propheſying, or b, 
. Doctrine. 


CHAT 
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CHAP. Ill. 


That by (CHRISTIANITY was in- 
tended a Rational and Intelligible 
Religion ;. prov'd from the Mira- 
cles, Merhod and Stile of the 


New Teſtament. 1 / 


19. HAT we diſcoursd of 
REASON before, and 

REVELATION now, being duly 
weightd, all the DoQtrines and Pre- 

cepts of the New Teſtament (if it 

be indeed Divine) mutt conſequently 

agree with Nataural Reaſon, and our 

own ordinary Ideas. This every con- 
ſiderate and wel-diſpos'd Perſon will 

find by the careful peruſal of it : And 
whoever undertakes this Task, will 

Dat, 20. confeſs the Goſpel zot to be hidden from: 
11, 14. #s, 110r afar off, but very nigh us, in our 
Mouths, and in our Hearts, It affords 

the moiſt illuſtrious Examples of cloſe 

and perſpicuous Ratiocination concei- 

vable; which is incumbent on me = 

e 
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the Explication of its MYSTERIES, Ch. 3. 
to demonſtrate. And tho the Evi- rv 
dence of Chris Doftrine might claim 
the Approbation of the Geztsles, and 
its Conformity with the Types and 
Prophecies of the 0/4 Teftament, with 
all the Marks of the MESSIAH can- 
curring in his Perſon, might juſtly 
challenge the Aſſent of his Country- 
men; yet to leave no room for doubt, 
/ he proves his Authority and Goſpel b 
ſuch Works, and Miracles as the {tift- 
neck*d Jews themſelves could not deny 
to be Divine. Vicodewws fays to him, j,y, 4. .. 
No Max can do theſe Miracles which thog 
do*ft, except God be with him. Some of 
the Phariſees acknowledg*d xo Stxrer Joh. g. 16. 
could do ſuch things, And others, that 
they exceeded the Power of the Devil, Joh.10.21, 
20. FESUS himſelf appeals to his 
' very Enenves, ready to {tone him tor 
pretended Blaſphemy, ſaying ;. If F ao Joh. ro. 
aot the Works of my Father, believe me 37> 38- 
wot : But if I ao, believe not we, believe 
the Works; that you may know, and believe 
that the Father is in me, and I in him: 
That is, believe not raſhly an me, and ſo 
give 2 Teſtimony to my Warks ; but 
tearch the Scriptures, which teſtify. of 
| the 
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SeR.IT. the Me3ah ; conſider the Works I do, 
 1YV whether they be ſuch as become God, 

and are attributed to him: If they be, 
then conclude and believe that I am 
he, &c. IneffeR, ſeveral of the Peo- 
Joh. 9. 31. ple ſaid, that Chriſt when he ſhould come 
could do no greater Wonders ; and ma 
Joh. 2-23 of the Jews believ/d, when they ſaw the 
Miracles —_ = = Fe 
Heb.2.3,4 21. How ſhall we eſcape, ſaysthe Apo- 
ſtle, if we neglett ſo = ''$ SR 
which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the 
Lord, and was confirm'd unto us by them 
that heard him ; God alſo bearing them 
witneſs with divers Miracles, and Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit according to his own Will? 
Thoſe A 1 heard Chrif, the Author 
of our Religion, ſpeak, and faw the 
| Wonders which he wrought, renounce 
2 Cor. 4.2, all the hidden things of Diſhoneſty, all 
| Craftineſs and deceitful handling of the 
Word of God : And that they manifeſt 
nothing but Truth, they commend them- 
ſelves to every Mars Conſcience, that is, 
they appeal to every Man's Reaſon, 
in the Sight of God. Peter exhorts 
1Pcr.z.15. Chriſtians to be ready always to give an 
Anſwer to every one that asks them a 
Reaſon of their Hope. Now to what 
| purpoſe 
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purpoſe ſerv?d all theſe Miracles, all Ch. 3. 
theſe Appeals, if no Regard was to &\v 
be had of Mens Underſtandings? if 
the DoQrines of Chriſt were incom- 
prehenſible, contradiftory ; or were 
we oblig*d to believe reveaPd Non- 
jenſe ? Now if theſe Miracles be true, - 
Chriſtianity ruſt conſequently be in- 
telligible ; and if falſe, (which our Ad- 

| verkities will not grant) they can be 
then no Arguments againſt us. 

22. But to infiſt no longer upon 
ſuch Paſſages, all Men will own. the 
Verity I defend, if they read the ſacred 
Writings with that Equity and Atten- 
tion that is due to meer Humane 
Works: Nor is there any different 
Rule to be follow®d in the Interpreta- 
tion of Scripture from what is com- 
mon to all: other Books. Whatever 
unprejudic'd Perſon ſhall uſe thoſe 
Means, will find them notorious De- 
ceivers, or much deceiv*d themſelves, 
who maintain the New Teſtament is 
written without any Order or certain 
Scope, but juſt as Matters came into 
the Apoſtles Heads, whether tranſpor- 
red with Enthuſtaſtick Fits, (as ſome 
will have it) or, according to _ 

or 


$ 
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Sea.IT.for lack of good Senſe and a liberal 

Www Education. TI think I may juſtly fay, 

that they are Strangers to true Me- 

thod, who complain of this Confuſion 

and Diſorder. But the Proof of the. 

Caſe depends not upon Generalities : 

d Tho, whenever it is prov*d, I will not 

promiſe that every one ſhall find a 

Juſtification of the particular Method 

he was taught, or he has choſen, to 

follow. To defend any PARTY ts 

not my buſineſs, but to diſcover the 
TRUTH. 

23: The Facility of the GOSPEL, 
is not confin'd only to Method ; for 
the Stile is alſo moſt eaſy, moſt natu- 
ral, and in the common Dialect of 
thoſe to whom it was immediately 
conſignd. Should any preach in Xe- : 
nophon's ſtrain to the preſent Greeks, ? 
or in corre Ergliſh to the Country- 
People in Scotland, *twould coſt them 
much more "Time and Pains to learn 
the very Words, than the Knowledg 
of the "Things denoted by them. Of 
old; as well as in our time, the Jews 
underſtood Hebrew worſe than the 
Tongues of thoſe Regions where they 
dwelt, No Pretcnces therefore _ 

C 
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be drawn from the Obſcurity of the Ch. 3. 

Language in favour. of the irrational rw 
Hypotheſis : for all Men are ſuppos'd 
to underftand the daily Uſe of their 
Mother-Tongue; whereas the Stile of 
the Learned is unintelligible to the 
Vulgar. And: the plaineſt Authors 
that write as they ſpeak, without the 
Diſguiſe of pompous Elegance, have 
ever been accounted the beſt by all 
good Judges. Tt is a viſible Effe&t of 
Providence that we have in our Hands 
the Monuments of the Old Teſtament, 
which in the New are always ſuppog'd, 
uoted, or alluded to. Nor is that all, 
or the Jewiſh Service and Cuſtoms 
continue to this day. If this had been 
true of the Greeks and Romans, we 
{ſhould be furniſÞd with thoſe Helps 
to underſtand aright many unknown 
Particulars of their Religion, which 
make us Rulers and Teachers in 1/rael. 
Beſides, we have the Talmad, and 0- 
ther Works of the Rabbizs, which, 
however otherwiſe uſeleſs, give us no 
ſmall Light into the antient Rites and 
Language. Andif after all we ſhould 
be at a loſs about the Meaning of any 
Expreſſion, we ought rather to charge 
| E 2 it 
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SeA.1I. 


WWD 


penned with 


x Cor.2.1- 


Ver. 4. 
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if upon Diſtance of Time, and the 
want of more Books in the fame 
Tongue, than to attribute it ro the 
Nature of the thing, or the Ignorance 
of the Author, who might be eaſily 
underftood by his Country-mien and 
Contemporaries. But no Truth 1s to 
be eſtabliſh'd, nor Falſhood confuted 
from ſuch Paſſages, no mote than any 
can certainly divine his Fortune from 
the Sound of Bow-bell, 
24. If ny objeQ, that the Goſpel is 
ittle or no Ornament, that 
there are no choice of Words, nor 
ſtud?d Expreſſions in it ; the Accu- 
ſation is true, and the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves acknowledg it : nor is there a 
more palpable Demonſtration of their 


laying deſign'd to be underſtood by 


all. I came not to you, ſays Paul, with 
Excellency of Speech, or Wiſdom, de- 
claring unto you the Teſtimony of God. 
My Speech and my Preaching was not with 
enticing Words of Humane Wiſdom, but 
in Demonſtration, or ConviQtion of the 
Spirit or Mind, and in Power or Effi- 
cacy. This he ſpeaks in reference to 
the Philoſophers and Orators of thoſe 


"Times, whoſe Elocution, tis confeſs'd, 


was 
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was curious, and Periods elaborate, Ch. 3. 
apt to excite the Admiration of the Vw 
Hearers, but not to ſatisfy their Reg- 
ſons ; Forming indeed their Senſes 
whilft in the Theatre, or the Temple, 
but making them neither the better at 
home, nor the wiſer abroad. 8 —|__ 
25. Theſe Men, as well as many 
of their modern Succeſſors, were fond e- 
nough of their own ridiculous Syſtems, 
to count the things of God Fooliſbneſs, 1 Cor. 2. 
becauſe they did not agree with their Dt 
precarious and ' ſenſual Notions; be- 
cauſe eyery Sentence was not wrapp'd 
up in Myſtery, and garniſh'd with a 
1gure : not conſidering that only fake 
or trivial Matters need the Aſſiſtance 


of alluring Harangues to -perplex or 


amuſe. | But they. were Enemies and 


Strangers to the Simplicity of Truth. 
All their Study, . as — notice, /ey 
in tickling the Paſſions of the People at 
their Pleaſure with bombaſt Eloquence, 
and apiſh Geſticulations. "They boaſted 
their Talent of perſwading for or a- 
inſt any thing, And as he was 
eſteem'd the beſt Orator that made the 
worſt Cauſe appear the moſt equita- 
ble before the Judges, ſo he was the 
E 3 beſt 
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Sect.IT. beſt Philoſopher that could get the 


GY Vw 


wildeſt Paradox to' paſs for Demon- 
ſtration. They. were only concern'd 
about their own Glory and Gain, which 
they could not otherwiſe ſupport, but 


"(according to an Artifice that never 


fails, and therefore ever practis'd) by 
impoſing upon the People with their Au- 
thority and Sophiſtry, and under pretence 
of inſtrutting, dexterouſly detaining them 
in the oroſſe} Ipnorance. a 

26. But the Scope of the Apoſtles 
was very different : Piety towards God, 
and the Peace of Mankind, was their 
Gain, and Chriſt and his Goſpel their 
Glory ; they came not magmitying nor 
exalting themſelves; not impoſing but 


declaring their Doftrine : they did not 


confound and miſlead, but ' convince 
the Mind ; they were employ'd to 


diſpel Ignorance, to ' eradicate Super- 


Luk. 4.18. 


ſtition, to propagate Truth, and Re- 
formation of Manners ; to preach De- 
liverance to Captives, (i. e.) the En- 
joyment of Chriftan Liberty to the 
Slaves of the Levitical, and Pagan 


-Prieſthoods ; and to declare Salvation 


to repenting Singers. M4 1 


| 
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27. I ſhall add here ſome of the Ch, 3. 
CharaQters which David gives of the rv 


Law and Word of God, that we may 
admit nothing as the Will of Heaven 
but what is agreeable to them : The 
Law of the Lord, ſays he, i perfett, 
converting the Soul, The Teſtimony of 
the Lord's ſure, making wife the Simple, 
The Statates of the Lord are right, re-- 
Joicing the Heart, The Commandment 
of the Lord is Hp enlightning the Eyes. 
The Fear of the"Lord is clean, enduring 
for ever. The _ of the Lord 
are true, and righteous altogether, I have 
more Under fl anding than all my Teachers, 
for thy Teſtimonies are my Meditation. 
T underſtand more than the Antients, be- 
cauſe T keep thy Precepts, Thy Word is 
a Lan unto my Feet, and a Light unto 
my Path. The New Teſtament is ſo 
full of this Language, and the Con- 
tents of it are every where ſo confor- 
mable to it, that TI ſhall refer the Rea- 
der to the particular Diſcuſhon of the 
Whole in the ſecond Diſcourſe, But I 
muſt remark in the mean time that 
not a Syllable of this Language is 
true, if any ContradiQtions ſeeming or 
real beadmitted in Scripture. As much 
bene 2; E 4 may 
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Pect, IT. may be ſaid of Myſteries; but we ſhall 
GY talk of that by and by, 


, bd "A 


CHA P,. IV. 


Objections anſwer'd, drawn from 
the Pravity of Humane RE4- 
9ON. "A 


28, "Here remains one Objection 

| yet, upon which ſome lay 

2 mighty Streſs, tho it's like to do them 
little Seryice. Granting, fay they, the 
GOSPEL to be as reaſonable as you 

- Pretend, yet corrupt aud deprav'd Rea- 
| {on can neither diſcern nor receive Nivine 
Yerities. Ay, but that proves not Di- 
vine Verities to be contrary ta {ſound' 
Reaſouy., But they maintain that x9 
Man's Reaſon is ſound,  ' Wherefore I 
hope ſo to ſtate this Queſtzon, as to cut 
of all Occaſion of Diſpute from-ju- 
dicious and peaceable Men. _Reaſog 
taken for the Principle of Diſcourſe in 
us, or more particularly. for that Fa- 
culty every one has of Judging of his 

/ 
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Ideas according ta their Agreement or Ch. 4. 
Diſagreement, and ſo of ; Gn what WV 
ſeems good unto him, and hating what 
he thinks evil: Reaſon, 1 fay, 1n this | 
Senſe is whole and entire in every one 
whoſe Organs are not accidentally in- 
diſpogd. Tis from it that we are 
accounted Men ; and. we could neither 
inform others, nor receive wy oa] 
ment our-felves, any morethan Brates, 
WEIR... :...-; | 

29. But if by Reafon be underſtood 
a conſtant. right Uſe of theſe Facy]- 
ties, viz. If a Man never judges . but 
according to clear Perceptions, deſires no- 
thing but what is truly good for him, nor 
avuords but what is.cortaenty evil : Then, 
I confeſs, it is extreamly corrupt. We 
are tao prone to frame wrong Con- 
ceptions,.and as erroneous Ju NE 
' of things, We generally covet wha 
flatters -pyr Senſes, without , diſtin- 
guiſhing noxious from innocent Plea- 
ſures; and our Hatred: is as parent 
We gratify our Bodies ſo much asto 
meditate little, and think very grofly 
of ſpiritual,or abſtraQted Matters. We 
are apt to indulge our Inclinations, 
which we term #@ follow Nature = I Cor-2.14; 
that 
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SeQ.IT. that the + -atural Mas, that is, he that 
GYV gives the ſwing to his Appetites, counts 
wp Ales mere F ally, calls Rel:- 
gion a feveriſh Dream of ſuperſtitious 

Heads, or a politick Trick invented b 
States-men to aw the credulous Vul- 
Rom. 8. gar. For as they that walk after the 
5 9- Fleſh mind the things thereof,” ſo their 
carnal Wiſdom is Enmity agatuſt God. 
Heb. 12.1. S7#t eaſily beſets us. There is a Law inour 
' Rom.9.23- Members or Body, warring againſt the 
Law of our Minds or Raton And whex 
Ver. 21. we would do Good, Evil is preſent with us, 
Tf thus we become ſtupid and unfit for 
_ earthly Speculations, how ſhall we believe 

Joh. 3.12- whey we are told of heavenly things ? 

..30. But theſe Diſorders are ſo far 
from being Reaſoy, that nothing can be 
more direaly contrary to it.” We lie 
under no neceſſary Fate of finning; 
There is no-Defe&t in our Underſtan- 
dings but thoſe of our own Creation, 
that is to ſay, vicious Habits eaſily con- 
rrafted, but difficaltly  ingroda *Tis 
juſt with us as. with the Drunkard, 
| | ' whoſe 


A—————————— 


fT Yuytros conftantly | ies the animal, and newer the 
natural State of Man. It (hould be in this Place tranſlated. 
ſenſual, as it is very rightly, Jam. 3eI 5; ana Jude, v. 19. 
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whoſe I caunot give over Drinking is a Ch. 4. 
deliberate I will zot. For upon a Wa- + V 
ger, or for a Reward, he can forbear 
bis Cups a Day, a Month, a Year, ac- 
cording as the Conſideration of the 
Value or Certainty of the 'expeCted 
Gain do's influence him. Let zo May Jam-1.13, 
therefore ſay when he is tempted, T am '* 
tempted of God; for as God cannot be 
tempted to Evil, fo neither tempteth he 
any Man : Bat every Man i tempted 
ales he is drawn away, and entic'd of his 
own Laſt. RY \ ER 

31. Suppoſing a natural Impotency 
to reaſon well, we could no-more be 
liable to Condemnation for not Kk 
' ing the Commands of God, than thoſe 
to whom the Goſpel was never reveal- 
ed for not believing on Chriſt : For Rom. 15, 
how ſhall they call on him in whom they * 
have not beliew/d ? and how ſhall they be- 
lieve in him of whom they have not heard? 
Were our reaſoning Faculties imper- 
feet, or we not capable to emplo 
them rightly, there could be no Poſſ1- 
bility of our underſtanding one-ano- 
ther in Millions of things, where the 
ſtock of our Ideas ſhonld prove una- 
voidably unequal, -or our Capacities 
Y different. 
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SeQ.IIJ. difterent. But *tis the PerfeQtion of our 
AV Regfon and Liberty that makes us de- 


ſerve Rewards and Puniſhments. We 
are perſwaded that ll our Thoughts are 


5:64 Free, me can expend the Force of 
Wor ran Ideas, diſtinguiſh clear 


» from. obſcure Canceptians, ſuſpend our 


Jer.13.23» 


Judgments about Untertainties, and yield 
enly to Evidence. Jo a. word, the Deli- 

s we uſe about our Deſigns, 
and the Choice. to. which we deter- 
mine our ſelves at laſt, do rave us Ke 
free Diſpoſers of all our A 


what.is ſound Reaſon except hi E 5 t? 
Doybtlefs. it is, Ad no Evangelical, 


ar..ather knowable Truth can prove 


le, or: manſtrous to him that 


uſes it after this manner. But when 


we abuſe i it againf+ it If, and en{lave 
it ta.gur.debauct'd Imaginations, it. is 


averſe from all. Good. We are. fo 


habituated, T ,confeſs, to precarious 


and haſty Concluſions that without 


great Canſtancy/and Exerciſe we can- 
nat recover Aur. jonate Freedom, wor 
do well, baving accuſtau'd our ſelves fo 
zach to Evil. But tho'tis aid in Scrip- 
ture, that we mill neither know nor un- 
dexſtand ; "tis there alſo ſaid, that we 
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may amend our Ways, tarn from our Ch. 4. 
Iviquity, and chooſe Life, Eneourages -v 
ments are propos'd tb ſuch as do ſo. 
We can, upon ſetious Refle&ion, ſee 
our "Faults, and find that What we 
held moſt urireaſonable, 4id only ap- 
pear ſo from -ſ@ptrficial Diſquiftions, 
or want of neceſſary Helps ; from Defe- 
rence to Aathority, and Principles taken 

on Truſt ; from irregular Inilinations 
and Self-intereſt, or the Hatred of aP arty. 
- 32, But notwithſtanding all this, 
ſome are at a world of Pains to rob 
themſelves (if they could) of their 
Liberty or Freewill, the nobleſt and moſt 
uſeful of all our Faculties, the only 
thing we can properly call ours, and the 
only thing that neither Power nor For- 
tune can take from us. Under whatever 
Co _ Men —_— = hide 
their Folly, yet they are enga#g?*d in it 
by entrotite Pride and Self : For, 
ot willing to own their Ignorance and 
Miſcarriages, (which proceed from Paſ- 
ſion, Sloth,or Inconſfideration) they would 
remove all the Blame from their Will, 
and tharge it upon a natural Inipotency 
'n0t ins their Power to cure. Thus they 
ingetnouſly cheat thernſelves , La 
chuſe 
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chuſe rather to be rank*d: in the fame 


Condition- with Brutes or Machines, 
than be oblig*'d to acknowledg their 
humane Frailties, and to mend. | 

33. Since therefore the Perfeftionor 


Soundneſs of our Reaſon is ſo evident - 


to our ſelves, and fo plainly contain'd 
in Scripture, however wreſted by ſome 
ignorant Perſons, we ſhould labour to 
acquire Rnowledg with more confident 
Hopes of Succeſs, Why ſhould we en- 
tertain ſuch mean and unbecomin 

Thoughts, as if Truth, like the Al- 
mighty, dwelt in Light inacceſſible, 
and not to be diſcover'd by the Sons 
of Men ? Things are always the ſame, 
how different ſoever the Conceptions 
of Men about them may be ; and 
what another did not, T may happily 
find out. That nothing eſcap'd the 
_— of former Apes 1s a Tale to be 
told where one Perſon only ſpeaks, and 
no Body preſent muſt contradict him. 


The Shps and Errors which are taken # 


notice of in the World every Day, 
{erve only to put us in mind, that ma- 
ny able Men did not examine the 
Truth with that Order and Applica- 
tion they ſhould or might have done. 

There 
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There are a thouſand things in our Ch, 4. 
Power to know, of which, through -1v 
Prejudice or Neglect, we may be; and 
frequently remain ignorant all our 
Lives ; and innumerable Difficulties 
may be made by imagining MYSTE- 

RIES where there are none, or by 
conceiving too diſcouraging and unjuſt 
an Opinion of our own Abilities : 
whereas, by a Parity of Reaſon, we 
may hope to outdo all that outdid 
others before us, as Poſterity may ex- 
ceed both. *Tis no Preſumption there- 
fore for us to endeavour ſetting things in 
a better Light ; as to know what we 
are able to perform is not Pride, but 
ooliſhly to preſume none elſe can e- 

al us, when we are all upon the 
ame Level: For who maketh thee to 1 Cor.4.7. 
yr Jn from another ? And what haſt thou 
that thou didſt not receive ? Now if thou 
didſt receive it, why aoft thou glory as if 
thou hadſt not receiv'd it ? Have we 
not all the ſame ſure and certain Pro- 
miſes of Light and Affiſtance. from 
above, as well as the Privilege of Rea- 
ſon in common ? 4 anj lack Wiſdom, 
let him ask it of God, who gives to all Jam- 1, s. 
Mez liberally, and upbraideth not, and it 
(hall be given him, 34. To 
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2 Pet. 3. 3+ 


Jude,v.10. 


2 Cor. 4- 
3» 4+ 
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24. Toconcliide, let nd Body think 
to be excus'd by this imaginary Cor- 
raption, but learn from the Scripture, 
our infallible Oracle, that the Goſpel, 
if it be the Word of God, is only con- 
trary to the Opinions and Wiſhes of 
lewd Men, that love to walk after their 
own Luſts ; of thoſe that ſpeak Evil of 
the things which they and Fans not, and 
debauch themſelves in what they know in 
common with Brutes, It is hid to them 
whoſe Minas are blinded by the God of 
this World; and to thoſe who live by 
the Ignorance and ſimple Cred vary of 
their Brethren, To be brief, It is 
conttary to the falſe Reaſoning of all 
that will not know what it 15 to re- 
fle& or conſider ; but it is not above 
the Poſſibility of their Reaſoz when 
they ſhall better improve their Facul- 
ties. The Creation of the World was 
againſt the Syſtem of Ari/totle, the Im- 
mortality of the Soul againſt the Hy- 
pothelſis of Epicarms, 'and the || ry 

® 
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l| How the abſolute Liberty we expirlence itt our ſelves, ws 
conſiſtent with God's Omnipotency and or Depttddnca on 
him, ſhall in due Place bt cenſidvr'd, 
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of the Will was impugr'd by many Ch. 4. 
antient Philſophers, But is this to be -\V 
contrary to Reaſon? Have not theſe 
Men been. quite. bafÞ®d - by as 'very 
Heathens as themſelves? And are not 
their other Errors ſince detected and 
exploded by moſt. of ' the Learned ? 
Beſides, they wanted a principal wear: 
of Information, viz. REVELATION. 


EF”. SECT. 
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SECT. Il 
That there is nothing MY- 
STERIOUS, or 4- 


BOVE Reaſon in the 
GOSPEL. 


T, E come at length to en- 
quire whether any Do- 
trine of the GOSPEL 


be ABOVE, tho not contrary to RE A- 
SON. This Expreſſion 1s taken in a 
twofold Signification. Firſt, It de- 
notes a thing intelligible of it ſelf, bur 
fo cover'd by figurative Words, Types 
and Ceremonies, that Reaſoz cannot 
penetrate the Vail, nor ſee what 1s 
under it till it be remoy*d. Secondly, 
It is made to ſignify a thing of its own 
Nature inconceivable, and not to be 
judg*d of by our ordinary Faculties 
and Ideas, tho it be never fo clear! 

reveaPd. In both theſe Senſes fo be 


above 
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above Reaſon is the ſame _ with Ch. x. 
MYSTERY; and, in effet, they -/w 
aro convertible "Terms in Divinity. 


. x , 
| ___——._ 
—_ Mn —_ — 


na CHAP. LL; 
The Hiſtory and ' Signification of 
b MYSTERY i the Writings of the 


GENTILES. 


| 2. VE THAT is meant by RE A- 
| SON we: have-already 
largely diſcours'd ;- but to underſtand 
aright what the word MISTERYT im- 
ports, we muſt trace the Original. of 
it: as far back as the: Theology of the 
antient Ger#iles, whereof it was a. con- 
ſiderable Term. + Thoſe Nations, who 
(as Pax! elegantly deſcribes them)  _ 
profeſſing themſelves wiſe, became Fools ; , _—_ _ 
who chang'd the Glory of the incorrupti- © 
ble God into the Image and Likeneſs of 
corraptible Man, of Birds, of Beaſts, and 
creeping things ; who turwd the Truth 
of God into a Lie, and worſhipd the 
Creatare as well as (and ſometimes more 
than) the Creator : Thoſe Nations, I 
F 2 ay, 


UMI 


68 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
SeR, 3. fay, aſham'd or afraid to exhibit their 
Inv Religion-naked to the view of all in- 
differently, diſguis'd it 'with various 
Ceremonies, Sacrifices, Plays, &'c. ma- . 

'king” the ſuperſtitious People believe 
that admirable things were adumbra- 

- ted by theſe Externals. The Prieſts, 
but. very rarely, and then obſcurely, 
taught in publick, pretending the In- 
junctions of their Divinities to the con- 
trary, leſt thetr Secrets, forſooth, ſhould 
be expos'd to the Profanation of the 
Tonorant, or Violation of the -/* Oe 
They rforn'd; the higheſt Ads of 

their Worſhip, conſiſting of ridiculous, 
obſcene, or inhumane Rites, in the in- 
"moſt Recefles of 'Femples or Groves 
conſecrated for that purpoſe: And it 
was inexpiable Sacrilege for any to 
* enter theſe but ſuch as had a ſpecial 
Mark and Privilege, or as much as to 
ask Queſtions about what paſs'd in 
them. + All the Excluded were for that 
Reaſon ſtiPd the PROFANE, as thoſe 
not in Orders with us the LAITY. 
| ; 3. But 


__ 


* Procul, O procul eſte Profani'! 
Conclamar vates, totoq; abſiſtire luco. Virg. /. 6. 
FEnnd. v. 259. Callimach, Hymv. in Apol. ». 2. 
Engs *1g5 6515 AMT: 
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2. But the cunning Prieſts, who Ch. r. 
knew how to turn everything to their SV 
own Advantage, thought fit to zn:tiate 
or inſtru certain Perſons in the Mean- 
ing of their Rites. They gave out that 
ſuch as died «rninitiated * wallow'd in 
infernal Mire, whilſt the Purifid and 
Tzitiated dwelt with the Gods ; which 
as well increas'd'their Veneration for, 
as a Deſire of enjoying, ſo greats Hap- 
ineſs. The Initzated, after ſome Years 
Prapuention to make them value what 
coſt ſo much Time and Patience, were 
devoutly ſworn + never to diſcover 
what they ſaw or heard under Pain of 
|| Death, tho they' might diſcourſe of 
them amongſt themſelves, leſt too 
| &,. great Th 


* %Os &punrQ©- x TEASES is ads A gtnnTAL, iu 
LoeBbew neroyrar 'O of wengnugutr © Te % TETL® 
axcudv@r, won dgxiuw©Tr, wa Trav uno. 
Plat. in Phzdon. pag. 59. Edir. Pariſ. 1578. Teagmhs 
G8 KWETEOVTES, aFed TE HS Te Bs TEAEUTIG, X) T8 OV (4 
muTO atwy©r, ndtus mes tamds 3xuor.  Iocrat. 
in Panegyr. Inirtiaq; ut appellancur, ira re vera prin- 
cipia viz cognovimus : neq; ſolum cum [zritia vi- 
vendi rationem accepimus, ſed etiam cum ſpe meliore 
moriendi. Cic. l. 2. de Leg. c. 14. 

+ Quis Cereris rirus auder vulgare Profanis ? 
 Magnaque Threicio facra reperca Samo? 0tid. 
1.2, de Arte Amand, v.601. MN xgras tZoguacn ue ma 
WUSH erty @ Te d'payme Qnvavres: Ariitid. | 
{| Nou®r, + tZermvre mw poonecd, 759ra vai Soli- 
parer in Diviſ, Quzſt, | | 
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Sect. 3. great a Conſtraint: ſhould tempt them 
&YV to blab the Secret.. And fo religiouſly 

they kept this Oath, that ſome of them, 
after their Converfion to Chriſtjanity, 
could: hardly be ibrought to declare 
what paſs'd at their Initiation in Gen- 
tiliſm. The Athenians thought no 
Torments exquiſite enough to puniſh 
* Diagoras the Philoſopher, for divul- 
ging: their Myferies ; and not content 
to brand him with Athei/m for laugh- 
ing at their Weakneſs, they promis'd 
a Talent as a Reward to any that 
ſhould Kill him. -*F'was Death to fay 
Adonis was a Man ; ſome ſuffer'd up- 
on that account : Ana many were torn 
18 pieces at the + Myſteries of Ceres, 
and the || Orgies of Bacchus, for their 
unadvisd Curiofity. = 

= HH 4. Cre- 


— 


* "Hy amoTHvy 715 UWP AtNgEgs T3Y WH AdON, 
Aaubayav mAeyry. Arſtophancs in Avibus z etiam 
 Sutdas 19. voce. | 

f Acarnancs duo Juvenes per Initiorum dies non 
Initiati Templum Cereris, imprudentes Religionis, 
cum cztera turba ingreſſi ſunt, Facile eos Sermo pro- 
didir, -abſarde quzdam percunRances : DeduRiq; ad 
Antiftires Templi, quam palam efſer per errorem in- 
greſſos, ranquam ob infandum (celus incerfe&i ſunc, 
Livins, lib. 31, cap. 14. 

. Witneſs the Story of Pentheus, which afforded the 
Cucjers of a Tragedy to Euripides © © 
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4. Credible Authors report, that the Ch. r. 
Prieſts confeſs?d to the Initiated how WW, 
theſe Myſtick Repreſentations were 
inſtituted at firſt in Commemoration 
of ſome remarkable Accidents, or to 
the Honour of ſome great Perſons that 
oblig'd the World by their Vertues 
and uſeful Inventions ta pay them ſuch 
Acknowledgments, But let this be as 
it will, Myezs in their Syſtems ſignify*d Mov. 
to initiate : Myeſis, Initiation : Myſtes, Muiax. 
a Name afterwards given the Prieſts, mus. 
denoted the Perſon to be initiated, who 
was calPd an * Epopt when admitted ; 
and Myſtery the Dottrine in which he Mucieuy. 
was initiated, As there were ſeveral 
+ Degrees, ſo there were difterent ſorts 
of ”, eries, "The moſt famous were 
the Samothracian, the Eleuſinian, the 
Egyptian, and thoſe of Bacchus, com- 
monly known by the name of || Orgzes ; 
4 tho 
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* 'O; pwned, muotAciua vor es, A&zovTai oy 
ag wh pour were entauvrev 5 EminTA: x) poegte 
Scholiaſt. in Ariſtophanis Ranas. 

f "Eg1 T8 wikes | pore] dome Teva, Fares % 
TeSdyveuors F waney, Schol. in Plur, Ariſtophan. 
AR. 4. SC. 2, | 

|| Pars obſcura cavis celebrabant Orgia ciſtis, 

Orgia quz fruſtra cupiunt audire Profani. 

Cat, Epigram, 64. Ve 260», 


7 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Sect. 3. tho the word is ſometimes put for any 
GY V of the former. 

5. From what has been ſaid it is 
clear, that they underſtood by Myſtery 
in thoſe Days 4 thing intelligible of it 
felf,, but ſo vaiÞd by others,. that it could 
not be known without ſpecial | Revelation, 
T need not add, that in all the Greek 
and Romax Authors it 15 conſtantly pur, 
as a very vulgar Expreſſion, for any 
thing ſacred or profane that is deſign'd- 
ly kept ſecret, - or accidentally ob- 
ſcure. - And this is the common Ac- 
ceptation of it {till : for when we can- 
not ſee clearly into a Buſineſs, -we ſay 
it is a Myſtery to us-; and that an ob- 
ſcure ar perplex*d , Diſcourſe is very 
myſterious. Myſteries of State, Sciences 
and Trades, run all in the ſame No- 
tion. | | 

6, But many not denying what is 
ſo plain, yet being ſtrongly inclin'd 
out of Ignorance or Paſhon to maintain 
what was firſt introduc'd by the Craft 
or Superſtition of their Fore-fathers, 
will have ſome Chriſtiau Dofrines to 
be ſtill 2zyſferio5 in.the ſecond Senſe of 
the Word, that is, 7»concervable in them- 
fetves, however clearly reveaPd. They 

| 5 _ think 
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think a long Preſcription will argue it Ch. 1. 
Folly in any toappear againſt them,and wv 
indeed Cuſtom has made it dangerous. 
But, {lighting ſo mean Conſiderations, 
if I can demonſtrate that in the New 
Teſtament Myſtery is always us'd in the 
firſt Senſe of the Word, or that of the 
Gentiles, viz, for things naturally very 
intelligible, but ſo cover'd by figurative 
Words or Rites, that Reaſon could not diſ- 
cover them without ſpecial Revelation ; 
and that the Vail is aCQtually taken a- 
way ; then it will manifeſtly follow 
that the Doftrines ſo reveaPd cannot 
naw be properly calPd Myſteries. 

7. This is what I hope to perform 
in the Sequel of this Seftion, to the en- 
tire Satisfaction of thoſe ſincere Chri- 
ſtians more concern'd for the Truth 
than the old or gainful Opinion. 'Yet 
T muſt firſt remove out of my wa 
certain common places of cavilling, wit 
which, not only the raw Beginners of 
the moſt implicite Conſtitution raiſe a 
oreat Duſt upon all Occaſions, tho 
z0t able to ſpeak of any thing pertinently 
when joſt Pd out of the beaten Road ; but 
truly their venerable Teachers are not 


aſham'd ſometimes to play at this ſmall 
| Game, 
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54 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Sect. 3- Game, which, th r know, rather a- 
- yy v muſes the Prejudic'd of their own fide, 
than edifies the Adverſaries of any 
ſort. I wiſh there were more even of 
2 well-meaning' Zeal without Knows- 
ledg, than of Art or Cunning in this 
Conduct. 2 Þ 


CHAP, IL 
That nothing ought to be call'd a 
MYSTERY, becauſe we have 
not an adequate Idea of all its 


Properties, nor any at all of its 
Eſſence. 


8. Shall diſcuſs this Point with 
2K all the Perſpicuity I am able. 
And, firſt, I affirm, That »othing car 
be ſaid to be a Myſtery, becauſe we have 
z0t an adequate Idea of it, or a diſtintt 
View of all its Properties at once ; for 
then every thing would be a Myſtery. 
The Knowledg of finite Creatures is | 
gradually progreſſive, as Objects are ? 
preſented tothe Underſtanding. - die ( 
1 
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did not know ſo much in the twentieth Ch. 2. 
as in the hundredth Year. of his Age ; wv 
and Jeſus Chriſt is exprelly recorded to 
| have encreas'd in Wiſdom as well 1s int Luk. 2.52. 
Statzere. ' Weare faid to know a thou- 
ſand things, nor can we doubt of it; 
yet we never: have a full Conception 
of whatever belongs to them. I un- 
derſtand nothing better than this Table 
upon which IT am now writing : I 
conceive it diviſible into Parts beyond 
all Imagination ; but {hall I ſay it is 
| above my Reaſon becauſe Icannot count 
theſe Parts, nor diſtinaly perceive their 
Quantity and Figures? I amconvinc'd 
that Plats have a regular Contexture, 
and a Multitude of Veſſels, many of 
_ them equivalent or analogous to thoſe 
of Animals, whereby they receive a 
Juice from the Earth, and prepare it, 
changing fome into their own Sub- 
ſtance, and evacuating the excrementi- 
tious Parts. But I do not clearly com- 
prehend: how all theſe Operations are 
perform'd, tho T know very well 
what is meant by a Tree. _ 
| 9. The Reaſon is, becauſe knowing 
nothing of Bodies but their Properties, 
God has wifely provided we ſhould _— 


UMI 


$6 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Seft. 3. ſtand no more of theſe than are aſeful 
AVV aud neceſſary for us; which 1s =!| our 
preſent Condition needs. Thus our 
Eyes are not given us to ſee all Quan- 
tities, nor perhaps any thing as it is in 
it ſelf, but as ir bears ſome Relation to 
us, What is too minute, as it eſcapes 
our Sight, ſo it can. neither harm nor 
benefit us: and we have a better View 
of Bodies the nearer we approach them, 
becauſe then they become more con- 
venient or inconvenient ; but as we re- 
move farther off, we loſe their Sight 
with their Influence. I'm perſ{waded 
there's no Motion which does not cx- 
cite ſome Sound in Ears diſpos'd to be 
affeted with proportionable Degrees 
of Force from the Air ; and, it may 
be, the ſmall Animals concern'd can 
hear the Steps of the Spider, as we do 
thoſe of Men and Cattel. From theſe 
and Millions of other Inſtances it is 
manifeſt, that we have little Certainty 
of any thing but as it is noxious or 
beneficial to us. +: 

10. Rightly ſpeaking then, we are 
accounted to comprehend any thing 
when its chief Properties and their 
ſeveral Uſes are known to us: for 

fo 
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* fo comprehend 1n all corre&t Authors Ch. 2.. 
is nothing elſe but zo kzow ; and as of vw 
what is not knowable we can have no Idea, 
ſo it ,s nothing to us, Tt is improper 
therefore. to ſay a thing is above our 
Reaſon, | becauſe we know no more of 
it than concerns us, and ridiculous to 
ſuperſede our Diſquiſitions about it up- 
on that ſcore. What ſhould we think 
of a Man that would 'ftily maintain 
Water to be above his Reaſon, and that 
| he would never. enquire into its Na- 
| ture, [nor employ it in his Houſe or 
| Grounds, ond he knows not how 
| many. Particles go .to a Drop.;. whe- 
ther the Air paſſes through it, is in- 
corporated with it, or -neither ?: This 
is for, all the World as.if I would not 
go becauſe I cannot fly. Now ſeeing 
the Denominations of things are borrowd 
from their known Properties, and that 
m0 Properties are knowable but what con- 
cern us, .0r ſerve to diſcover ſuch as do, 
we cannot be accountable for compre- 
hending no other, nor juſtly requir'd 

| more 
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Seft. 3. more by reaſonable Men, much leſs 
SV by the all-wife DEITT. 

| xx. "The moſt compendious Method 

O therefore to acquire ſure and+-uſeful 
 Kriowledg, is not fo trouble or ſelves 
wor others with what i' nſeleſs,” were it 
knows ; or what is 11m  f0 be known 
at all. © 'Since T'eaſily perceive the g 
or bad Effets of Rain upon the Earth, 
what ſhould T be the better did T com- 
prehend its Generation in the Clouds ? 
for after all T'could make no Rain at 
_ my FR, nor- prevent its falling at 
_ time. ot = bable Hypotheſes will 
not give SatisfaQtion in ſtich' Caſes: 

The Hands, for © Example, of 'two 

Clock-Dials 1 may -have the ſame exter- 

- nal Motion, tho the Diſpoſition of the 
latent Springs which produce it ſhould 
be very different. © And to affirm this 
or that to be: the Way, will not do, 
unleſs you'can demonſtrate that no 
other poſſible Way remains. Nay, 
ſhould you hit _ Fo real Manner, 
you can never be ſure of it, becaufe 
on Evidence of Matters of Fact ſole- 
ly depends upon Teſtimony : And it 

ollows not that ſach 4 —_ is ſo, be- 
cauſe it may be ſo 


12. The 


UMI 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious: 79 
\x2/\'The: Application of this- Dif- Ch. 2. 
courſsto my Subjeft admits of no Dif- TV 
ficulty ; and'it-is, firſt, That wo Chri- 
ftiew Dothrim, wo more thay any ordinary 
Piece of  Natuvt,' tan be reputed a My- 
ftery, becaiiſe we have not an adequate 
of bonpleat Idea of whatever belongs to 
i, Secondly, (That hey 4s reveal'd 
in Religion, a6 it i5 wfefurl 1yd ne- 
fas, fo == Aec/n As oof 
CPA RI and as con _ 
ſo | Our Lom\nbss © otions,” as what we 
knows of Wood or Stone, of Air, 0 fn 
ter, or 'the like. © And, hirdly, 
when we do" as  finiliarh bxp vin hy 
Dotirines, as what” iy known of natural 
things, - (which T pretend we _ we 
may then be as Proper ſaid t0 compre end 
the 02 as the 
73; They triflethen exceedingly,and 
diſcover a mighty Searct - better Ar- 
ments, who: defend t Myſteries 
y this pitiful Shift of drawing Inferen- 
= from aj pb ap ny what -- 
nhown, Or upon adequate 1- 
deas; except they will «amr _ 
to call every Spire of Graſs, ro yy 
Standing, Fiſh or Fleſh, profou 
ſteries. And 0 out of a f ctonear ny be 
worſe 
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Seth. 3. 


Chriſtianity not - Myſterious; 
worſe Humour they will be ſtill fool- 


 yYYy ing; and call theſe things Myſteries, 


Y 


Pm willing to adnut as many as they 
leaſe in R eligion, if they will allow 
e likewiſe to make mine as intelligi- 

bletoothers as theſe are to me. . - 

14. But to finiſh this Point,..I con- 
clude, that neither GOD himſelf, nor 
any of his Attributes, .are Myſteries to 
us.for, want of an adequate Idea : No, 
not Eternity. The yervon: Wits do 
never. more expoſe themſelves. than 
when they treat of - Ererzity in-parti- 
cular. Then they think themſelves 
in \their impregnable Fortreſs,. and 

{trangely ;ofale over thoſe dull Crea- 

tures that cannot find a thing where it 

15 not... For if any Bounds (as Begin- 

ning or End) could be aflign'd.to E- 

zernity, it ceaſes immediately_' to. be 

what it ſhould ; and you frame; only 

a finite, or rather a negative Idea, which 

is the Nature of all Limitation. Nor 

can it be ſaid, that therefore Ezerniry 
z5 above Reaſon in this ReſpeQ, or that 
it isany DefeCt in us not to. exhauſt its 

Idea ; for what greater Perfection can 

be aſcrib'd to Reaſon. than to know 

preciſely the Nature of things? And 
| docs 
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Chriſtianity nat Myſterious. 81 
does not all its Errors lie in attribut- Ch. 2. 
ing thoſe Properties toa thing which it -\V 
has not, or taking any away that it 
contains ? Eternity therefore is no more 
above Reaſon becauſe it cannot be ima- 
gind, than a Circle, becauſe it may ; 
for in both Caſes Reaſon performs its 
Part acording to the different Natures 
of the Objects, whereof the 'one is 
eſſentially imaginable, the other not. 

15, Now it appears that the preten- 
ded Myſteriouſneſs of Eternity do's not 
conſiſt in the want of an adequate No- 
tion, which 1s all that we conſider in 
it at preſent. The Diiticulties raisd 
trom its Duration, as, that Succeſſror 
Jeems to make it finite, and that all 
things muZt exiit together if it be inſt an- 
taneons, T deſpair not. of ſolving ver 
calily ; and rendring Jzfinity alſo 
(which is inſeparable irom1it, or rather 
a different Conſideration of the ſame 
thing) as little myjterions as that three 
and two make five, But this falls natu- 
rally into my ſecond Diſcourſe, where I 
give a particular Explication of the 
Chriſtians Tenets, - according to the 
general Principles I am eſtabliſhing in 


this. 
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gz Chriſtianity nat. Myſterious: 

O SeR. 3. 16, 4s we know nat all the Proper- 

WY tics of things, ſo we can neyer con- 

ceive the Eſſence of any Subſtance. in 

the World. To. avoid Ambiguity, 1 

diſtinguiſh, after an excellent modern, 

Philoſopher, the Nominal from .the 

Real Eſſence of a thing. The nominal 

Eſſence is a Colletion of thoſe Properties 

or Modes which. me principally obſerve in 

any thing, and to which we give one com. 

z0n Denomination or Name, T hus 

the nominal Eſſence of the Sun is a 

bright, hot, and round Body, at a cer- 

tain Diſtance from us, and that has a 

5 Conſtant regular Motion, Whoever 

hears the Word Sz pronounc'd, this 

is the Idea he has of it. He may con- 

ceive more of its Properties, or not 

all theſe; but it is ſtill a Collection of 

Modes or Properties that makes: his 

Idea. Sothe Nominal Eſſence of Howey 

conſiſts in its Colour, Taſte, and other 
known Attributes, * 

t7. But the real Eſſence is that tn- 

trinſick Conſtitution of a thing mhich is 

the Ground or Support of all its Preper- 

ties, and from which they naturally flow 

or reſult. Now tho we are pertwa- 

ded that the Modes of things _ 

ave 
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have ſuch a Subject to exiſt in, (for Ch. 2. 
they cannot ſubſiſt alone) yet we are HW 
abſolutely ignorant of what it is. We 
conceive nothing more diſtintly than 
the mention'd Properties of the Sun, 
and thoſe whereby Plants, Fruits, Me- 
tals, &c. are known to us; but we 
have nomanner of Notion of the ſeve- 
ral Foundations of theſe Properties, 
tho we are very ſure in the mean time, 
that ſome ſuch thing muſt neceſſari- 
ly be. The obſervable Qualities . 
therefore of things is all that we un- 
derſtand by their Names, for which 
Reaſon they are calPd their Nominal 
Eſſence. | 

18. It follows now very plainly, 
that nothing can be ſaid to be a Myſtery, 
becauſe we are ignorant of its real Eſſence, 
finge it ts not more knowable in one thing 
than in another, and is never conceiv'd 
or included ia the Ideas we have of things, 
or the Names we give *em. TI had 
not much inſiſted upon this Point, were 
it not for the {0 often repeated Sophi- 
ſtry of ſome that rather merit the 
Encomiums of great READERS 
than great REASONERS. When 
they would have the moſt palpable 

G 2 _ Abſur- 


84 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Se&. 3. Abſurdities and Contradictions go 
LS down with others, or make them 

place Religion in Words that ſignity 

nothing, or what they are not able to 
explain, then they wiſely tell them, 
that they are 1gnorant of many 
things, eſpecially the Eſſezce of their 
own Souls; and that therefore they 
muſt not always deny what they can- 
not conceive. But this 1s not all; for 
when they would (inſtead of confut- 
ing them) make thoſe paſs for ridicu- 
lous or arrogant Pretenders, who main- 
tain that ozly intelligible and poſſible things 
are the Subjeft of Belief, they indu- 
{triouſly repreſent them as preſuming 
to define the Eſſexce of God with that 
of created Spirits. And after they 
have ſufficiently aggravated this Pre- 
{umption of their own coining, they 
conclude, that if the Contexture of 
the ſmalleſt Pebble is not to be account- 
ed for, then they ſhould not inſiſt upon 
ſuch rigorous Terms of Believing, bur 
{ometimes be content to ſubmit their 
Reaſon to their Teachers, and the De- 

terminations of the Church. 
19. Who perceives not the Weak- 
neſs and Slight of this Reaſoning ? 
We 
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We certainly know as much of the Ch. 2, 
SOUL as we do of any thing eiſe, rv 
if not more. We form the cleareſt 
Conceptions of Thinking, Knowing, 
Imagining, Willing, Hoping, Lov- 
ing, and the Jike Operations of the 
Mind. But , we are Strangers to the 
Subject wherein theſe Operations cxiſt. 
So are we to that upon which the 
Roundneſs, Softrieſs, Colour, ai 
Taſte of a Grape depend. There is 
nothing more evident than the Mcces 
or Properties of BODY, as to be cx- 
tended, ſolid, diviſible, ſmooth, rovgh, 
ſoft, hard, &'c. But we know as [:t- 
tle of the internal Conſtitution, which 
is the Support of theſe ſen{ible Qrali- 
ties, as we do of that wherein the 
Operations of the SO UL reſide. 
And, as the great Man I juſt now 
mention*d obſerves, we mzay as well dezy 
the Exiſtence of Body, becauſe we have 
not an Idea of its real Eſſence, as call 
the Being of the Soul in queſtion for the 
ſame Reaſon, The Idea of the Sozl 
then is every whit as clear and diſtin 
as that of the Body; and had there 
been (as there is not) any Difference, 
| the Sou! muſt have carri'd the Advan- 
G 3 tage, 
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Sect. 3. tage, becauſe its Properties are more 
&YV immediately known to us, and are the 

Light whereby we diſcover all things 

belides. | | 
20. As for GOD, we comprehend 
nothing better than his Attributes, 
We know not, it's true, the Nature 
of that eternal Sybjed? or Eſſence where- 
in Infinite Goodneſs, Love, Know- 
ledg, Power and Wiſdom co-exilt ; 
but we are not better acquainted with 
the real Eſſence of any of his Creatures. 
As by the Idea and Name of GOD 
we underſtand his known Attributes 
and Properties, ſo we underſtand thoſe 
of all things elfe by theirs; and we 
conceive the one as clearly as we do the 
other. I remark*d in the Beginning 
of this Chapter, that we knew no- 
thing of things, but ſuch of their Pro- 
perties as were meceſſary and iſeful, 
We may ſay the ſame of God; for 
every ACt of our Religion 1s diretted 
by the Conſideration of ſome of his 
Attributes, without ever thinking of 
his Efſexce. Our Love to him is kind- 
led by his Goodneſs, and our Thank- 
fulneſs by his Mercy ; our Obedience 
is regulated by his Juſtice ; and our 
y | Hopes 
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Hopes are confirm'd by his Wiſdom Ch. 2. 
and Power. GW 

21. I thipk I may now warrantably 
conclude, that nothing 1s a Myſtery, 
becauſe we know not its Eſſexce, finct 
it appears that it is neither knowable 
in it ſelf, nor ever. thought of by us : 
So that the Divine Being himſelf can- 
not with more Reaſon be accounted 
yſterious 1n this Reſpect than the moſt 
contemptible of his Creatures. ' Nor 
am I very much concern'd that theſe 
Eſſeates eſcape my Knowledsg : for I 
am fix?d in the Opinron, that what Trfi- 
nite Goodneſs has not been pleas'd to re- 
veal to us, we are either ſufficiently capablh 
to diſcover our ſelves, or need not under- 
ftand it at all, T hope now it is very 
manifeſt that Myſtertes iz Relizton are 
but ill argu'd from the pretended 2y- 
fteries of Nature ; and that fuch as en- 
deavour to ſupport the former by the 
latter, have either a Deſign to im- 
poſe upon others, or that they have 
never themſelves duely confider'd of 
this Matter, 
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CHAP. II. 


The Signification of the Word MY- 
STERY # the New Teſtament, 
and the Writings of the moſt an- 
tient Chriſtians. a3 


22. Aving ſo diſpatch'd theſe 
adequate Ideas, and, T know 

not what, real Eſſences, we come now 
to the main Point upon. which the 
whole Controverſy chiefly depends. 
For the Queſtion being, whether or xo 
Chriſtianity is myſterious, 1t ought to 
be naturally decided by the New Teſta- 
ment, wherein the Chriſtian Faith is 
originally contain'd. T heartily deſire 
to put the Caſe upon this Tue, I ap- 
peal to this Tribunal : For did I not 
infinitely prefer the Truth I learn from 
theſe ſacred Records to all other Con- 
fiderations, T ſhould never aſſert that 
there are no Myſteries in Chriſtianity, 
The Scriptures have engag'd me in this 
Error, it it be one; and I will ſooner 
be reputed Heterodox with theſe only 
on 
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on my fide, than to paſs for Orthodox:Ch. :3. 
withthe whole World, . and havethem ww 
againſt me. = IT. TR 

23, Now by ſearching the Scriptures 
I find ſome of the Evangelick Do- 
Qrines calld Myſteries, in a more-.ge- 
neral, 'or in a more particular: Senſe, 
They are more generally ſo calld with 
reſpeCt to all Mankind. : for being cer- 
tain Matters of. Fa&t only known to 
God, and lodg'd in his Decree, or ſuch 
Events as were quite loſt and forgot 
in the World, it. was impoſſible for 
any Perſon, tho never ſo wiſe or learn- 
ed, to diſcover them ; for the things 
of God knoweth none but the Spirit of * Cor. 2: 
God, as none. can find out the ſecret '** 
Thoughts of Man: till he tells them 
himſelf Such Revelations then of 
God in the New Teſtament are call'd 
Myſteries, not from any preſent Incon- 
ceivableneſs or Obſcurity, but with 
reſpe& to what they were before this 
Revelation, as that 1s calPd our Task , 
which we long ſince perform'd, 

24. If any ſhould queſtion this, let 
him hear the Apoſtle Pau! declare 
for _— ri Lg oranges 
in the Goſpel : We ſpeak, ſays he, the 

ſpe pear, 1ay iow 
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Sebt. 3. Wiſdom of God hid is' s MYSTERY, 
&YV whith God ordair d before the World for 
x Cor. 2. 0ur Glory, which none of the Prittes of 
7.8. the World knew, Re. And, to {hew 
that this Divine Wiſdom was a M- 

fery for warit of revealing Informia- 

ver. 9,10. tiOn,” He prefently ſubjoins, ; Eye hath 
tot ſeen, tbr Ear heard; neither hive 

entved into the Heavt of Man the things 
 hith'Gott hath prepar'd for them that 

ove wy : bat God hath reveal'd them to 

as by his Spirit, The moſt perſpicaci- 

Is Phlkober, were hot able fore. 

tel 'the Coming of Chrift, to diſtover 

Jr = 6 of the Body, horany 

other Natter of 'FaCt that is delivet'd 

it the Goſpel: And if they happen'd 

now atid then to ſay fomerhing like 

the Truth, they did but divineat-beſt, 

and- could never -be certain of their 
Opmion. It is a- moſt dehphrful 

thing to confider what Pains the en- 

quiring Heathens were often at to give 

a Reaſon for what depended not in the 

leaſt upon any Principles in their Ph/- 

loſophy, but was at hiſtorical Fact com- 
municable by God alone, or fiich as 

had undoubted Memoirs concerning it. 

Of this I think it not amiſs to add the 
tollowing Example. 25. 
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25. 'The fame Experience that Ch. 3. 

taught the Gemtiles their mortal Con- fu 
dition, acquainted them alſo with the 
Frailty of their Natures, and the num- 
berleſs Calamities conſtantly attending 
them. They could not perſwade 
themſelves that the Species of. Man 
came in ſuch deplorabk Circumftances 
out of the Hands of an infinitely good 
and merciful Deity.; and fo were in- 
clin'd to impute all to the Wickednefs 
of adult Perſons, till they perceiv'd 
that Death and Misfortune did not 
{pare innocent Children ' more than 
Robbers and Pirates. At laſt they una- 
gd 4 pre-exiftent State, wherein the 
Soul ating ſeparately like Angels, 
might have contraCted Tome extraor- 
dinary Guilt, and ſo for Puniſhmear 
be thruſt into the Body, which they 
ſometimes compar'd to a Priſon, but 
oftner to a * Grave, This was like- 
wiſe the Origin of Tranſmigration, tho 
in proceſs of Time the Sins of this 
World became as much concern'd in 
that Opinion as thoſe of the other. 
But nothing is more ingenious than the- 

Ac- 


_————— 
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Account which Cebes the Thebar gives 
us of the Matter in his moſt excellent 
Portraiture of hamane Life. He feigns 
* Impoſture ſitting 'm a Throne at 
the Gate of Life, in the Shape of a 
moſt beautiful Lady, ' holding a Cup 
in her Hand: 'She-obligingly preſents 
it to all that are on their Journey to 
this World, and theſe as civilly accept 
it ; but the Dravght proves Jeno- 
rance and Error, whence proceed all 
the Diſorders and Mifery of their 
Lives, _ > bay 
' '26,” This Point was a great Myſtery 
to thefe onaRn pour 51" rae who had 
only Fancy to guide them, and-could 
not pretend to+ InſtruQtions from! the 
Mind of God ; but the _ IS NOW nO 
Myſtery to us that have the , 
Chri#t, Weknow that 4damthe firit 
Man became alſo thefirſt Sinner, and 
Mortal ; and that ſo the whole Race 
propagated from him could be natu- 
rally no better than he was : By oze 
Man Sin enter'd into the World, and 
Death by Sin. 

27. But 


* Ogg 6m >Þg mv man Segvor myd wai- 
wevoy—t9* & x9 $1TUL url TeTART AN Th Nets 3) 77v- 
11 ©atyounrn, &c, Ceber.Tab.p.11. Ed.Amſl. 1689. 
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27. But ſome DoQtines of the Go- Ch. 3. 
ſpel are more particularly calPd Myfte- vw 
ries, becauſe they were hid from God's 
peculiar People under the Moſaick Oe- 
con6my ; not that they knew nothing 
concerning them, for the Law had a yeb.1o.1. 
Shadow of good things to come ; butthey 
were not clearly and fully revea[Pd till 
the New Teſtament Times, being vaiPd 
before by various Typical Repreſenta- 
tions, Ceremonies, and figurative Ex- 
preffions. Chriit tells his Diſciples, 


Many Prophets and Ryngs have deſir'd i axe xo. 
fo P 4 hoſe things which you ſee, and 24. 


have not Jos them, and to hear thoſe 
things which you hear, and have not 

heard them, Paul ſays, we uſe great » Cor. 3. 
PLAINNESS of Speech, and 12,13: 
0t as Moſes who put a VAIL over 

his Face: And then expreſly adds, 

that this VAIL is taken away in ver. 14. 
Chriſt, which could not be truly af- 
firm'd, were the things reveaPd ſtill 
inconceivable ; for 1 know no Difference 
between not hearing of a thing at all, and 

ot comprehending it when you do, In 
another Place Paul has theſe remarka- 

ble Words; The Preaching of Teſas gon. 16. 
Chris according to the REVELATION =s, 26. 


of 
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Seft. 3. of the MYSTERT mhich mas kept ſecret 
WV [ace the W, orld began ; but now is made 

MANTFEST, axd by the Scriptares f 
the Prophets, according to the Comman 
ment of the — God, MADE 
KNOWN to. all Nations for the Obe- 
dience of Faith, 

28. Theſe Paſſages alone ſufficient- 
ly prove the Aſſertions cantain'd in 
N? 6 and 7 of this SeQtion, v2. Firſt, 
that the Mi ftevies of the Goſpel were cer- 
tain things in their own Nature intelli- 
gible enough, but calfd Myſteries by 
reaſon of the Vail under which they were 
formerly hid. Secondly, that ader the 
Goſpel this V ail is wholly rewov?'d, From 
which, Thirdly, follows the promis'd 
Concluſion, that ſuch Dofrines cannot 
zow properly deſerve the Name of My- 
ſeries. | 

29. It is obſervable, that the hot- 
teſt Sticklers for the Fathers do cite 
their Authority only where they think 
it makes for them, and ſlight or ſfup- 

. preſs it when not favourable to their 
Cauſe. Leſt it ſhould be maliciouſly 
infinuated, that I ſerve the holy Scrip- 
tyres after the ſame manner, I fhall 
here tranſcribe all the Paſſages of fa 

ew 
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Naw Vt waar RER the word I24jfey Ch. 3. 
oconrs, that a M may read LW 
with Convifion s I defend.. The 
whole. may be cammodiouſly reduc'd 
to theſe Heads, Firſt, My/exy is road 
far the Goſpel or the Chriſtszan Reli 
in general, as it wasa future Di _ 
ſation. totally hid ' from the Genes, 
and but very umperfeftly known to 
the Jews: Secondly,, Some particular 
Dottrines cons reveaPd by the 
Apoſtles are ſaid $9 = manifeſted Myſte- 
71es, that is, unfolded Secrets. And, 
Thirdly, Myſtery is put for any thing 
vaiPd under Parables or Enigmatical 
Forms of Speech. - Of all theſe, in Or- 


= 
o. Myſtery is read for the Goſpel or 
Chi tr Bak Of in general in the follow- 
ing Paſſages : Rowe. 6. 25, 26. _ 
Pranks of Feſie Chriſt accordi, 
the Revelation of the MYSTERT w 
was kept ſecret ſince the World — ; 
| Gui now is made manifeſt, and by the 
Writings of the Prophets, according to 
the 2 onemandment of the everlaſting 
God, made known to all N ations 
Fox the Obedience of Faith. Now, in 
What Senſe could this Myſtery be faid 
to 
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Sect. 3. to be reveaPd, this Secret to be made 
LYV manifeſt; to be made known to all Na- 

tions by the Preaching of the Apoſtles, 
if 'it remain'd ſtill incomprehenſible ? 
A mighty Favour indeed ! to bleſs the 
World with a parcel of unintelligible 
Notions or Expreſſions, when it was 
already overſtock'd with the Acroatick 
Diſcourſes of Ariftotle, with the E/o- 
zerick DoQtrines of Pythagoras, and the 
Myſterious Jargon of the other SeQts of 
Philoſophers ; for they all made high 
Pretences to ſome rare and wonderful 
Secrets not communicable to every one 
of the Learned, and never to any of the 
Vulgar. By this means the obſequi- 
ous Diſciples apologiz'd for all that 
was found contradictory, incoherent, 
dubious, or incomprehenſible in the 
"Works of their ſeveral Maſters. To 
any that complain'd of Inconſfiſtenc 
or Obſcurity, they preſently anfwer'd, 
O, Sir, the Philoſopher ſaid it, and you 
ought therefore to believeit : He knew 
his own Meaning well enough, tho 
he car'd not, it may be, that all o- 
thers ſhould do it too: So the Occa- 
fions of your Scruples, Sir, are only 
ſeeming, and not real. But the Chr:- 


ſtian 
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ſtian __ has no reed of fach thii- Ch. 3. 
ſerable Shifts and Arrtifices, there be- 
ing nothing in i above or contratyto 
the ſtricteſt Reaſon : And ſuch 45 are 
of another Mind may as well juſtify 
the idle Drearns of the Philofophers, 
the Impietres and Fabkes of the Alco 

- ran, of any thing'as well as Chriftia- 
nity. The fecond Pafſage is in r Cor. 
2,7. the Words were but juſt now read, 
and need not here be repeated, "Fhe 
third Paſſage is in: x Cor. 4. r. Let 2 
Man ſo account of us as the Miniffers of 
Chriſt, and the Stewards or Diſpenfers' 
of thee MYSTERIES of God; that is, 
the Preachers of thoſe DoQtrines which 
God was pkeay&dtoreveal. Thefourth 
rely is in Epheſ, 6. 9. Praying—for 
me, that UOtterance may be given unto me 
that. F may open my Mouth boldly, to 
make known the MYSTERY of the 
Goſpel, ' Parallel to this is the fifth 
Paſſage in Col. 4: }, 4. Praying alſo for 

that God world open unto us a Door 
of Utterance t0' ſpeak -the MYSTERY of 
Chriſt——that I may make it manifeſt as 
IT ought to ſpeak. The Clearneſs of 
theſe Words admits of no Comment. 
Fhe ſixth Paſſage is in Co!, 2. 2, That 

ho H their 


- 
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Seft. 3.their Hearts might be comforted being 
CY knit together in Love, and unto all the 

Riches of the full Aſſurance of Unaer- 
ftanding, to the —_—_— of the MY- 
STERT of God, and of the Father, and 
of Chriſt. Here is evidently meant the 

{evelation of the Goſpel-State : for 
. Whatever right Conceptions the Jews 
might have of the Father, they had 
not that full Knowledg of Chr:/t and 
his DoQtrines, which are the ineſtima- 
ble Privileges we now enjoy. 'The 
feventh Paſſage is in 1 Tims. 3.8, 9g. 
Likewiſe muſt the Deacons be grave, not 
double-tongu*d, not given t0 much Wine, 
nor greedy of filthy Laucre, holding the 
DAYSTERY of the Faith in a pare Con- 
ſeience; that is, living to what they 
believe. "Lhe eighth and laſt Paſſage 
relating to this Head is in 1 7.3.16. 
And without Controverſy great is the 
MYSTERY of Godlinels: God was ma- 
nifeſt in the Fleſh, juſtify'd in the Spirit, 
feen of Angels, preach'd anto the Gen- 
tiles, beliewd on inthe World, recein)d 
ap into Glory, T will not now inſiſt 
upon the various Readings of theſe 
Words, nor critically determine which 
!s ſptirious or genuine, All Parties 
3 (how 
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(how much ſoever they differ about Ch. 3. 
their Senſe) agree that the Gradations TY 
of the Verſe-are Goſpel-Revelations ; 

ſo that the Myſtery of Godlineſs cannot 

be reſtrain'd to any one, but is com- 

mon to them all: It refers not to the 
Nature of any of them in particular, but 

to the Revelation of *em all in general. 

And it muſt be granted, without any 
Diſpute, that the gracious Manifeſta- 

tion of Chriſt and his Goſpel is not on- 

ly to us wonderfully ſtupendous and 
urprizing, but that it was likewiſe a 

very great Myſtery to all preceding 

the New Teſtament Diſpenſation. From 

theſe Paſſages it appears, that the Goſ- 
pel and the following Expreſſions are 
{ynonymous, viz. The Myſtery of the 
Faith, the Myſtery of God and Chriſt, the 
Myſtery of Goalizeſs, and the Myſtery 

of the Goſpel, No Doctrine then of 

the Goſpel 1s ſtill a Myftery (for the 
Apoſtles conceaPd nothing from mus that As 75. 
was uſeful, and have acquainted us with ** ©” 
the whole Counſel of God: ) but *tis the 

Goſpel it ſelf that was heretofore in- 

deed a Myſtery, and cannot now after 

it 1s fully reveaPd, properly deſerve 

that Appellation. 

H 2 21. We 
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31. We deſign in the ſecond place 
to ſhew, that certain Matters occaſio- 
vally reveal'd by the Apoſtles, were only 
Myſterious before that Revelation. The 
Jews, who ſcarceallow'd other Nati- 
ons to be Men, thought of nothing leſs 
than that the time ſhould ever come 
wherein thoſe Nations might be 7e- 
conciPd to God, and be made Coherrs 
and Partakers with them of the fame 
Privileges. This was nevertheleſs re- 
ſolv*d upon 1n the Divine Decree, and 
tothe Jews was a Myſtery, but ceaſes fo 
to. continue after the Revelation of it 
to Paul, who, in his Epiſtles, has 0- 
penly declar'd it to all the World. 
The firit Paſſage we ſhall alledgtothat 
purpoſe isin Eph.3.1—6,9. If you have 
heard of the Diſpenſation of the Grace 
of God which # given me to you-ward, 
how that by Revelation he made known 
unto me the MISTERY (as I wrote 
before in few Words, whereby, when you 
read, you may underſtand my Rnowleds 
in the MYSTERY of Chri#) which in 
other Apes was not made known unto the 
Sons of Men, as it is now reveal"d unto 
ws, his holy Apoſtles and Prophets, by the 
Spirat ; that the Gentiles ſhould be jog 

eir's, 
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heirs, and of the ſame Body,and Partakers Ch. }. 
of his Promiſe in Chriſt by the _ GW 
and to make all Men: ſee what is the Fellow- 
ſhip of the MYSTERT, which from the 
Beginning of the World hath been hid in 
God, The ſecond Paſſage isin Rom.rt. 

' 25. For I would not, Brethren, that you 
ſhould be ignorant of this MYSTERY, 
that Blindneſs in part is happend to Tſra- 
el until the Fulneſs of the Gentiles be 
come in, - Thethird Paſſage is in Col.r. 
25, 26, 27.-—The Charch, whereof I 
am made a Miniſter according to the 
Diſpenſation of God which is given to me 
for you, to fulfil the Word of God, even 
the MYSTERY mhich hath been hid 

from Ages and Generations, but now is 
made manifeſt to his Saints : to whom 
God would make known what are the 
Riches of the Glory of this MYSTERY 
among the Gentiles, The fourth Pafſ- 
ſage 1s in Eph. 1.9, 10. Having made 
known unto us the MYSTERY of his 
Will, according to his good Pleaſare which 
he hath purpos'd in Limſolf that in the 
Diſpenſation of the Fulneſs of times, he 
might gather together into one all things 
in. Chrit, Theſe Places require no 
| Explication, for the Senſe of them all 
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Set. 3. 1s, that the Secret of the Vocation of the 
AV Gentiles is in the _— made known, ma- 
nifeſted and declar'd; and therefore re- 
mains no longer a Myſtery. The next 
thing under the Deſignation of a My- 
ſftery 1n the above-mention'd Senſe 1s 
one Circumſtance of the Reſurreior. 
The Apoſtle having no leſs clearly and 
ſolidly than largely reaſon'd upon this 
SubjeQ, (1 Cor. 15.) obviates an Ob- 
jection or Scruple that might be rais*d 
about the State of ſuch as ſhould be 
'Jound alive onthe Earth at the laſt day. 
Behold, ſays he, wer. 51, 52. TI ſhew 
you a MYSTERY, I impart a Secret to 
you ; we ſhall not all ſleep, or die, but 
we ſhall all be chang'd in a Moment, in 
the twinkling of an Eye ; — the Dead 
ſhall riſe, and we ſhall be chang?d, Tt is 
not the Doctrine of the Reſarredior 
then, you ſee, that is here calPd a Mj- 
ftery, but only this particular Circum- 
ſtance of it, viz. that the Living ſhall 
at the Sound of the laſt Trumpet put 
off their Fleſh and Blood, or their 
Mortality, without Dying, and be in 
an Inſtant render*d incorruptible and 

immortal, as well as thoſe that ſhall re- 
vive. In the fifth Chapter to the 
Ephe- 


UMI 


Chriſtianity not Myſteriogs. 103 
Epheſians, wer. 31, 32. we learn that Ch. 3. 
the mutual Love and ConjunQtion of www 
Man and Wife is a Type of that in- 
diſſoluble Union which is between 
Chriſt and his Charch, This was que- 
ſtionleſs a great Myſtery before we were 
told it, but now there is nothing more 
intelligible than the Foundation of that 
Reſemblance or Figure. The King- 
dom of — in oppoſition to the 
Goſpel or Kingdom of Chriſt is alſo 
calPd a Myſtery, becauſe it was a ſecret 
Deſign carry'd on inſenfibly and by 
degrees : but at length, all Obſtacles 
being remov*d or ſurmounted, it ap- 
pears bare-fac'd to the Light, and (as 
it was divinely fore-told) ceaſes to 
continue a Myſtery. Let zo Mar de- 
ceive you by any meaxs, ſays Paul tothe 
Theſſalonians, ( 2 Theſſ.2.3,4,5,6,7,8.) 
for that Day ſhall not come except there 
be a falling away or Apoſtacy firſt ; and 
that Man of Sin be reveaPd, the Son of 
Perdition, &c. And now you know what 
with-holdeth, that he might not be re- 
wvealPd in bis time; for the MISTERY 
of Iniquity doth already work, only he who 
now hindreth, will hinder till he be taken 
out of the way, and then ſhall that wicked 
H 4 one 
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Seft, 3. one be yeveal'd. Theſe are all the Paſ- 
. ſages relating to the ſecond Head, 

32, Myſtery is, Thirdly, put for any 
thing vaild under Parables or Enigma» 
tical Expreſſions in theſe parallel Places 
following. The firſt is in Mat. 13.10; 
Ii, The Diſciples came and ſaid unto 
him, Why ſpeakeſt thou unto them in Pa- 
rables ?. He anſwer d and ſaid unto them, 
Becauſe it is given #0 you to know the 
MISTERIES of the Kjngdom of Hea- 
wen, but to them it is not given. The 
ſecond Paſlage is in Mark 4.11. And 
Jeſas ſaid to his Diſciples, Unto yoa is 
given to know the MYSTERY of the 
Kingdom of God ; but unto them that 
are without, all theſe things are done in 
Parables., The ſame Words are re- 
peated in Lak.8.10, Anditis moſt evi- 
dent from all of *em, that thoſe things 
which Chriſt ſpoke in Parables were not 
in themſelves incomprehenſible, but 
»yſterioas to them only to whom they 
were not unfolded, that ( as it 15 there 
faid) hearing they might not underſtand, 
Ir is now the moſt ordinary Practice in 
the World for ſuch as would not be 
underſtood by every one, to agree up- 
ona way of ſpeaking peculiar to _ 
E: elves. 
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ſelves, Nor is there any thing more Ch. 3. 
eaſy than the Explication which Chriſt vw 
gave of theſe Parables at the Requeſt 
of his Diſciples. 

3. There are but two Paſſages on- 
ly |, and Myſtery in them has no re- 

erence to any thing in particular, but 
it is put for all ſecret things in its ut- 
moſt Latitude or Acceptation. 'The 
firſt Place is in x Cor. 13. 2. And tho T 
have the Gift of Prophecy, and ander- 
ſtand all MYSTERIES, and all Rpow- 
ledg ; and tho I have all Faith ſo that I 
could remove Mountains, and have no 
Charity, I am nothing. The ſecond, 
parallel to this, is in x Cor. 14. 2. He 
that ſpeaketh in an unkzown Tongae, 
ſpeaketh not unto Men but unto God ; 
for no Man underſtandeth him, however 
in the Spirit he ſpeaketh MYSTERIES; 
that is, what 1s intelligible enough to 
him, are Secrets to ſuch as underitand 
not his Language. 

- 34. Having fo particularly alledg'd 
all the Paſſages where there is mention 
made of Myſteries in the New Teſta- 
ment, if any ſhould wonder why 1 
have omitted thoſe in the Revelation, 
to ſuch I reply, that the Revelation 

cannot 
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Se&t; 2. carmot be properly look?d upon as a 
apa Part of the Gifel; for he pork no 
new Doftrines deliver'd in it. Far 
from being a Rule of Faith or Man- 
ners, it is-not as much as an Explana- 
tion of any Point in our Religion. 
The true Subje&t of that Book or V:- 
fron 184 Prophetical Hiſtory of the Ex- 
fernal State of the Church 1n its vari- 
ons and interchangeable Periods of 
Profperity or Adverſity. But that T 
may not fat under ths leaſt Suſpicion 
of dealing unfairly, I ſhall ſubjoin the 
few Texts of the Revelation wherein 
the word Myſtery is contaurd. 'Fhe 
firſt is in Rev. r. 20. The MISTERY 
of the ſeven Stars which thou ſaweſt in 
»y right Hand, and the ſeven Golden 
Carndleſticks : Well, what is the Myſte- 
zy or Secret of theſe Stars and Candle- 
flicks? The ſeven Stars are the Angels of 
the ſeven Churches; and Oy Can- 
aleſticks, which thou ſaweſt, dre the ſeven 
Churches, namely, of Aſia. Another 
Paſſage is in chap. 17.5, 7. And upon 
her Forehead was a Name written, MY- 
STERT, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, &c. And the Angel ſaid, — 
I wall tell thee the MISTERY of the 


Woman. 
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Woman. This he performs too in the Ch. 3. 
following Verſes, which you may con- VV 
ſult. Nor is it undeſerving our parti- 
cular Notice, that Myſtery is here made 
the diſtinguiſhing Mark of the falſe or 
Antichriſtian Church. Myſtery is a 
Name written on her Forehead; that is, 
all her Religion conſiſts in Myſtery, ſhe 
openly owns, ſhe enjoins the Belief of 
Myſteries, And, no doubt ot, as far 
as any Church allows of Myſteries, Fl far 
it is ANTICHRISTTAN, and ma 
with a great deal of Juſtice, tho little 
Honour, claim Kindred with the _ 
let Whore, The only remaining Text 
is in chap. 10. 5, 6, 7. * And the Angel 
which I ſaw ſtand upon the Sea and upon 
the Earth, lifted up his Hand to Heaven, 
and ſwore by him that liveth for ever and 
ever, who created Heaven and the things 
that therein are, and the Earth and the 
things that therein are, and the Sea and 
the things which are therein, that there 
ſhould be Time no longer ; but that in the 
Days of the Voice of the ſeventh Angel, 
when he ſhall begin to ſound, the MYST E- 
RY of God ſhoald be finiſÞ'd: that is, 
thatall the things figuratively deliverd 
in this Prophecy concerning the Goſpel 

(which 
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Sect. 3. (which was ſhewn above to ſignif! 
WY the ſame with the Myſtery of God) 

ſhould have their final Accompliſh- 
ment, and fo end with this Globe and 
all therein _— mt 

. I appeal now to all equitable 
Per ons, whether it be not fe to 
any that can read, that Myſtery in the 
whole New Teſtament is never put for 
any thing inconceivable in it ſelf, or not 
zo be judg'd of by our ordinary Notions 
and Faculties, however clearly reveaPd : 
And whether, on the contrary, it do's 
not always ſignify ſome things naturally 
intelligible enough ;. but either ſo vail'd 
by figurative Words and Rites, or ſo 
lodg*d in God's ſole Kpowleag and Decree, 
that they could not be diſcover'd without 
ſpecial Revelation. Whoever retains 
any real Veneration for the Scripture, 
and ſincerely believes it to be the Word 
of God, muſt be ever concluded by its 
Authority, and render himſelf, in ſpight 
of all Prejudices, to its Evidence. He 
that ſays the Goſpel is his only Rule of 
Faith, and yet believes any thing not 
warranted by it, heis an arrant Hy- 

rite, and do's but flily banter all th 


orld. | | 
36, -Nor 
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36. Nor cana morefavourable Opi- Ch. 3. 

nion be harbour'd of thoſe, who, in- VV 
ftead of Submiffion to the DiQares of 
Scripture and Reaſon, ſtraight have 
Recourſe to ſuch Perſons as they ſpe- 
cially follow or admire, and are _ 
to receive or refufean Opmion, as thefe 

ſhall pleaſe to dire& them. Pray, 's 
. Poder, fays one of his Pariſhioners, 
what think you of fuch a Book? it 
feemstomake things plain. Ah! dear 
Sir, anſwers the Doctor, it is a very 
bad Book ; he's a dangerous Man that 
wrote it; he's for believing nothing 
but what agrees with his own pur- 
blind, proud and carnal Reaſon. P. 
Say you fo, Door? then Pm refoly'> 
to read no more of it, for I heard you 
often preach againſt} Humane Reaſon; 
Pm. ſorry, truly, it ſhould unhappily 
fall into my Hands, but PII take care 
that none of our Family fet their Eyes 
upon't. D. Yowll do very well, Sir ; 
beſides, this Book is ſtill worſe than T 
told you, for it deſtroys a great many 
Points which we teach ; and ſhould 
this Deftrine take, (which God forbid); 
moſt of the good Books you have at 
home, and which coit you no leſs Pains 
tg 
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Seft. 3. to read than Money to purchaſe, would 
LV fGgnify not a Straw, and ſerve only for 
aſte-Paper to put under Pies, or for 
iK other mean Uſes. P. Bleſs me, good 

DoQor, I pray God forgive me read- 
ing ſuch a vile Treatiſe ; he's an abo- 
minable Man that could write it ; but 
what? my Books worth nothing, ſay 
you? Dr. Hs Sermons, and Mr. C's 
Diſcourſes Waſte-Paper? I'll never be- 
lieve it, let who will ſay the contrary ; 
Lord, why don't you excommunicate 
the Author, and ſeize upon his Books ? 
D. Ay, Sir, Time was, —but now 

it ſeems a Man may believe accordir 
O to his own Senſe, and not as the C heres 
direfts ; there's a T oleration eſtabliſh'd, 
you know. P, That Toleration, Do- 
Qtor, will—. D. Whiſt, Sir, fay 
no more of it; I am as much con- 
cern'd as you can be ; but it is not ſafe 
nor expedient at this time of day to 

find Faults. 

37. There are others far from this 
Simplicity, but as firmly reſolv*'d to 
ſtand faſt by their old Syſtems, When 
they tell us of Myſteries we mult be- 
lieve them, and there's no Remedy for 
it, Tt 1s not the Force of OY 

; tat 
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that makes theſe for Myſteries, _but Ch. 3. 
ſome —_— and they'll be fare 14 
to applaud and defend any Author 
that writes in favour of their Cauſe, 
whether he ſupports it with Reaſoz 
or not. But Pm not half ſo angry 
with theſe Men as with a ſort of Peo- O 
ple that will not be at the Pains of ex- 
amining any thing, eſt they ſhould 
become moreclear-{ighted or betterin- 
form*d, and ſo be tempted to take up a 
new Road. Such Perſons muſt needs be 
very indifferent indeed, or they make 
Refigion come into their Scutcheons, 

38. The mention of Scutchepns na- 
turally puts me in mind of thoſe who 
are little mov'd with any Reafons, 
when the Judgement of the Primitive 
Charch comes in competition. . 'Ihe 
Fathers (as they love to {peak) are 
to them the beſt. Interpreters of the 
Words of Scripture; * And what 
« thoſe honeſt Men, ſays a very in- 
« genious * Perſpn, could not make 
« good themſelves by ſufficient Rea- 
&* {ons, is now prov*d by their ſole 
& Authority. If the Fathers foreſaw 

& this, 


— —_— - 
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SeCt. 3. this, adds the ſame Author, they 
LV © were not to be blanyd for fparing 

< themſelves the Labour of reaſoning 
© more exactly than' we find they 
* commonly did. "Fhat Truth and 
 Falſhood ſhould be determin'd by 2 
Majority of Voices, or certain Periods 
of T wmme, ſeems to meto be the moſt r- 
diculous of - fray Nl 
9. But if Antiquity can | 
annel add any work to an Option, 
I thmk I need not fear to ſtand to its 
Deciſion: & For if we conſider the 
« Duration of the World, (fays ano- 
<« ther celebrated * Writer) as we do 
« that of Man's Life, conſiſting of 
« Infancy, Youth, Manhood, and old 
« Age; then certainly fuch as liv'd 
& before us were the Children or the 
« Youth, and weare the true Antients 
: « of the World. And if Experience 

« (continues he) be the moſt conſi- , 
<« derable' Advantage which grown 
&« Perſons have over the younger ſort, 
&« then, queſtionleſs, the Experience 
« of ſuch as come laſt into the World 
| « muſt 


—— 


* Monſieur Perrault dans ſes Parallelles des Anciens 
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4+ muſt- be incomparably greater thai Ch. 3. 
& of ithbſe that GE ee en CAO 
« them: for the laſt Comersenjoy not 

<« orfly all-the Stock of their Predeceſ- 

« for$;*Þut co it have likewiſe added 

Fs ow own pin pewn | + 
Thoughts: are no' ſefs ingenious thar 

they. are joſt and folid. But if Au- 
74qaity be underſtood 'in the walgar 
Senſe, 1 have no' Reafors to defpair 
however; for my Afeertion too will 
become antient to Poſterity, arid ſo:be 

in 2.Condition to: ſupport it ſelf by 

this cndodioes FRVSINE« of Prefcrip- 

tion. DS ', 

0. Yet feeing F am-not likely to 
live till that —_ '* cannot be amiſs 
to make it appear that: thefe fame Fa 
thers, who have the: good luck' to be 
at once both. the Young) and the Old' of 
the: World, -are on my'ſide. *Tis yet 
: out of any Deference to their Judg- 
ments, I confeſs, that I take, theſe 
Pains, . I have freely. declar'd what 
Value I ſet og their Authority in the 
Beginning of this' Book: but my De» 
ſign is to ſhew. the Diſingenuity of 
thoſe, who pretending the gh t Ves . 
neration for the IR of the FM 
thers: 
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Sect. 3. thers,- never fail to decline their  Sen- 
&YYV tence when it ſutes not with their Hu- 

mour or Intereſt, 
©..41. Clemens Alexandrinns has every 
where the ſame Notion of Myſtery that 
I -have, that' the Gerriles had, and 
which I have-prov*d to be that of the 
Goſpel, In the. 5th Book of his Stro- 
mates, which merits the Peruſal. of all 
that: are curious to underſtand the Na- 
ture of the Jewiſh and Heathen Myſte- 
- 7465; in that Book, I ſay, he puts the 
Matter out of all Doubt, and quotes 
ſeveral of thoſe 'Texts of Scripture, 
which I have already alledg'd to. this 
purpoſe. Nay he tells us, - that the. 
Chriſtian Diſcipline was call d * Ilumi- 
nation, becauſe it brought hidden "things 
to light, the Maſter (CHRIST) alone 
removing the Cover of the Ark, that is, 
the Moſaick Vail. . He adds 1n expreſs 
Words, Þ| that - thoſe things which 
| | - were 
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were myſterious and obſcure in the Ch. 3. 
Old Teſtament are made plain in the -WW 
New. 

\ 42. Every one knows how the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, in a ridiculous imita- 
tion of the Jews, turn'd all the Scrip- 
ture intoAllegory; accommodating the 
Properties of thoſe Animals mention'd 
in the Old Teſtament to Events that 
happen'd under the New. They took 
the ſame Liberty principally with 
Men, wherc they could diſcover 
the: leaſt Refemblance between their 
Names, AQtions, or State of Lite ; 
and carry*d this Fancy at length to 
Numbers, Letters, Places, and what 
not: That which in the O/d Teſtament 
therefore did, according to them, re- 
preſent any thing'in the New, they 
calPd the Type or Myſtery of it. Thus 
TYPE, SYMBOL, PAR ABLE, 
SHADOW, FIGURE, SIGN 
and MTSTE RT, ſignityallthe ſame 
thing in Jaſtin Martyr, This Father 
affirms 1n his- Dialogue with Tryphoz 
the Jew, that the Name of Joſhua 
was a Myſtery repreſenting the Name 
Jeſws ; and that the holding up of Mo- Exod. 7 
I + ſess h 
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Sed. 3./es's Hands during the. \Battel with 
rx the Amalekites in Rephidim, was' a 

Type or Myſtery of 'Chriſt”s Croſs, 
wherthy he overcame Death, as the 
I/raelites there did their Enemies :: and 
then he adds the following Remark ; 
* This is to be conſtder'd, fays he, 
concerning thoſe two : holy Men- aud 
Prophets of God, that \ neither of then 
was able in his ſingle Pirſon to carry 
both MYSTEREES, I mean the 
Type of his Croſs,. and: that of being 
calPd by his Name, . Inthe ſame Dit 
logue he calls the PrediQtions of: the 
Prophets F SYMBOLS, PAR 4 
BLES and MYSTERIES, ex- 
plain'd by the ſucceeding Prophets:.-.: 

43. When Tertulian jt his: Apolbs 
gy juſtifies the Chriftians ——— 
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inhumane Practices whereof their E- Ch. 3. 
nemies moſt unjuſtly accusd **m, he SV 
cries, * * We are beſet, we are di{co- 
© ver'd every day ;- But it we 
* keep always Iid, how are thoſe 
things known which we are faid to 
commit ? Nay, who could make 
them known ? Such as are guilty ! 
Not fo, ſurely : for all Myſ/terzes 
* are of Courle under an Oath of Se- 
* crecy. The Samothracian, the Eleu- 
« finian Myſteries are conceal d ; how 
* much rather ſuch as being diſcover'd 
* would now provoke the Juſtice of 
« Men, and might expect to meet 
with that of God hereatter ? "They 
are ſecret Practices, you ſee, and not 
incomprehenſible Dottrines which tlus 
Father counted Myſtertes, 
44. Origen makes the Encampments 
of the Iſraelites in their Journey to the 
T Fro- 
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SeR. 3. Promis'd Land to be * Symbols or My- 
AV feries deſcribing the way to ſuch as 

ſhall travel towards Heaven, or hea- 

| venly things, T need not add what 
he ſays of the Writings of the Pro- 
phets, of the Viſion of Ezekzel, or the 
Apocalypſe in particular : for he is uni- 
verſally confteſs8d to have brought 
this Myſtick or Allegorical Method 
of interpreting Scripture to 1ts Per- 
fetion, and to have furniſh'd Matter 
to all that trod the ſame Path after 
him ; an Honour, in my Opinion, not 
to beenvy'd him. But he was ſo far 
from thinking any DoQtrine of our Re- 
ligion a Myſtery in the preſent Senſe of 
theWord,thathe expreſly affirms them 
F to agree all with COMMON NO- 
TIONS, and to commend themſelves 
to the Aſſent of every mwell-diſpos'd 
Hearer, | 


— 
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45. The other Fathers of the three Ch. 3. 

firſt Centuries have exatly the ſame vw 
Notions of Myſtery :. And ſhould the 

in this Matter happen to contradih 

in one Place what. they eftabliſh'd in 
another, (as they. ordinarily do in 

moſt things) it would, only ſerve to 
exclaae them from being a true Rale to 

others that were none to. themſelves, 

But what is no ſmall Prejudice in our 
Favour, ſeeing we have to do with 

Men ſo-apt to forget, they keep ve- 

ry conſtant to this Point: fo that I 

may juſtly hope by this time the Cauſe 

of Incomprehenſible and”; Inconceivable 
Myſteries in Religion ſhould be readily 

given up by all that ſincerely reſpect 

FAT HERS, SCRIPTURE, or 
REASON. 
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LO + — Þ 0 bois 
ObjeQions' brought from particu- 
lar Texts of SCRIPTURE, 
and from the Nature of FAITH, 


anſwer'd. 


46. C! OME Men are fo fond of 
4, I Myferees, and it ſeems they 
find their Account in it, that they 
are ready to hazard any thing ſooner 
than part with" them. In the mean 
time, whether they know it or not, 
they lay nothing leſs than their Reli- 
gion: at ſtake by this Condutt; for it 
1s an ugly Sign when People: profeſs 
that what they believe is above the 
Examunation of Reaſon, and will ſuk 
ter it by no means to come into queſti- 
.,on: It argaes in themſelves a Diſtruſt 
of their 7 anfe ; and others conclude, 
that what dares not abide the.*Frial of 
Reaſon, muſt neeas it ſelf be unreaſona- 

ble at Bottom, © %, 
.. 47. Notwithſtanding theſe Conſe- 
quences are ſo obvious, they _— 
| tnem- 
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themſelves againft them, and are not Ch." 4: 
aſham'd to bring even: Scrprure to WV 
countenance 'their © Aﬀertion.''' You 

 fhall hear nothing more frequently 
in their Mouths than theſe Words of 
the Apoſtle, Beware leſt any Mar ſpoil col. 2.8. 
you by PHILOSOPHY. and vain 
Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, 
after the Rudiments- of the World, and 
not you Chri#. Ridiculous! as if 
Reaſon and Truth were Vanity and 
Craft! By Philoſophy is not here un- 
derſtood ſound Reaſon, (as all Inter- 
preters agree) but the Syſtems of P/a- 
to, of Ariſtotle,- of Epicurus, ' of the 
Academicks, &c. many of whoſe Prin- 
ciples are dire&ly repugnant to com- 
mon Senſe and good Morals. Sophi- 
ftry was never more in vogue than in 
the Days of Panul; and feveral out 
of theſe Sets imbracing Chriſtiantty, 
found the way to mix with it theirold 
Opinions, which they were loth to quit 
for good and all. The Apoſtle there- 
fore had weighty grounds to warn his 
Converts not to confound the Inventi- | 
ons of Men with the Poftrine of God. 
It appears nevertheleſs that this good 
Advice was tolittle Purpoſe, for m_ 

: n 
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Se. 3.find the /groſſeſt Miſtakes and Whim- 
WV fes of. the Fathers. to have been .occa- 
fiowd bythe ſeveral Syſtems of Philo- 
ſophy they;;read before their Conyer- 
ſion, and which they afterwards foo- 
 liſhly. endeavour?d to reconcile with 
Chriſtianity, to the entire Ruine almoſt 
of the latter, as we ſhall ſhew in the 
following Chapter. -. | | 
48. But, as no particular Hypotheſes. 
whatſoever has a Right to ſet up for a 
Standard of Reaſon to-all Mankind, 
much lefs may wain Philoſophy or So- 
phiftry claim this Privilege ; and fo far 
am-I from.aiming at any ſuch thing, | 
that it is the very PraQice I oppoſe in 
this Book. When - ſome have ad- 
vanc'd the Metaphyſical Nonſenſe of 
doting | Philoſophers into Articles of 
Faith, they raiſe a loud Clamour  a- 
gainſt Regſop, before whoſe Evidence 
and Light their empty. Shadows muſt 
diſappear. For as in Philoſophy ſo in 
Religion every Sett has its peculiar 
Extravagancies, and-the INCO M- 
PREHENSIBLE MYSTERIES 
of the latter do perfeAtly anſwer the 
OCCULT. QUALITIES. of the for- 
mer. .They were both Falcylated * 

r 
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firſt for the'ſame Ends, vie. ro fop the Ch. 4, 


Mouths of ſuch as demand a Reaſon where 
none ean be given, and to keep as m 
in Ignorance as Intereſt ſhall think con- 
ventent. But God forbid that T ſhould 
impute the like nefarious Deſigns to all 
that contend for Myſteries now, Thou- 
ſands whereof I know to be the beſt 
bore Men in the Fram Tm 
ophiſtical*or corrupt Philoſophy 1s elfſe- 
—_ in the New Teftiment ftiPd 
the Wiſdom of this World, to which 
the Greeks were as much- bigotted, as 
the Jews were infatuated with a Fancy 
that nothing could be true but what 
was miraculouſly prov'd fo : The Jews 
require a Sign, and the Greeks ſeek after 
Wiſdom. But this boaſted Wiſdom 
was then Fooliſhneſs with God, and fo 
it is now with conſidering Men. 
49. A Paſſage out of the Epiſtle to 
the Romans 1s cited likewiſe to prove 
Humane Reaſoz not a capable Judg of 


WV 


x Cor, 3. 
I9. 


r Cor. 1; 
22. 


what isdivinely reveaPd. The Words © 


are, The Carnal Mind is Enmity againſt 
| God; for it is not ſubjett to the Law of 
God, neither indeed can be, But if theſe 
Words be ſpoken of Reaſon, there can 
be nothing more falſe ; becauſe on 
A - do's 


Rom. 8. 75, 
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Seft. 3. do's and ought to ſubjeCt jt felf.rothe 
LV Divine Law; i yet-.this Submiſſion ar- 

gues no ImperijeRion in Reaſor,. as-our 
Obedience tg juft-Laws cannot.be ſaid 
to deſtroy our Liberty. Reaſon. muſt 

i— firſt underſtand the Law of God, and 

then comply. with.it ; for,a-Man can 
no more deſerve. Puniſhment for not 
obſerving ſuck Laws as are unintelli- 
gible, than for not performing what 
was never ernoin'd him. , The carnal 
H4;zd then in this Place is.not Reaſon, 
but the carnal Deſires of lewd and 
wicked Men ;. whoſe Practices, as they 
are contrary to the reveal'd Law of 
God, ſo they are to that of ſound Rea- 
. ſor too. h 
50. What has been diſcours'd of 
pretended Wiſdom and ſenſual Minds, 
may be eafily appli'd to another Paſ- 
ſage where it is ſaid, that ;he Weapons 
2 Cor, 10: of our Warfare are not carnal, but migh- 
4» 5 ty through God to the pulling down of 
ſtrong Holds, cafting down Imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth' it ſelf - 
againſt the Kprowlede of God, and bring- 
ing into. Captivity every Thought to the 
Obedience of Chriſt. It is plain from 
the Words as'well as the Scope of the 
ob '_ whole, 
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whale, that: theſe.are the Thoughts Ch. 4. 
and Imagiziations-of-fooliſh and-pros vv 
fane'Men; dt mee nr 
reforiyd:by i Rea/o#: a8 well as Sorige 
tures ad; in effect; ently low 
{uch? Perſons not ocdinarily al 
bf Arjnunient from'Seriptare, are 
perfwadediby Rego and after. that 
they'tecevve: the \Scruptiure: But (can 
Reafov tafitlown or defiroy it £463 
Nd'\>;;buit it reciiees! thofe vain.and 
impious: Sophiſtas which: borrow as 


Nat 4b cover or. ainfatizethe! Af 
anviers thay accalfomi2';r 5. 
53.-It-would bees codkivs 


to one one. aver althe Fer 
Mk (00: perverſe Memak 
ledg \againft thati\Uſe:of Reaſon; in 
Religion! webichy, T;; 6 ompongs eſtas 
bliihuj: Any fingle pur: 
poſe: ſhoild, one: quo: nw rete h 

tuffciens:SatisfaQtion''ra/al Ch ibins 
Lovers of 'Truth.: for: the Word : of 
God: mwſb: be every--whiere uniform 
and felf-confiftene. But Ehave quoted 
feveral iti the ſecond-Ghapter' of the 
ſecond: Seftion, to\/ſpeak nothing of 
what Þ perforn'd! un: the foregoing 
—_— of the preſent Seton. Yet 


becauſe 
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Se; 3) becauſe this Reaſoning: might .be' re- 
WV torted, and'to-leave-no plauſible Pre- 
tences to Cavilletsor Deceivers,T have 
punQually anſwer*d'the ſtrongeft'Ob- 
jeftions I :have-obſerv*d in the moſt 
celebrated: Pieces of Divinity! iT:fay 
which T have. objer4/ a, for T:-thotld read 
O the :Goſpe/a Million of Times/overhe- 
fore :the Vulgar: Notion of Myſtery 
could ever-enter into:my:;Head, 'or any 
Ry Book could ſuggeſt ro 
Rx © theiSenſe of | it —_ bore i 
on or Enqui Nor: do +: 
elf yet Hick. ro envy - thoſe 
-entertaim other "Th S.Of it, 
when all the while they' openly ac- 
knowledg ittobe a:DivineRevelation. 
Bur'ſeeing themnoſt material Difficul- 
ty. made to-me by. ! aFriendyiis;; that 
my; ſol deſtroys the Nature of 
FAITH, I ſhalt-with allithe' Brevi- 
ty-T-can deliver. my GERe CON- 
ceriung this SubjeQt.:' 

"1527 T will fpend no time: upor the 
ordinary. Drviſidhs of Faith into Hi- 
ſtorical; Temporary, or: Juſtifying, 
Lively or Dead, 'Weak or Strong, be- 
cauſe moſt of theſe" are not ſo mich | 

Faith ; it ſelf, as different Eftets there- 
of, 
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of. The word imports Belief! or Per- Chi. 4. 
ſwaſion, as whenwe give Credit to any TV 
thing whichis told us by God:or Man; 
whence Faith 1s properly divided'into 
Human and Divine.” Again; Divine 
Faith is either when God ſpeaks'to us 
immediately himſelf, or when we' ac- 
uieſce in the Words of -Writings of 
thoſe: to whom we - believe: he has 
ſpoken, All Faith now in the:World 
is of :this laſt ſort, and by conſequence 
entirely built upon Ratiocination. / Bor 
we muſt firft be: convinc'd: that thoſe 
Writings aretheirs whoſe Namesthey 
bear, we then: exatnine the-ourward 
State and AQtions.of thoſe Perſons; and 
lafly:underſtand! what-is contain'dan 
their Works; otherwiſe wecannot de- 
termine - whether: _ be':worthy of 
God'or not, much leſs firmly believe 
them; 6 amfiano! 72003; SOFT 
- 53. -To be confident of any thing -<- 
without: conceiving it, 15 no real Faith 
or Perſwafion, bura raſh Prefumption, 
and an obſtinate:Prejudice, rather. be- 
coming: Enthuſiaſts. or Impoſtors than 
thetaught of God, who has no Inte- 
reſt to delude his Creatures, nor-wants 
Ability to inform: them rightly.” I 
| prowd 


1.2:8 Clrofttanity not Myſterious. 
Sect: 3. provid before, (Seif, 2. Chap. 2.) that 
LN Diferente. roman ine and 
DiwuimcAgvelations did not. confaſt -in 
degrees::of Perfpicmty, but' in Certs- 
tude; So many - Circuntſtances- fre- 
quently;;concur mM Hiſtory as render. it 
equalrolntwrion : "Fhus I can as foon 
deny my; own Being 4s the Murder of , 
 Cirers, or the Story of: Willzam the Cops 
+ gqmeruy; yet. this:happens/ only ſome- 
times: :But God ſpeaks: always Truth 
and Cextainty. 1. oo In 
: 0544 Now ſince. by Revelatzon Men 
ave not; endud. uwiithany new Faculties, 
it:foHows 4hat God:fhonld' loſe. his end 
im ſpeaking to them, af what he: ſaid 
did not;agreeiwith their common. No- 
tions, ': Cond: that Perſon juftly value 
himfelf:; upon being.. wiſer tham- tus 
Neighbours,” whoi having infallible Af- 
{urance that ſomething calPd Btretr: 
had a Being in: Nature, in the mean 
time knew not what this Blidri was? 
And ſeeing the Caſe ftands really thus, 
all Faith or Perſwafion muſt neceſfari- 
ly-confit of two Parts, Knowleag and 
Afſſent.: Tis the laſt indeed that con- 
ftitutesthe formal ACt of Fazth, but not 
without the Evidence of the firſt : _ 
| this 
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this is the true Account we have of it Ch, 4. 
all. over the New Teſtament. There wv 
we read that without Faith it is im- yeb, 11.5, 
poſſible to pleaſe God; but he that cometh 
to God muſt believe that he is, and that 
he is a Rewarder of them that diligently 
ſeek him. So the firm Perſwaſion of a 
pious Man that-his Requeſts will be 

anted, - is grounded upon his know- 
ledg of theBeing,Goodneſs,and Power 
of God. It was reckon'd no Crime 
not to believe in Chriſt before he was 
reveaPd 5 for how could they believe in Rom.10.14. 
him of whom they had not heard? But 
with what better Reaſon could any be 
condemn'd for not believing what he 
ſaid, -if they might not underſtand it ? 
for, as far as I can ſee, theſe Caſes are 
parallel, Faith is likewiſe ſaid to come yer, 1-, 
by hearing ; but without Underſtand- 
ing tis plain this Hearing would ſignify 
nothing, Words and their Ideas being 
reciprocal in all Languages. 

55. The Author of the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews do's not define FAITH a 
Prejudice, Opinion, or Conjecture, but 
Conviction or: Demonſtration : Fazth, | 
ſays he, « the confident Expeitation of Mev. 11.1, 
things hop'd for, and the Demonſtration 

K 


of 
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Set. 3. of things hot ſeen. Theſe laſt Words, 
WYV things not ſeen, ſignify not (#8 ſome 
. - would have it) things incomprehet- 

fible or unintelligible; but paſt or fir: 

ture Matters of Fa&; as the Creation 

of the World, and” the RefurreQion 

of the Dead, or the Belief of ſome 

things inviſible-to our corporeal Eyes, 

tho mtelligible enoujpth to the Eyes of 

our. Underſtanding: This appears by 

2ll the Examples fubjoird to that De- 

finition, © Beſides, there can be priper- 

 Iy no Pazth of things ſer or preſeiit; 

or then ?*tis Self-evidence; and not Ra= 

Rom.8.24, tiocination : Hope thit is Jet) 54 wt 

25 Hope, for-what « Man ſees why doth he 

yet hope for ? But if we bopt for what we 

ſee not, then do we with Patience wait for 

Heb.11.13.7f. SO ow rang receiv? d not the 

Promiſes, bat ſaw theth afar off, and were 
4 of them. © fer 

- $56, :Without coticeiving Faith after 

this manner, how. icould Chriſt be 

Joh. 8-12- termyd rhe Light of the World, the Light 

Aoiz47. of the Gentiles? How could Believers 

be ſaid to have the Spirit of Wiſdon, 

Bpt. 1-17-and to have the Eyes of their Hearts 

. -* + enlightwd? For the Liphtof the Heart 

or Underſtanding 1s the Knowledg of 

'. - things ; 
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things; and as this Knowledg is more Ch. 4. 
or els, ſo the Mind is proportionably &yw 
aluminated. Be ot unwiſe, fays the gph.g.17. 
Apoltle, bat underſtanding what the Will | 
of the Lord is. And in another place 
heexhborts Men never to att in dubious 
Matters till they are fully perfwaded in Rom. 14.5- 
their own Minds. © | | 

57- But toall this will be objeQted 
that remarkable Inſtance of Abrahams 
Faith, who was ready to facrifice his 
only. Son, -notwithſtanding God had 
promisd that Kings ſhould deſcend of 
him, 4ad his Seed be-numerous' as the 
Stars of Heaven, or the Sand upon 
the Sea-ſhore, Did Abraham blindly 
obey then, without reconciling rhe - 
apparent ContradiQtion betweent God's 
preſent Command and his former Pro- 
miſes? ' Far from it : for *tis expreſly 
recorded, that he that had receiv'd the Heb.1 ray, 
Promiſes offer'd up his only begotten, of **: 19- 
whom it was ſaid, that in Iſaac ſhall X-4 
Seed be bleſſed; * Reaſoning that Gol was 
«ble. to.\raife him again from the Dead, 
' from mbence alfo hehad recent” dl himin a 
Figare. _ He rightly concluded” that 


x * 
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» S Auer per©- ſhould be tranſlated. 
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Sect. 3. 


GY 


Ver. 12. 


; Rom. 4. 
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God was able to revive T/aac by a Mi- 
racle, as he was miraculouſly born, 
according to another Promiſe, after his 
Parents were paſt having Children, 
and ſo as good as dead: therefore it is 
elſewhere written of Abraham, that 


being not weak in-Faith, he conſider'd 


not his own Body now dead, when he was 
about an hundred.-Years old, neither yet 
the Deadneſs of Sarah's Womb; nor ſt ag- 

er'd at God's Promiſe through Unbelief'; 
Gas being ſtrong in Faith he gave Glo- 
ry to God, and was fully perſwaded- that 
what he had promis'd he was able alſo to 


perform. - 7. 
58. Now what. is there in all this, 


. but very ſtrict Reaſoning from Expe- 


rience, from the Poſſibility - of the 


thing, and from the Power, -Juſtice, 


and. Immutability: of him that. pro- 
mis'd.it ? Nor can any Man ſhew me 
in all the. New. Teſtament another Sig- 
nification of Fairh but a molt firm 
Per{waſion built upon ſubſtantial Rea- 
ſons. - In this Senſe -all Chriſt:evity-is 


not. ſeldom ſtiPd the Faith ;  asnow- we 


uſually fay that we are, of :this-or. that 


PERSWASION, meaning the Pro- 
teſſion_of ſome Religion... But ſurely 
=C . as Br IN 5 ld gathing 
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nothing can better root and eftab/iſb Ch. 4.. 
our Perſwaſion than a thorow Exami- &VV 
nation and Trial of what we believe ; > 
whereas the Weakneſs and Inſtability 
of our Faith proceed from want of 
ſufficient Reaſons for it, whereupon - 
Incredulity always follows ; then 
fails Obedience, which is the conſtant 
Sign and Fruit of genuine Fazth ; and 
hence ſpring all the Irregularities of | 
Mens Lives. He that ſaith 1 know, johns, 
him, and keepeth not his Commandments, 4, 6. 
is a Liar —For he that ſaith he abideth 
in him, ought himſelf alſo to walk as he 
walk*d, - Nor can it poſſibly fall out 
otherwiſe, but that he who believes 
without Underſtanding muſt be zoft 
and carred about with every Wind of eph.4.14. 
Doftrine, by the Slight and Cunning of 
Men ready to deceive, | 

59. Thothe Authority of the New 
Teſtament he ſo clear in this Matter, 

et I ſhall further confirm it by the fol- 
beia Obſervations. Firſt, if Faith 
were not a Perſwaſion reſulting Fm the 
previous Kpowledg and Comprehenſion of 
the thing believ”d, there could be no De- 
grees nor Differences in it; for theſe are 
evident Tokens that Men know more 
= or 
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SeR. 3.or leſs of a thing, as they have De- 
Yo fires or Opportunities to learn it. But 

that chere are ſuch Degrees appears by 
the Striptare, where thoſe that have 
only 'an imperfe&t and perfun&ory 
Knowledg of Religion are cotmipar'd 
x Cor. 3.2. tO Infants who feed only upon Milk ; 
but they who arrive at a more fufl 
and- accurate Certainty are liken'd. to 
Reb. 5.12, rows Men that can digeſt ſtronger 
"P14. Vou!d. | 
60. My next Obſervation is, - That 
the Subjeft of Faith muſt be intelligible 
ro all, finxce the Belief thereof is com- 
manded unier no teſs a Penalty than 
Mark 16, Damnation : He that believeth not, 
15. ſhall be damn'd, But ſhall any be 
damn'4 for the Non-performance of 
Impoſlibilities ? Obligations to believe 
do therefore ſuppoſe a Poſſibility to 
underftand. IT ſhew'd before that 
Contradiition and Nothing were con- 
vertible Terms; and I may now fay 
as much of Myſtery in the Theological 
Senfe : for, to ſpeak freely, Contra- 
—_ and Myſtery are but -_ empla- 
tick ways of ſaying Nothing, Cor- 
erudiftig expreſſes X Nothing H a COU» 
ple of Ideas that deſtroy one _— 
an 
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and Myſtery expreſſes Nothing by Ch. 4: 
Words at LO Ideas at all. - | i - 

61, The third Obſervation ſhall be, 
That if any part of Scripture were unin- 
zelligible, it cogld never berightly tran- 
ſlated, except the Sound of the Words, 
and not their Senſe, be look*d upon as 
the Revelation of God. Terms can 7 
by no. means be underſtood, unleſs the 
things they denote be underſtood alfo. 
I may well underſtand Things with- 
out ther Names, but never Names 
without knowing their SubjeQAs. And, 
in good earneſt, to what ſort of Afſu- 
rance can any Man pretend, that he 
has made a right Verſion of what he 
openly profeſles nat to conceive ? It 
cannot be imagin'd how much.the No- 
tion of Myſtery contributes to the Ob- 
ſcurity of Scripture in moſt Tranfla- 
tions. When an able Linguiſt meets 
with a difficult Paſſage, he preſently 
takes it for a Myſtery, and concludes it 
is t0.n0 purpoſe to be at more Pains 
about what is 1n it ſelf inexplicable. 
But an uncapable Tranſlator. lays his 
own blundring Nonſenſe, and all the 
myſterious Fruits of his Ignorance to 
God Almighty's Charge, Theſe are . 

K 4 _ whe 
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Sect.. 3. the Wretches who plentifully furniſh 
WW the Atheiſtical and Profane with all the 

| Matter of their Objections againſt 

Scripture. But I hope in Time we 

my ſee a Remedy to theſe Diſor- 
ers. 

62, The fourth Obſervation 1s, That 
except Faith ſignifies an intelligible Per- 
frofes, we cannot give others a Reaſon 

wPet-3.15.of our Hope, as Peter direQs us. 'To 
ay that what we believe is the Word 
of God, will be to no end, except we 
prove it to be ſo by Reaſon; and I 
need not add, that if we may not ex- 
amine and underſtand our Faith, eve- 
ry Man will be oblig'd implicitely to 
continue of that Religion wherein he 
is firſt educated. Suppoſe a Siameſe 
* Talapoin ſhould tell a Chriſtian Prea- 
cher that + Sommmonocodom torbad the 
Goodneſs of his 1961 ogy to be trid 
by the Light of Reaſon ; how could 
the Chriſtian confute him, if he like- 
wiſe ſhould maintain that certain 
Points of Chriſtianity were above Rea- 
ſon? 'The Queſtion would not be then, 
whe- 


E Or Prieft, | 
f The God of the Siamiſes, 
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whether My#eries might be allow*d-in Ch. 4. 
the true Religion, but who had more -1v 
Right to inſtitute them, Chri# or Som- 
monocodom ? 2 | 
63. My laſt Obſeryation ſhall 'be, 
That either the Apoſtles could not write 
more intelligibly of the reputed Myteries, 
or they would not. If they would not, 
then *tis no longer our Fault if we nei- 
ther underſtand nor believe them, for 
xothing cannot be the ObjeQt of Be- 
lief: And if they could not write 
more clearly themſelves (which our 
Adverſaries will not ſuppoſe ) they 
were ſo much the leſs to expeCt Credutt 
from others. | 
64. But *tis affirmed, that GOD has 
a Right to require the Aſſent of his Crea- 
tures to what they cannot comprehend : 
and queſtionleſs, he may command 
whatever 1s juſt and reaſonable, for to 
at Tyrannically do's only become the 
Devil, But I demand to what end 
{hould God require us to believe what 
we cannot underſtand ? To exerciſe, 
ſome ſay, our Diligence. But this at 
Arrſt ſight looks culons, as if the 
plain Duties of the Goſpel, and our ne- 
ceſſary Occupations, were not ſufficient 
to 
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' SeQt. z.to:employ all apr time. But how cx- 

oY erciſe. pur Diligence ? Is it poſſible for 

us to underſtand thoſe Aire at laſt, 

or not? If it be, then all Tcontend for 

is gaird.; for. I never pretended that 

the Goſpel could he underſtood without 

due Pains and Application, no more 

than any other Book. "But if it be im- 

poſſible after all to underſtand them, 

4his is ſugh a piece of Folly and Imper- 

tinence as no-fqber Man would be guil- 

ty .of, to puzzle Peoples Heads with 

what they could never conceive, to.ex- 

| hort to, and command the Study - of 

them; and all this to keep *em. trom 

Idleneſs, when they can ſcarce find 

leifure enough for-what.is on all hands 
granted to be mtelligible. 

65; Others ſay that GOD has en- 
Jjair'd.the Belief of MY$TERIES to 
wake 14 more bumble. But how ? By 
lekyng us ſee the ſmall Extent of our 
Knowledg. But this extraordinary 
Methad 2s quite needleſs, for Experi- 
ence acquaits us with that every day ; 
and-I have ſpent a whole Chapter in 
the ſecond Section .of this Book, to 
prove that we have not an adequate 
Idea of all the Properties, and no.Idea 
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of the real Efſence of any Subſtance Ch. 4. 
in the' World. It had been a nwch &yVv 
better Anſwer, that God would thus 
abridg our Speculations, to gain us the 
more time for the praQtice of what we 
underſtand. But many cover a Mul- 
titude of Sins by their Noiſe and Heat 
on the behalf of ſuch fooliſh, and un- 
profitable Speculations. | 
66. From all theſe Obſervations, 
and what went before, it evidently fol- 
lows that Fazth is ſo far from being an 
umplicite Aﬀent to any thing above 
Reaſon, that this NotiondireAly con- 
tradiQs the iinds of Religion, the Na- 
ture of Man, and the Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom of God, But at this rate, 
ſome will be apt to fay, Faith is ne 
. longer Faith but Kowleds, Tanſwer, 
that if K-owledg be taken for a preſent 
and immediate View of rhings, IT have 
no where affirm*d any thing like t, 
but the contrary in many Places. But 
if by Kyowledg be meant underſtand- 
ing what is beltev*d, then T ſtand 
it that Faith is Kyowledg : T have a 
along mamntaiuvd it, and the v 
Words are promrſcuoully us'd for one 
another in the Goſpel, Wetknow, 1.e. 
we 
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Sect. 3. 


Joh. 4.42, 
Rom. 1 4. 
I 4s 

1 Cor. Ig. 
58, 
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we believe, that this is indeed the Chrift,, 
the Saviour of the World. T know, and 
am perſwaded by | the Lord Jeſus, that 
there is nothing unclean of it ſelf. | Tou 
know that your. Labour is not in vain in 

the Lord. ir nt Jinif 
67. Others will ſay that this Nott- 
on of Faith makes Revelation uſeleſs. 
But, pray, how ſo? for the Queſtion 
is not, whether we could diſcover all 
the Objects of our Faith by Ratiocina- 
tion :: I have prov'd on the contrary, 
that no Matter of Fact can be known 
without Revelation. But I aſſert, 
that what is once reveaPd we muſt as 
well underſtand as any other Matter in 
the World, . Revelation being only of 
uſe to inform us whilſt the Evidence 
of its Subject perſwades us. Then, 
reply they, Reaſon is of more Dignity 
than Revelation, 1 anſwer, Juſt as 
muchas a Greek Grammar is ſuperiour 
to the New Teſtament ; for we make 
uſe of Grammar to underitand the Lan- 
guage, and- of Reaſox to comprehend 
the Senſe of that. Book. But in a 
word, I ſee no need of Compariſons 
in this Caſe, for Reaſoz is not leſs from 
God than Revelation ; *tis the Candle, 
the 
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the Guide, the' Judg he has lodg'd Ch. 4. 
within every Manthat cometh into this rv 
World. 3 

68. Laſtly, It may be objected, That 
the . Poor and 1lliterate cannot have 
ſuch a Fazth as. I maintain. Truly if 
this-can be made out, it may paſs for 
a greater My#ery than any Syſtem of 
 Drvenity in Chriftiendom can afford : for 
what can ſeem more ſtrange and'won- 
derful, than that the common People 
will ſooner believe what 1s unintelligi- 
ble, incomprehenſible, and abovetherr 
Reaſons, than what is eaſy, plain, and 
ſuted to their CO ? But the Vul- 
gar are more oblig'd to Chri#,- who 
|" a better Opinion of them than theſe 
Men; for he preact'd his Gvfþe/ to 
them in a ſpecial manner ; and they, 
on the other hand, heard him gladly 5 Mark 12; 
becauſe, no doubt, they underſtood 37. 
- his' InſtruCtions better x ih the »yſle- 
rious. Leftures of their Preefts and 
Scribes. The uncorrupted DoQtrines 
of Chriſtianity. are. not above. their 
Reachor Comprehenſion, but the Gib- 
beriſh of your Divinity Schools the 
underſtand not. It is to them the 
. Language of the Beaſt, and is incon- 
| ſiſtent 
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Sed. z. ſiſtent with their Condition ' ict this 
ws World, when their very Teachers 

muſt ſerve above an Apprenticeſhip 
toimafter it, before they begin the Stu- 
dy of the Bible. How flowly- muſt 
the Goſpe/ have mov'd at the Begin- 

, if ſuch as were calPd to preach 
ir had been oblig'd to qualify them- 
ſelves after this manner ! And no won- 
der that it has ſuchlittle Effe&ts now 

| Mens Lives, after it is ſo thiſe- 
rably deform and almoſt ruin'd by 
thoſe unintelligible. and extrav 
Terms, Notions, and Rites of "Pagan 
or Joulſ Original:- - 

69. Thus I ThavediftinAly anſwer'd 
the: ſeveral Objetions made to me, 
andT ſhall add go'more on this Subject 
of: Faith, when T have confiderd a 
Paſſage in the firſt Epiſtle 'to- Peter, 
where it is written, that the Angels de- 
ſire toſee into certain things ; VN thoſe 
things are not inconceivable MyFeres, 
but the Coming of Chri# and-the Go- 
ſpel-ftate of Salvation, which were di- 
vinely foretold to the Jews, and con- 
cerning which they carefully reaforwd 
cheh; tho, now thoſe things are ful- 
fila, , Wearenot permitted that Lider- 
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ty. Receiving the end of your Faith, Ch. 4. 
> 4 Peter, the Salvation of your Souls; WV 
of which Salvation the Prophets have 1 Per. x. 
enquir'd and diligently ſearch'd, who pro- 5—**: 
pheſ®.d of the Grace that ſbonld cove a1- 
fo you 1, ſearching what "a what manner 
bf time the Spirit of Chrift, which was 
:n them did ſignify, when it teſtify d be- 
fore-hand the Safferings of Chrit, and 
the Glory that fhbuld olforn : Untd whom 
# wat revet[d, thit not wth. them- 
ſelves, bat tnt0 ws, thiy did. miniſter 
the this which tte now repotted upto 
bis by them that hive preach'd anth you 
by -the Boty Gho#t ſent down from Hea- *» 
w#n, whith things the Anpels defire to 
lobk into. Now hete's tio great, M- 
#ery iy all this, that, the 2»ge1z, who 
being finite Creatytes, can Khow no- 
thing bur by Experience, Ratiocliia- 
tion, of: Revelation, ſhould be as cy- 
rfous as the fort fo pefiettate itito 
thoſe future you & fuch Trapor 
tance, and fo very bbſcurely reveaPd.. 
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Pos > » A 
Objections, drawn from the (on- 

fideration of MIRACLES, 
 anſwerd. 


70. KJ Hen all other ſhifts prove 
* ineffeQual, the Partizans 
of MYSTERT fly to MIRACLES as 
their laſt —_ : but thisis too weak 
a Place to make any long Reſiſtance, 
and we doubt not of beating %em 
ori thence with Eaſe and Safety. 

t ſeeing, for the moſt part, the State 
of this Controverſy is never diſtinaly 
laid, T ſhall firſt endeavour to give a 
clear Notion of the Nature of M;- 
racles, and then leave it to be conſi- 
der'd whether I have much Reaſon to 
apprehend any Danger from this Ob- 
jection, 4, MIRACLE then 7s 


ſome Aftion exceeding all humane Power, 


and which the Laws of NATURE 
cannot perform by their ordinary Opera- 
Hons. 


71, Now 
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71. Now whatever is contrary to Ch. 5, 

Reaſon can be no Miracle, for it has \WV 
been ſufficiently prov*d already, that 
Contradiftion is only another word fot 
Impoſſible or Nothing. The miracu- 
lous A&ton therefore muſt be ſome- 
thing in it ſelf intelligible and poſſible, 
tho the mariner of doihg it be extra- 
ordinary. So for a Man to walk ſafe 
in the midſt of Fire is conceivable, and 
poſſible too, ſhould atiy thing capable 
of repelling the Heat and Flares ſur- 
round him : but when ſuch a Security 
1s not provided by Art or Chance, but 
is the immediate Effe& of ſupernatu- 
ral Power, then it makes a Mzyacle. 
An able Phyſician do's ſometimes re- 
ſtore Sight to the Blind ; and a Hand 
or Foot muſt dry up, when the Cir- 
culation of the Blood and Humours is - 
too much excluded from it : bur if 
without the ordinary Time and Ap- 
plications thoſe Members be cur'd iii 
an Inſtant, at the Command or De- 
fire of any Perſon, ſuch an AQtion 1s 
truly miraculous, as well as the ſudden 
Reſtoration of a ſick Body to Health, 
which Art or Nature muſt ſpend a 
great deal of Time and Pains upon. 

> L 72. No 
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Set. 3. 72. No Miracle then is contrary to | 
UV Reaſon, for the Aftion muſt be intelli- 

gible, and the Performance of it ap- 
, pear moſt eaſy to the Author of Na- 
WE: ture, who may command all its Prin- 
ciples at his Pleaſure. Therefore all 
thoſe Miracles are fictitious, wherein 
there occur any Contradictions, as that 
C rf was born without opening any 
Paſſage out of the /7rgiz's Body ; that 
a Head ſpoke ſome Days after it was 
ſever'd from the Body, and the Tongue 
cut out ; with Multitudes of thiskind 
that may be met with among the Pa- 
piſts, the Jews, the Bramins, the Ma- 
hometans, and in all Places where the 
Credulity of the People makes em a 
Merchandize to their Prieſts. 
73. Letus next conſider, that God 
15s not ſo prodigal of Miracles, as to 
work any at random, The Order of 
Nature 1s not alter'd, ftopp'd, or for- 
warded, unleſs for ſome weighty De- 
ſign becoming the Divine Wiſdom and 
Majeſty. And, indeed, we learn from 
Scriptare and Reaſon, that no Miracle 
is ever wrought without ſome ſpecial 
and important End, which is either ap- 
pointed by thoſe for whom the = 
| cle 
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cle is made, or intended\and: declar'd Ch. 5. 
by him. that works it. 1 If the 4poſeles WV 
had: barely. cur*d: the blind, the deaf, 
the lame, the diſeagd, this would cer- 
tainky: procure *em an extraordinary 
Efteem.; and:in ſome Places too Divine $ 
V Yorſhip, as it happen'd- to Paul and 
agaabas. at Lyſtra, when they had A8s 14- 
' eur'd a, born Cripple without any far- "> © 
ther Circumſtance ; but this was onl 
a Means to gain the Attention of thefe 
Idolaters to the Doftrine they were 
about to; preach in their City. Nor is 
there any Miracle mention'd in the 
New Teſtament, but what fſerv*'d to 
confirm. the Authority of thoſe that 
wrought it, to procure Attention to 
the DoQrines of the Goſpel, or for the 
like wiſe and reaſonable Purpoſes. 
74. By this Rule the celebrated 
Feats of Goblins and Fairies, of Witches, 
of Conjarers, and all the Heathen Pro- 
aigies, muſt be accounted fiCtitious, 
_ idle, and ſuperſtitious Fables; for -in 
all theſe there appears no End deſer- 
ving a Change in Natare, —— 
evidently contradict our Idea of God, 
and quite ſubvert his Providence. Di- 
abolical Deluſions would hereby re- 
| L 2 celve 
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SeR. 3. ceive equal Confirmation with Divine 
&Yv Revelation, Miracles being perforn'd 

in favour of both. Nay, the VVon- 
ders of the Devil and his Agents would 
infinitely exceed in Number and Qua- 
8 lity thoſe of God, and his Servants : 
7 which Afertion muſt hold true, were 
no Stories believ*d on the _ wy een 
in every County of Exgland, to ſpeak 
nating of _ confiiod Nations ; 
for it is very obſervable, that the more 
ignorant and barbarous any People re- 
main, you ſhall find *em moſt abound 
with Tales of this nature, and ſtand' in 
far greater Aw of Satan than Jeho- 
wah. Ina word, the Heathens, after this 
rate, would be rivetted in their Idola- 
zry,and the uglieſt Hag or moſt beggarly 
Aſtrologer equalize the Prophets and 
Apoſtles.But why ſhould good Reaſons 
be ſpent in Confutation of mere FiCti- 
ons ? for I challenge any Perſon what- 
ſoever to produce one Inſtance of theſe 
lying V Vonders that contains all the 
true CharaQters of Hiſtorical Evi- 
dence; and withal I dare engage: as 
ſoon to prove the Goodneſs of the .4!- 
coran as of the Goſpel, if the Belief of 
any Miracles, except Divine ones, be 
granted me, Butthey muſt draw ſome 
Advan- 
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Advantage from the ſuperſtitious Fear Ch. 5. 
of the People, who ſo induſtriouſly che- 1/V 
rips 

75: After what has been already 
obſerv 


2d, Tneed riot. add, that all M;- 
racles ſecretly perform'd, or amon 
that" Party only to whoſe Profit an 
Advantage the Belief of them turns, 
muſt be rejeted as counterfeit and 
falſe; for as ſuch cannot bear the Teſt 
of moral Certitude, ſo they contradiCt 
the very Deſign of Miracles, which 
are always wrought 'in favour of the 
Unbelieying. 'But the Papiſfs alone 
muſt be the VVitneſſes of their own 
Miracles, and never the Hereticks they 
would convert by them : nor is their 
PraQtice lefs ridiculous in confirming 
one Miracle by another, as that of 
Tranſubſtantiation by ſeveral more. 

76. From all this laid together, it 
follows, that nothing contrary to Rea- 
ſon, whether you conſider the Action 
or Deſign, is miraculous. But there's 
a good old DiſtinQtion that ſerves all 
turns: Tho Mzracles are not contrary to 
Reaſon, ſays one,yet they are ſurely a- 
bove it. Tn what Senſe pray ? Which 
1s above Reaſon, the Thing, or the 
Manner of it ? If it be anſwer'd, the 
| L 3 laſt, 
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Sect. 3. laft,. I ſu the be thinks I 
net mean by poofe the by optucal 
Experiment,; or ons: Phengwents that 
| ar come bi itsRarity. [Could I 
tell how : a Vyracle was Souther, I be- 
feveT might do. as niuch my {elf; but 
what may be Jaid: to have been this or 
that way . perform'd, :is no Miracle at 
all.. It ſuffices therefore, that che Truth 
of. the ACttion, be demonitrated, and 
the Poſſibili Dy if, to any Being able 
to govern Natfrerby in analy 
extracting, engliing, macs 
ſi ling, conſolidati 7 and 1t 
may be, by, the. Aroittry ' thou- 
 fands at once; for: Miracles' _ pro- 
duc'd according te.the Laws of Na- 
| ture, thoaboveitsordinary Operations, 
which are therefore ſupernaturally 
— "15 
we, ut finally, it will be ſaid, that 
in the Stare of the Queſtion, at the be- 
ginning of my Book, T maintain'd the 
Manner as well as the. Thing was ex- 
plicable. But of what ? .of Miracles ? 
No ſurely ; but of thoſe Dedrines in 
Confirmation whereof the Miracles are 
wrought, This I ſtand by ftill, ang 
may add, I hope, that I have clearly 
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ov*d:it too: But to fay as much of Ch. 6. 
Miracles would beto:make *em no Mr= c1yvw 
reles, which ſhews'the Weakneſs, and 

PINES of this oe m__ | 


wo cn picks VI. 


When, why, and by whom were MY- 
Ng br " into Chriſtia- 


wig... 


78. * "HE End of the LAW be» $eman, 
INES neſs, JESUS 

C HRIST bas 4 not to deſtroy,but to fulfib Mat, 5.17. 

it : for-he fully and clearly preach'd the 

pureft; Morals, he taught that reaſon- 

able Worſhip, and thoſe juſt _—_ 

tions of Heavenand Heavenly T 

whieh were more obſcurely ſigni q 

or deſign'd by. the Legal Obſervations. 

So. having ſtripp'd the Truth of all 

thoſe external Types and Ceremonies 

which made it difficult before, he ren- 

der'd it eaſy and obvious to the mean- 

eſt Capacities, His Diſciples and Fol- 

lowers kept to this Simplicity for ſome 

conſiderable time, tho very.carly di- 
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Seft. 3. vers Abuſes began to. get footing a- 
wWWVV mongſt them: The converted" Jews, 

who continu'd mighty fond of their 
. Levitical Rites and:Feaſts, would wil- 
*-Bngly retain them, and be Chriſtians 
too. ' Thus whatatthe beginning was 
but only tolerated in weaker * rar 
became afterwards a part of Chriſt:a- 
zity it ſelf, under the Pretence of Apo- 
folick Preſcription or Tradition. 

79. But this was nothing compar'd | 
to the Injury done to Religion by the 
Gentiles ; who, as they were profety- 
ted in greater\'Numbers than the Jews, 
fo the Abuſes they introduc'd were of 
more dangerous and” univerſal Influ- 
ence.' They were not a little ſcanda- 
lize4 at the plain Dreſs of the Goſpe!, 
with» the wonderfhl- Facility” of "the 
DoCtrines it contain'd, having been 
accuſtom'd all their Lives to the pom- 
po Worſhip” and fecret Myſteries of 

eities without Number. The Chy:- 
ſtians on the other hand were careful to 
remove all Obſtacleslying in-the xvay 
of the Geztiles. © They thought the 
moſt effeftual -way of gaining then 
over to their fide was by compounding 
the Mattcr, which led them to unwar- 

| e. ranta- 


Chriſtianity- not Myfterieus. I53 
rantable Comp till at-lengt . 
they likewiſe ſet-up I. Myſteries.” Yet WV 
not kmving the leaſt Precedent forany: 
Ceremonies froni the Goſpe, , excepting 
Baptiſm and the” rt oy 
diſguis'd and transform'd theſe by ad-- 
ding to them thePag an Myſtick Rites. 
They adminiſtr'd them with theftrit+ 
eſt | Secrety ; and, to be. inferiour'to/ | 
their Averſaries-1g-no Circumſtance, 
they permitted none'to-affiſt at them, 
but ſuch as were antecedently prepar®d 
E or initixted. - And"to inſpire their Ca- 
Pier wh moſt :ardent Deſires of 

Sho ve out that what 
= A Naſt were* Frenen- 
dous and canal yfteries. fig * 

'80: Thus leſt Siwphcity, thehobleſt 
Ornament 'of the-Truth, ſhould ex- 
poſe it tothe Corterptot Unbelievers, 
Chriſtianity was put'upon an equal Le- 
vel 'with the Myſteries of Ceres,: or the 
Orgies'of Bacchus, ' Fooliſh and' mif- 
taken- Care! ag if the moſt [impicus 
Superſtitions could be ſanQtifi'd bythe 
Name of Chri/t.;-| But ſich is always the 
Fruit of Pant and Ne FR 

erms 
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Set. 3.'Ferws;i of Converſion..it RELIGION, 
VV whereby the. N : and not the, Sings: 
rity. of. = fjors is mainly mended 
18k: W. ONS87 the- Phelok 
chought it their Intecedt $0: turn Ch 
axs, Matters grew;;every: Day, maker 
and, worſe: for theynot onlyiretain'd 
the Air, the Genis,/and: fametitnes the 
Garh:of their ſeveral Sefts,, bug moſt 
pert oo fn 


P ws of. Chriſtiavity, 
they confoundee:them to —_ 
what: before was plain to. every: one, 
did now become intelligible only to-the 
: Leveaed; dork ; Rill leſs: eviden 

y tnelr L utgs,.-and- Vain 
Subtilties,:  Weqauft- not farget that 
the Phideſphone Ayers for. making no 


Sag we" he Chriſtians 
n!- - &-f nw Meng the 
Heeshens ;. but.) this was what they 
_ cold mot; poBbly. ap > Eon 

{every;[t A e..D 
Terms or otherwate,:: Ay { - making 
cronies {ole Matters of. the Inter- 


- $2; "Theſe Abulcs became almoſt 


incurable, when the ſupreme Magj- 
| | ſtrate 
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fratedid opeoly: countenance the Ch#;. Ch. 6." 
ſtiaj Reli Multitudes then .pro- VV 


Peru her aſhves .of the Eniperot's 
antl mend: 


wi Zo make their C Pars 
ortiines by it, 'or to 

forve thoſe ef and Pre ermehts whe Rh 
of. they were already © ofſeſs 4 Theſe 
coptitiu'd Pagazs in their Hearts; and 
it = og - Inagin'd” chat they 
£5 a, al” their old Prejudlices 
With thei" into a' Refigion 


wk NE TY Ort i. of 


conſtanth hap) -1s, when the Conſci- 
ence is. ford and tot © perſwaded, 
which was a while after the Cafe of 
theſe Heathens. © 
"$3. The zealous Emperors ereQted 
Hnrches,-and converted the 
Heathen Temples,.Sanfuaries, Fanes 
or Chappels, to the” Uſe of Chriſtians, 
after .a previous Expiation, and pla- 
cing the Sign of 'the Croſs'in them'to 
_ affute their Poſſeſſion to Chriſt, All 
their Endowments, with the Benefices 
of the Prieſts,  Flamens, Augurs, and 
the whole {acred Tribe, were appro- 
priated to the Chriſtian C lergy. Nay, . 


their 
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1 of an not. M; Ofterioes 
Habits, as * white. Lines 
SY Sh, ores, and the like, Were. re- 
tain'd to bring Fog | ded, 
toan Nth (ble 


to. lay. down 2. i 
8h) leathen agd new-=coin'd: 
fn ſeeries. . And. I ſhall Res 


vour fo ddo' it, as to make it evident 


Mien kD Kt MR, " 20 POUY 
> +6$ lip *4 "0 PLEIOY Ya dind 
| =o; on re es Ben wT : OY | 
Ante Aras. cuſus ; 
= Pelgſi aco Fg nga eres. © FRY Ital. 
Enve J7 LR CALF 7 lib+3, "Vi" 23. 


Ala defer Gerexein veſtiy; (Ccrealibus alam. : 

Sumire. ———: -r\, Quids Faſt. b,4. v "619. 
Eolor aurem Albus prixtipoe decorus 'tuin 
io cxxecis, tum maxime” in Textili.  Ciced, 2. MEZ1g. 
15 6tþ. 18, 
"ESR "I Cura ODT TE ».X) ONS TA X46 

pany” 0 Eciod- | Lucian. de DezSyrie Sacerdotibus. 
-Upigert fagiuor Caly); : fiſtraraqy, m_— Manlel, 
I2, Ef. 25, 
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—  Chviſfianity not Myſterions 155 
us were on | M © however Ch. 6. 
ifferent in their Subj Me, WY 
'85. Firff, Their Terms were' ex- 
ally the ſame without any Alteration: 
They both made uſe of -the' words _ 
znitiating and perfecting. They both Trans 
calPd their MYST ERIES Mheſeis, Te- Muizes, 
leioſeis, Feleiotika, Epopteiai, &c, They Tum 
both look*d upon 1nztiation as a kind a aanhr os 4 
of defying. And they both tid their io. 
Prieſts Myſfagogue, Myſtes, Hierotele-"lTecomae- 


SHS. 


86. Secondly, The Preparatives to 


their Initiations were the ſame. The 


Gentiles us*d ſeveral * Waſhings and 
Luſtrations ; they Þ faſted, m7 Kavurwss 
NETS a | Ae 


* Sarerdos ſtiparum me religioſa cohorte deducic 
.ad proximas balneas, & prids ſuero lavacrotradicum, 
przfatus Defim veniam, putriſime circumrorans ab» 
hair. Apl. EN noe os 

Hzc ſanRt ut poſcas, Tiberino in gurgire mergis 

Mane capur bis rerque, & no&em Flumine purgas, 

| | Perſ. Sat. 2. v.15. 

Ter capur irrorat, ter roffit in zrthera palms. 

" "Ovid, Faſt, 1. 4. v. 316. 

+ T3 ovySnua Eaxcumvioy worrewwr* "Evigeuor' 
$mov F xtave, &c. ClemAlex.pag.13. Arnob.lib.s. 

j| Vos quoque abeſſe procul jubeo, difcedite ab aris, 

Queis rulit heſterna gaudia notte Venus, Tibul. 1, 2. 

Eeg. 1, v.1t. 
_ Caſta placent ſuperis, pura cum veſte venice, 
Er mavibus pueris ſumice fontis aquam. Tits. 

F oh Ibid. v. x4. 


158 Clriſtiamty nat Myſtarians, 
Seft. 3 ſtain'd from Women. before Initiation; 
WW ps > wiſer. x {3 ar.thoſe 

wha thought ſuch. AdZors could *ex- 
piate.Sin, or appeaſe Heaven,  Buy:the 
«bers, the admir'd FA 32g imitaged 
_ them inal} theſechings ; and Fg: Was 
the of. Abſtinence from:certan 
kinds of Meat, of your CORE 
fa Faſts, and the Clerical Celibacy 
He Thirdly, The Chriſtians. k 
thee rt _ as _ _ the. or 
thens theirs. ryſoſtans. fa 
ph e (hat the Doors when irfofios. ow 
of eries and exclude the. uninitiated. 
{1 of Ceſarea; aſſures us, that the 
7 TX of Myſteries is preſerv/d only hy 
Silence. And (*) Syneſius ſays, that 
the Gentile Myſteries were perform'd by 
Night, becauſe their Veneration proceeds 
from Mens Ignorance about them, But 
why 


* Omne nefas, omnemque mali purgamina cauſam 
Credebant noſtri ke e poſſe ſenes. 
Ovid, Faſt. l. 2. V. 35. 
Ah nimium faciles qui triſtia crimina czdis, 
Fluminea coli poſſe putatis aqua * 1dem ib. Ve 4Fo 
Þ Muriigtcs T's eg KAGOHY TH GRTHARHUED, x) TH 
<fPUNTES 61g [EY Homul. in Matth. 
| MusHerwwr me 034674 C1arTy aoworut. 
"I Avena TRVOTUS nr THSTAY, X; 4Y0Z Ne) Te 
7 m5WETY1 TH puoi'gic, De providen, Se. 2. 
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why ſhould that deſerve Blame ia o- Ch. 6; 
thers, good Syseſiws, which you alow Wrw 
in your own Party? or is it that the 
Chriſtians havea better Right to M/te- 
7es than the Gentiles ? | | 

88. Fourthly, 'The Fathers were ex- 
treamly cautious not. to ſpeak intell- 
bly of their DMyferies before Unbe- 
H —_— — pl re Fora 
you vently meet a thew VV IKfngs 
- theſe S the. like Expreſſions, 
* The Initiated know, the Initiated an- 
derſtand what Tfoy, And as the Hea- 
ters did by Proclarnation + drive a> 
way all the Profane from their Myſte- 
ries, ſo the Deacons of the Primitive 
Church cri'd aloud before the Celebra- 
tion of Baptiſm, but chiefly of the 
Sapper, || Go out all you Catechumens, 
watk out all that are not initiated, Or 
ſomething to this EfeR, for they often 
varr'd the Form. Cyril-of YJeraſalem 
has a very ſingular Paſſage to our pur- 
| _ poſe, 
ag Norunt iniciati, Augift. in locis pluribus. *Towory 
To Wetamusves 79 A829 ueroy. Chryſoſtom. in Genel. 


in Homil. 27. & alibi paſſim. 
T. Odexs 6343 fefnro- Orpheus, Lucia- 


nus, &#c., : ; 
y " TON URL 9 ip Ea —_— 
_ | Oove x91 pert meghANtTE,  W5w mermiTiire 
COM bLAVN TON. 
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'160 -Chriſtianity uot Myſterious; 

Seft. 3, pF. .'* Now 'when catechiſing is vt- 

&VV pearsd, if a Catechumen ſhould ac you 
what the Teachers ſaid, tell it by nomeans 
to any that is not initiated: for we tn- 
traſt you with a. Myiery, and the hope 
of the Life tocome. Kee this Mh#ery 
then to him that rewardeth : and if ajiy 
ſhould ſay unto you, What harm is it, 
if T alſo learn? Anſwer him, that ſo ſick 
Perſons deſire Wine : But if it be given 
#0. any unſeaſonably, it makes him fran- 
tick, and ſo two Evils happen; both the 
fick Man is deftroyd, and the Phyſician 
£5 diſparag'd. Thus if a C —_— 
ears 


4 © 5 OEPENIIIIE ITY 
f CEC 


* "Os nvuy 29TH AUT, bel of YON SE 
vos tEemdoy 73 vgnrgowv & feaxorres, widty A 
"7@ tw. Muclewy 5&e ov mga idyuey, 2 tame, 
wernovrs dave. Then 79 putiigty TH wcreTad)- 
TW uni Ty Ovt Tis Ty, Tir LAQTTY, $dv 1700 tune Wo ? 
Keil 61 voosyTes Tey Gavey CnTSow. *AMAQ ed. ng. tes 
9 ppevirmy ie)aCemu, x, do raxg tyirera, 2; 6 
yoow! & TLAAUTH!, X; 0 IatTeds Nafananerar. Ob Tws 
A , Ss « RS # C' ;* \ < Po 
[] KLTH XSUAVOS, £4y &XSTY mapa MC Xz 0 KATH XEUEVOS 
geevemet* by Tide jag 7 Neo, oh) EAGY oa1 70 gh ly es 
; MpURTWICEt 79 AE2F (VOY 5 2h 6 meds ws meodbmns 
x24TEXgiveTa Nd Ns 0V aeogia aus, BAYS po! 
ph KARATE: BY, BI 5% deve, AdAIGE, TH A8J0(4% "cy 
IAQ IT; 1 x01 avatia Te NEeamar ns. mo7TE | 

Xa X.upaav06, 60 Inowouuny ov ma Troxiueret Fray 

- 7 Tiga, At fons T9 Lun Tf) Seorouiror, Tire ab 

vwoy ont «vation © vgmygeuere Ths *Axong. Cyril 
fiicroſol, prefac, in Carec!.el, Ed:r. Parif. 1531 
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hears thoſe things from any of , the Faith= Ch. 6. 
ful; he grows likewiſe frantick ; | for not SWYW 
| waierftanding what he heard, he atgues 

againit the thing, ani laughs at what is 
py : ſothe Believer that told it him is 
condenin'd as a Betrayer of Secrets. Now 
you being one of us, fee that you blab out 
aothing : not that what we ſay are aot 
worthy to be ſpoken, but that others are 
not worthy to hear them, When you 
were 4 Catechumen your ſelf, we never 
told you what was propos'd. But when 
you have learnt by experience the Subli- 
mity of thoſe things which are taught, 
you wall then be convinced that the Codes 
chumens are unworthy to hear them. 
 - $9, Fifthly, The Steps and Degrees 
indoth their Inittations are the ſame, 
Fhe Heathens had * five Degrees ne- 
ceffary to Perfection. Firlt, common 
Pargation ; Secondly, - more private 
Purgation ; Thirdly, a liberty of ſtand- 
ing amongst the Initiated; Fourthly, 
Tzitiation; and, Laſtly, the Right- of 
ſeeing every thing, 'or being 'Epopts, 
M Among 


* *Eu mils liggts wyerro wy as maduuor ud. Senn, 
ele 6H TAUT US a1 4 TOppPrToT3ERt, ped Tad TA; ons 
SOUS, X 6M TAY THIS MONT, W TAs ff imonmTSAL. 
Olympiodor, 
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Seft. 3: Among the Chriſtians likewiſe there 


iyv 


TleoxAgu* 
OI5s 


Axggam. 


"TI07 7 
O15» 


Svcs. 


MES4T15. 


were five Steps by which their Peni- 
tents: were re-admitted to Commu- 
nion. + Firſt they were oblig*d to' re- 
main ſome Years ſeparate from- the 
Congregation INOS their Sins, 
whence this Step was calPd Proclaaſis. 
Secondly, they were remov*d nearer 
the People, where during three Years 
they might hear the Prieſts,tho not ſee 
them : this Step was therefore call'd 
Acroaſis, Thirdly, for three Years 
more they might hear and ſee, but not 


mix with the Congregation: this, Pe- 


riod was calPd Hypoptoſis. Fourthly, 
they might ſtand with the People, but 
not receive the Sacraments: this was 
their : Sy afis. And, Fifthly, the 
were admitted to Communion, whic 
was calPd Methexis, The new Con- 
verts likewiſe, under Preparation. to 
participate of the Myſteries, were 
ſtiPd Catechamens ;* then competent ; 
and, laſtly, Epopts, perfet?, or Belie- 
vers: Which are the very Degrees-in 
Name and Quality, to which Pythago- 
ras obligd his Diſciples. 

go. I could draw out this Parallel 


much larger, but here's enoughto ow 
| "of 
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Chriſtianity not Myſterious. © 16} 
how Chriſtianity became my#erious, and Ch. 6, 
how ſo divine an Inſtitution did, &w 
through the Craft and Ambition of 
Priefts and Philoſophers, degeneratein- 
to meer Paganiſm, ug . | 

1. Myſtery prevaild very little in 
the firſt Handel or Century of Years 
after Chri#; but in the ſecond and 
third, it began to eſtabliſh it ſelf b 
Ceremonies. To Baptiſm werethen ad- 
ded the taſting of Milk and * Honey, 
+ Anointing, the Sign of the Crols, 
a white Garment, S. "There was 
quickly after a farther Acceſſion of 
Queſtions and Anſwers, of antece- 
dent Faſtings and Watchings, Kifling, 
and ſet times of Adminiſtration, Af- 
ter Baptiſm they did not || waſh for a 
whole Week, exattly anſwerable to 
the Superſtition of the Gentiles, who 

M 2 | never 


* Denique ut a Baptiſmate ingrediar, aquam adi- 
turi ibidem, ſed & aliquanto prius ineccletia ſub An- 
tiſtitis manu, conreſtamur nos renunciare Diabo!o, & 
pomp#;, & angelis ejus. Dehine cer mergiramur, am» 
plius aliquid reſpondentes quam Dominus in Evanyelio 
dererminavir. Inde ſuſceptt laRtis & mellis concordiam 
przguſtamusz ex eaque die Lavacro quoridiano per to-. 
tam Hebdomadem abſtinemus. Teytallian. pag. r02. 

f Egreſſi de Lavacro perunguimur benedicta UnBi- 
one, &c, 14. pag. 226. 

|] Tertul, in loco cirato. 


a 


164 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Seft. 3. never put off the * Garment in which 
Lv they were zxitiated till it fell all to tat- 

ters. Next were added. Injection of 
Salt and Wine into the Mouths of..the 
Baptiz'd, and a ſecond Un&tion, with 
Impoſition of Hands. But in later 
times there was no end of Lights, 
Exorciſms, Exfſufflations, and many 
other Extravagancies. of Jewiſh, or 
Heathen Original, From this Source 
ſprang not only the Belief of Owzxs, 
Preſages, Apparitions, the Cuſtom of 
Barying with threeſhovel-fulls of Earth, 
with other vulgar Obſervations a 
Chriſtians ; but alſo Lights, Feafts 
or Holy-days, Conſecrations, Images, 
worſhipping towards the || Eaff, Al- 


fars, 


 * "O Sf pvsuercs 70 MuUdTNV, © $Ooget Wy Th MUNTE) 
wd\trore &mdvdero wexers dv Tenia; agangcys )- 
&puay. Scholiaft. in Pluc. Ariſtophan. 

f Priuſquam in eos | ſcil. mortuos] injeRa Gleba 
eſt, Locus 1lle, ubi cremarum eſt corpus, nihil habec 
Religionis: Anglice, Before this Ceremony, "tis not Ha!- 
low'd Ground, Cic. }. 2. de Leg. Cap. 22. 

Archytas naufragus, pretereuncem exorans ne ſc 
inſepultum relinquat, fic preces abfolvic apud Ho- 
ratium : | | 

Quanquam feſticas, non eſt mora longa : licebic, 

Injefo TER putvere, curras. Lib,1. 04.28.v.35. 

!| His Dea placauda cft, hac ru converſus ad orcum 

Dic quater 3; & vivo perlue rore manus. Otid, 
Faſt.l. 4. v. 777. ©O ot Nnts oeter pev bs neAtoy avis 
0774, Lucian, pag, 674. Evi. Amſt, 1687. 


Chriſlianity not Myſterious. 165 
tars, Muſick, Deadtcations of Churches, Ch. 6. 
and in them diſtinct:Places for the LAIT- -/Vv 
| TY, (as they ſpeak) and the CLER- 

GY:: for there. is nothing. like theſe 
\ In-the Writings of the Apoſtles, but 

they. are all plainly contain'd in the 

Books of the Gentiles, and was the 

Subſtance of thew Worſhip. FF 

- 92: All the Rites 'of the Supper, tog 
tedious: to- particularize, were intro- 
duc'd by degrees after the ſame man- 

ner. So by endeavouring to niake the 

plaineft things uz the World appear 

myFerious,” their very Nature and-Uſe - 
, were-abſolutely- perverted and -de- 
* ftroy'd; and are not yet-fully reftor*d 

by the pureſt Reformations in Chriftex- 

dom.” But we mult not forget how Ter- 

enll;a# himſelf has acknowledg?d: that 

for their frequent Crofizgs and other 

Baptiſmal Rites, for their ſcrupling to 

let.any;of the Breadand W:ze fall tothe 

Grout, or to receive: them from any 

hand it the Preef®s,. withthe like Ce- 

remones, . they had no-colour of F Au- 
| M3 tho- 


LEAP I = Ws dn OE. 27 
"K 1 


* Harum & aliarum <juſmodi Diſciplinarurm, fi 
legem expoſtales Scripturarum, nullam invenies 3 
Traditio tibi prztendirur auarix, Conſuerudo con- 
firmatrix, & Fides obſervacrix, Pag, 102. 
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166 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Sect. 3. thority from the Scriptures, but only: 
SYS from Cuſtom and Tradition. 

93: Now their own Advantage be- 
-- the Motive that-put _ pe 
Þ.lergy upon revivi ſyZtery, . they 
quick y crefted heinkives by its Aſſ1i- 
ance into a ſeparate: and politick Bo- 
dy, tho not ſo ſoon into: their various 
Orders.and Degrees. For in the two 
firſt Centuries we 'meet with no Seb- 
Deacons, Readers, or the like; much 
leſs with. the Names -or Dignities of 
Popes, Cardinals, Patriarchs, Metropo- 
litans,:: Archbiſhops, Primates, . Suffra- 
gans, | Archdeacons; Deans, Chancellors, 
Vicargzi or their numerous Dependants 
and Retinue. ' But-mn ſmall time, My- 
ſer made way for thoſe, and Teveral 
other Uſurpations upon Mankingy..un- 
der-pretence of Laboarers in theaLord”s 
7) 7 SEE SS ©: 65 IRR TES 
-..94. The Degrees:or Conſbitutions 
concernin 5 Ceremanies and Diſrapline, 
to encreaſe 'the: Splendor of thes:new 
State, did-ſtrangely affe, ſtupity, and 
amaze the Mindsbvf the ignorant Peo- 
ple;—-and made—them- believe they 
were -1n good: earneſt Mediators: be- 
tween God and Men, that could fix 
es Ee od 
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Sanftity tocertain Tunes, Places, Per- Ch. 6. - 

ſons, or Actions, They ſeem'd almoſt rv 

a. different and..more . divine Species 

of Creatures, diſtinguiſhing themſelves 

from other Men-in therr Garh, intheir 

manner..of living by '7zthes and Dona- 

tions, in their ſeparate Places at Church, 

and. ſeveral other ways. : By- this | 

means the Clergy were able todo any 

thing ;:.they engroſs?d at lengrh the 

ſole Right of anterpreting Scripture, 

_ at's it claim'd Infallibility, to their 

By This is the true Origin and Pro- 

greſs of the Chriſtian My#teries; and we 

may obſerve how greata ſhare of their 

Eſtabliſhment is owing to Ceremonies. 

Theſe never fail to take off the Mind 

from the Subſtance of Religion, and 

lead Men into dangerous Miſtakes : 

for Ceremonies being eaſily obſerv'd, 

every one thinks himſelf religious e- 

nough that exaQtly performs them. 

But there is nothing ſo naturally oppo- 

ſite as CEREMONY and CHRISTTA- 

NITY. The latter diſcovers Religion 

paked to all the World, and the former 

delivers it under myſtical Repreſentati- 

ons of a meerly arbitrary Signification. 
M 4 96, It 
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Set. 3. 96..Tt is viſible then that Ceremo- 
WY ries perplex inſtead of explaining}; but 

 ſuppofing they *rhade things eaſter, 

_ then that would be: the beſt Religion 
whieh had moſt of ther, for they ate 
generally, and may all be made; equal- 
iy ſignificative. - A Candle put: into 

e' Hands of the Bapiizd, to denote 
theLight of the Goſpel, is every whit 
as good'a Ceremony as tomakethe Sign 
of the "Croſs upon their Fore-tteads; 
in 'token'of owning Chriſt - for their 
Maſter and Saviour, > Wine, Milk, 
and Honey ſignify ſpiritual Nouriſh 
ment, Strength, and*Gladnefs,” as welt 
as ſtanding at the '&ofe! betokens our 
Readineſs to hear or profeſs it. | 
97. In ſhort, there's no degree of 
Enthufiaſm higher than placing Re- 
ligion in ſuch Fooleries ; nor any thing 
{0 baſe as by theſe fraudulent Arts to 
make the Goſpel of no effe&t, unleſs as 
far as it ſerves a Party, But TI ſhall 
have a better Occafion of exhauſting 
the Subject of Ceremonies elfewhere. 
[ treat of *em here only as they made 
up the Geztile MyFterzes, and were 
afterwards brought in to conſtiture 
* thoſe of the Chriſtians, Burt as the 


vaſt 


Chriſtianity. not Myſterious. 169 
vaſt multitudes of the latter quickly ren- Ch. 6. 
der all ſecret Rites almoſt unpefhible, ww 
ſoropreferve the My#ery, things were” 
purpoſely made downright unintelligi- 
ble,*of very petplex'd, \/In this Þc 
our pretended Chriſtians outdid a 
the Myſteries of the Heathens ;, for the 
Hanout'bf theſe t be deſtroyd 
by Piftoyery, or the! babling Tongue 
of any Ttiated Perſon; But the new 

eries were thus ſethrely plac'd as 
bove'* the Reach ' of” all Senſe and 
Reafon.”' Nay, fo 'ralous were -rhe 
CLERGY of their own. Order; left 
any of *em- ſhould- trreligioufly* un- 
fold thoſe ſublime” Myſteries tothe 
profanely” inquifitive LATITY, 'thit 
they thought fit/fo put it-as much out 
of the Power of” the Holy 'Tribeit felf, 
as out of ours, to nntitterftand* ther; 
and ſo1t continues, in a grett meaſure, 
to this day. - : 


The CONCLUSION. 


*HUS I have endeavour'd to 

_ ſhew others, what Pm fully 
convinc'd- of my ſelf, that 
thereis no MYSTERT in CHRI- 
STIANITY,. or the moſt perfe&t 
Religion ; and - that by Conſequence 


contradifory or incongetvable, 


however madean Article of Faith, can 


| becontain'd in the Goſpel, if it be really 


the. Word of -God: for I have hither- 
to argu'd only.:upon this Suppoſition, 
for the Reaſons to be ſeen towards the 
end of the Preface. _ 


 *_ Notwithſtanding all Pretences that 
may be made to. the contrary, it is 


evident that no particular” I»ſtazces 
or Dofrines of any ſort can ſerve 
for a proper Anſwer to this DIS- 
COURSE ; for, as long as the 
Reaſons of it hold good, whatever 
Inſtance can be alledg*d muſt either be 
found not »{terious, or, if it prove a 

| M Y- 
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MYSTERY, not divinely revea/”4. 
There isno middle way, that I can fee. 
W hen thoſe Paſſages of Scripture” I 
have cited for my Aſertion, areeither 
reconciPd to ſuch as-any would bring 

inſt me, or prov*d not to be-un- 
derſtood by me ; wheae-my Arguments 
ainſt all inconceivable Myſteries, and 
the Abſurdity of God's revealing- any 
ſuch Myſteries, are confuted, *tis time 
enough then for others to produce Ex- 
amples,.-or for me..to' conſider em. 
And tho by convineing People that all 
the Parts of their RELIGION. muſt 
not 'only be in themſelves, but to them 
alſo 'muſt 4 ear, ſound and intelligible, 
I might juſtly leave every one to .dif- 
cover to himſelf the Reaſonableneſs 
. or Unreaſonableneſs 'of his Religion 
(which is no difficult Buſineſs, when 
once Men are perſwaded that they 
have a right to do it;) yet the Duties I 
ow GOD and the World oblige me 
to proceed further according as I en- 
joy Health or Leiſure, without limit- 
ing my ſelf as to any time, that be- 
ing a thing in no Man's Power. to 
command at his Pleaſure, 
Wi pow? | x My 
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 Mynext Task therefore is (God wil- 
ling):to prove the Dottrines of the New | 
Teftament: petfpicuats; poſſible;- and 
m6oſt-worthy af Gal, 'as well asalkcal- 
culated for the higheſt Benefitsof. Man, 
Some\will not thank me, it's probable, 
for-fo.: uſeful: an:Undertaking;; and 
bthers will mdkeine a Hereritk in grain 
for: what I bave-perforn'd already. 
' Butzas it is Duty, and no Body's Ap- 
plaufe, which is the-Rule of my Afti- 
' ons; fo, God knows; I no:more va-. 
lue: this cheap: and ridiculous Nick- 
A8.24.14.nhame'0f a Hereritk than Pan! did be- 
fore: me: for-I acknowledg'no-0 R- 
FAHODOXY but the TRUTH; 
ant, Pm ſure,where-ever the TRUTH 
13; there muſt be alſo the CHURCH, 
of '-God I mean, . .and not any ' Hu- 
man Faion:or Policy. Beſides, the 
Imputation of AHeterodoxy being now 
as liberal upon the ſhghteſt Occaſions, 
out of Tgnorance;' Paſſion, or Malice, 
as. in the Days of Jrezens and Epipha- 
ins, It 15 many times inſtead of a Re- 
p_ the greateſt Honour - imagina- 
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Some good Men may be apt to ſay, 


that, ſuppoſing my Opinion never fo 
true, it may notwithſtanding occaſion 
much harm. ; becauſe when ' People 
find- themſelves impos'd upon in any 


part of - Re/zgion, they are ready to - 


call the whole in queſtion. This Of- 
tence is plainly taken, not given; and 
my.Deſfign is nothing the leſs good, if 
ill-diſpos?d Perſons abuſe it, as they 
frequently do Learning, Reaſon, Scrip- 
tare, and the beſt things in the World. 
But it is viſible torevery one that they 
are the Contradidions and Myſteries un- 
juſtly charg'd upon Religioz, which 
occaſion ſo many to become Dezſts and 
Atheiſts. And it ſhould be conſider'd 
likewiſethat when any, not acquaint- 
ed with it, are dazPd by the ſudden 
Splendor of the Truth, their Num- 
ber is not comparable to theirs who 
ſee clearly by its Light. Becauſe ſe- 
veral turd Libertines and Atheiſts 
when PRIEST-CRAFT was laid 
ſo open at the Reformation, were Ly- 
ther, Catviz, or 2winglizs to be blanvd 
for it ? or which ſhould weigh moſt 
with them, theſe few prejudic'd Scep- 

ticks, 
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ticks, - or thoſe thouſands they - con- 
verted from the Superſtitions of Rome ? 
Pm therefore for giving no Quarter to 
ERROR under any pretence; and will 
be ſure, where-ever I have Ability or 
Opportunity, to expoſe it 1n its true 
Colours, without rendring my Labour 
ineffeQual, by weakly mincing or ſoft- 
ning of any thing, | 


FINIS, 


